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MEGAN SIOUX Lafford of Afton First Nations was among the over 90
people who joined Saturday’s closing World March of Women 2000 activi-
ties in Antigonish. Lafford’s poster board recalls the memory of her
grandaunt Annie Mae Pictou Aquash of Pictou Landing who was killed in
the native uprising at Wounded Knee in the American southwest. Her
death was never satisfactorily explained.

Vigil ends,
poverty,

violence
continue

by Monica MacKinnon

Although local World March of
Women vigils wrapped up last weck,
the community is a long way from
saying goodbye to poverty and vio-
lence, Katherine Reed of the Anti-
gonish Women's Resource Centre said.

Groups and individuals who partici-
pated in the vigils want to continue the
education process and join in actions
that address poverty, violence and ine-
quality in the community, Sr. Bren-
dalce Boisvert, csm, said.

Reed, Sr. Boisvert and Joanne
Tompkins of the Antigonish Coalition
for Economic Justice organized the
weekly vigils over the past 33 wecks, in
conjunction with the international
World March of Women. Designed to
raise awareness about poverty and vio-
lence faced by women around the
world, local vigils were addressed by
over 24 groups that deal with issues of
poverty, vielence and inequality.

Local vigils, held every Wednesday
at noon from March § to Oct. 11, con-
cluded Saturday with over 90 people
marching through town. About 80 peo-
ple gathered after the march to discuss
how the vigils affected the local com-
munity.

“The vigils were consciousness rais-
ing and coalition building,” Tompkins
said. Different groups learned from one
another. “[Pcople are now able] to chal-
lenge prevailing views that equity al-
ready exists and that this is as good as
it gets.”

The organizers agree the vigils,
which drew crowds of up to 70 each
week, served to unite a number of pre-
viously disconnected organizations that
work to address issues of poverty, vio-
lence and inequality.

Groups and agencies represented
over the past cight months included the
Anglican Church  Women; United
Church Women; Development and
Peace; the Sisters of St. Martha; unions,
10 Day for Global Justice; the Coady
International Institute; Black women’s
groups, women in the fisheries; educa-
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ANGELA YELLOW HAIR (left) and Denise Googoo

of Afton First Nations community carried

a banner in

Saturday’s World March of Women wrap up in Antigonish. Over a dozen groups were represented in the
march that concluded the weckly Antigonish vigils to raise awareness of violence, poverty and injustice
experienced by women around the world.

tional groups; organizalions that ad-
dress cconomic justice, affordable
housing and anti-poverty initiatives: the
schizophrenia socicty; health organiza-
tions: and the Antigonish Women's
Resource Centre.

Bringing groups together helps peo-
ple see the connections between issues
like mental health and poverty, Sr.
Boisvert said. The varicty of groups
addressing the vigil helped identify the
local faces of poverty.

She also said the vigils offered the
Congregation of the Sisters of St. Mar-
tha insight into the suffering experi-
enced in the local community because
of poverty, violence and injustice,

“For us it was an experience of being
in solidarity with a number of groups,”
she said. “{We were able to hear peo-
ple] at a grassroots level as they cried
out for justice and just ways. Just stand-
ing there raised my awareness.”

Tompkins also said the vigils served
to empower people, especially in a
small town where being part of a public
protest is difficult.

“Seeing so many concerned people
coming out for 33 weeks...broke down
the isolation among groups.”

The vigils helped to build solidarity
in the community for further action,

including activity to address upcoming
welfare cuts, she said.

Reed said the vigils supported the
initiatives of the Antigonish Women's
Resource Centre, which has a history of
working with women facing situations
of poverty and violence. “The vigils
gave us a fantastic opportunity to edu-
cate the community about the issues.”

Participants in Saturday’s discussion
said they are interested in meeting

monthly to share information and iden-
lify actions that can be taken to allevi-
ate poverty and violence.

Other groups around the world are
also wrapping up their World March
activities. Groups represented at the
local march included unions, church
and social justice groups and Mi'kmaq
First Nations.




