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Anniversary Social
Evening

by Jean Crosby &
Lucille Harper

On Friday evening an amazing
group of women gathered at
Silver Glen in Antigonish for a
social evening to celebrate and
reminisce. Women of all ages
travelled from near and far to re-
connect with each other and to
share memories of working
together over the past two
decades as members of the AWA
and the AWRC. We shared great
food, enjoyed the delicious
company of women, celebrated
our successes and laughed about
our various trials and tribulations.
It was wonderful to look about
the room and to see Grace
MacKinnon, our first AWA
president, sitting among a group
of the founding mothers —a
courageous, visionary and
intrepid group from whose table
there rang much laughter. It was
inspiring to see in one room
many of the women who have
contributed in countless ways to
the social change work of the
AWA and to building the AWRC
- some of whom have moved to
other parts of the province or
country and some of whom
remain and continue to work with
us in Antigonish. We were
honoured that women returned to
Antigonish to celebrate with us
just as we are honoured that
women who are just now finding
the AWA are choosing to work
with us.

The atmosphere for the evening
was set by a quintet of young
women from St.F.X. Music
Department who provided
wonderful music. We thank
Janis Dawson, Violin; Vera
Martynkiw, Piano; Gill Merrit,
Drums; Shannon Drall, Bass and
Andrea Curry, vocals. One of
the highlights of the evening was
a dramatic reading created and
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Deborah Chansonneuve and
Yael Gliick. They reflected
upon “a passionate sisterhood”
and through the recounting of
their memories, they offered a
perspective on some of the early
events, conversations and
struggles from which the AWA
and AWRC emerged. As well,
they read letters sent by women
who could not return to
Antigonish for the event —
letters of congratulations, letters
remembering their involvement
with the women’s movement in
Antigonish, letters about
passionate sisterhood.

Around the walls was a
chronicle of some of the events,
milestones, issues, and actions
that have impacted and directed
our work over the past twenty
years. The growth of our
organizations and the extent of
our work in the community was
visible in this trip down memory
lane. It was a visual reminder
of what we can do when we
support each other in working
for a world that is guided by
women’s “politics of care,
community, compassion, and

connectedness” (Feminists for a
Gift Economy). It was an
evening that nurtured

determination to continue to
work for feminist social
transformation.

organizations worked tirelessly
to organize vigils held weekly
in front of the Town Hall
designed to raise awareness
about issues in Antigonish. The
movie was powerful and
moving and provided viewers
with a sense of local
achievement within the larger
world context. Sara Av Maat
and Joanne Thompkins led a
brief discussion after the movie
about the local movement and
in particular the contributions of
Ed Miller, whose energy and
organization were unparalleled.
Anyone wishing to borrow the
video for home viewing can
contact the AWRC.

—-Amanda Workman

A Score for Women's Voices
chronicled the World March of
Women 2000, when women
from the world over organized
to address issues of concern to
women. The movie was shown
at St. Francis Xavier University
and provided organizers and
participants opportunity to
discover what women did in
other communities and reflect
on our own achievements here
in Antigonish. The Antigonish
Coalition for Economic Justice,
the Sisters of St. Martha and
other community-based

Young Women’s Voices
by Krista DeCoste

On Tuesday, November 18,
2003 approximately 114 people
came out to the Dr. J.H. Gillis
Regional to enjoy an evening
Celebrating Young Women’s
Voices. It was an evening to
remember with harp, song,
dancing and poetry. This event,
under the direction of Krista
DeCoste, was successful due to
the dedication of the planning
committee of young women
comprised of: Ashley Cameron,
Diana Diao, Betsy MacDonald,
Clare Mulcahy, Lucy Wang,
and two Canada World Youth
participants, Sarah Bismella
and Betty Boateng. Thanks to
the creative skill of Keegan
How the sound and lighting
was spectacular. The brilliant
performances highlighted the
diversity of talent and culture
of the young women of
Antigonish as well as valuing
the connection the Antigonish
Women’s Center has made
with many of these young
women.
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