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. almost ten years ago when they began
>§ m o m un Q in @ M%Mwﬁawrcm /MME wsssﬂ%_wogaoc& A further challenge we face is
P ing, there has been little the possibility that the next
0 risisS —l— as Z O.H recognition of our work and our ¥ >

provincial election campaign . A.
Been Resolved

will begin before the current

wcwmﬁhambﬁpﬁnwmm@.éaﬁom? -

—FvervnontE between 156 and 240 - arent makes a

@\«\ . | women contact the AWRC for . tment.tomeet OUL, w

T gy information and support. fundimg meets. @urffear st |
- Katherine mmm& & a govdnment Who has ao

S off : | Lastyear whenthe April 4 provincial :nteres@in adequatel
o _,N.,:Qs\\m I ari \U er budget anmounced funding cuts that ; 4

supporting essential services to
would impact our women’s centre, the women (aggndesd sapporting

The appearamce that the funding COMMUNLEY rallied @@@m@ﬁé@&w Qw@%ﬂ theik mﬁ% &%@m&w
crisis affecting women™s centres, three day more than 1,000 signatuies develo fient) could be o ccted
transition houses, and men’s were collected on a petition urging the without. e women of this
intervention programs has been provincial government 10 provide Eoﬁbo% ww&nm understood
resolved is unfortunate and secure and adequate funding to the the candidates’ true intentions
inaccurate. The truth is that things AWRC. The community resoundingly  and positions on this issue.
are very much up in the air. expressed their support for the
Women’s centres have been Women’s Centre and the services we So there you have it. This is
working, through our provincial provide. certainly not a “case closed”

organization, to demonstrate our

.= . : situation. Your support is still
distinct and essential role 1n the area Almost one year later, the AWRC

needed to make it clear to

of women’s services and our need remains insecure and bomosmﬁobw 2.;3 government officials and any
forsdequatc ol ol WS o e o e e et
a T - . ials

for our moﬁmoo%ﬁﬁ programs. have dwg mwmmmg in talks with a Wb%.ogoa office m&ﬁ the

. tigonish Women’s Resource

. . oomﬁﬁs of Em. women’s centres, Centre, and indeed all
Since the AWRC opened in 1983, transition housings, and men's women’s centres, transition
we have experienced an ever- intervention programs impacted by the  pouses and men’s ‘ntervention
increasing demand for assistance to roposed cuts. Government is still - 10 dicti
Eﬁﬁaﬁm women, and for our %oombm for ways to rationalize and prograis ?oﬁao distinct and
: I, - - bt : essential services and
Eé?.oBoE in oog@wﬁu\wvmmom moéwmﬁo these distinct .m,sa essential programs to the people of
initiatives. To these initiatives We services. They are making no Nova Scotia. As such they
bring women’s unique perspectives commitment whatsoever to continued deserve stable funding at
and we support the involvement and funding at levels that would sustain us.  adequate levels so they can
leadership of women. There has In fact, the government is still talking meet current needs, build upon
also been steadily increasing about “finding efficiencies” in our the strengths in their
demand for our in-house programs organizations’ budgets in spite of the communities, and grow to
for women. These programs fact that women’s centres are meet future needs.
address women’s personal substantially underfunded. We are able
development needs as well as to survive because of the tremendous As much as we love to
providing education and fostering support we have from members of our celebrate our successes in the
mutual support. communities and the incredible struggle for women’s equality,
ingenuity, commitment, and persistence e have much work to do to

This increase in activity and of the women who run these centres get us there, and we cannot do
involvement is a testament to our and staff them, and our boards of t without the support of
hard work and our effectiveness. directors. women and the engagement of
Yet, aside from the ground-breaking women in the electoral
step the provincial government took process.
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Spring 2003
Programs

These are some of the programs
which will be offered starting
May 2003- more details will
follow, but pre-registration is
available.

Stage I Therapy Group for
Adult Survivors of Childhood
Sexual Abuse

Embracing Ourselves
Assertiveness Training

Inspire- peer support group for
adolescent girls

Divorce & Separation group-
minimum 6 participants required.

Smoking Cessation Program for
low-income women sponsored by
Addiction Services and the
Antigonish Town and County
Community Health Board -
ATCCHB is held at the AWRC
each week from 3-5 p.m.

For more information, or to
register, call the centre at

863 — 6221. Please specify
whether you prefer morning or
evening sessions.

"Rejuvenate for
Spring" tickets are

mﬁmnmm»mﬁv_ 1st prize:
$50.00 worth of
Lobsters from Arisaig
Fisheries, 9 pc pot set
from Highland Home
Hardware, $40.00 gift
certificate from Super
Valu. 2nd Prize:Dinner
for 2 from Maritime
Inn, 2 therapeutic
massages from Yvonne
Landry & 2 haircuts
from Cheryl’s Place.
Ticketprice: $2.00
each or
> *—@_u—u%. a book
z of 3 for
ew

$5.00 \

available for the Spring |

The Antigonish Women’s
Resource Centre is pleased to
present it’s new logo! We i
have continued to use the tulip |
image, but with a fresh new
design.

Special thanks go out to the
designers of the logo, Julia
Redgrave and Brian G Segal,
of Redgull Incorporated. Julia |
and Brian were kind enough to |
donate their professional
services to the centre.

Redgull can be found online
at: http://www.redgull.com

Income Tax
Preparation:

Assistance is available for
low-income women and
their families with income
tax preparation. Women
interested in this service
are advised to bring all of
their tax papers into the
centre now.

| Redgull is a professional

i Association of Canada, the
; Association of Internet
Professionals and Creators of

, the Eb 'n Flo comic strip!
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Why we need
Women’s Actions
and Feminist

Voices for Peace
by Starhawk

(edited for space)

Among the hundreds of groups and
actions being mounted against the
war in Iraq are a significant number
organized by women. Code Pink:
Unreasonable Women for Peace has
disrupted Congressional hearings
and mounted an ongoing women’s
peace vigil at the White House since
November 17. Women in black hold
vigils in hundreds of communities
around the world on a regular basis.
Women Rising for Peace and
Justice, the women’s caucus of
United for Peace, has issued a call
for January 17 to be a day of
women’s actions against the war.
Women are deeply impacted by war,
racism and poverty - the three evils
named by Martin Luther King. But
when we stand for peace as women,
it is not to make a case for our
special victimhood, but to represent
a different vision of strength.
Women-initiated and women-led
actions have a special energy and
power. That power comes not from
excluding men, but because of the
joy and visionary potential that arise
when we come together as women
to defend the values of life and
caring that we hold dear.

To defend those values, we need
feminist voices. For feminism
allows us to analyze patriarchy, the
constellation of values, ideas and
beliefs that reinforces male control
over women. No set of qualities is
innately or exclusively ‘female’ or
“male’. Men can be compassionate,
loving and kind, as women can be

tough, brave, or callous. But
patriarchy assigns the qualities
associated with aggression and
competition to men, and relegates to
women the devalued roles of
nurturing and service. Patriarchy
values the hard over the soft, the
tough over the tender; punishment,
vengeance and vindictiveness over
compassion, negotiation, and
reconciliation. The ‘hard’ qualities
are identified with power, success
and masculinity, and exhalted. The
‘soft’ qualities are identified with
weakness, powerlessness, and
femininity, and denigrated.

Under patriarchy, men are shamed
and considered weak if they exhibit
qualities associated with women.
Politicians win elections by being
tough - tough on terror, tough on
crime, tough on drugs, tough on
welfare mothers. Calls for
cooperation, negotiation, compassion
or recognition of our mutual
interdependence are equated with
womanly weakness. In the name of
‘toughness’, the power holders
deprive the poor of the means of life,
the troubled and the ill of treatment
and care, the ordinary citizen of our
privacy and civil rights. Force,
punishment, and violence are
patriarchy’s answer to conflicts and
social problems. Patriarchy finds its
ultimate expression in war. War is the
field in which the tough can prove
their toughness and the winners
triumph over the losers. Soldiers can
be coerced into dying or killing when
their fear of being called womanlike
or cowardly overrides their reluctance
to face or deal death. War removes
every argument for tenderness and
dissolves all strictures on violence.
War is the justification for the
clampdown that lets the rulers impose
control on every aspect of life.

Wise feminists do not claim that
women are innately kinder, gentler,
more compassionate than men per
se. If we did, the Margaret Thatchers
and Condoleeza Rice’s of the world
would soon prove us wrong. We do
claim that patriarchy encourages and
rewards behavior that is brutal and
stupid. We need raucous, incautious
feminist voices to puncture the
pomposity, the arrogance, the
hypocrisy of the war mongers, to
point out that gorilla chest-beating
does not constitute diplomacy, that
having the world’s largest collection
of phallic projectile weapons does
not constitute moral authority, that
invasion and penetration are not acts
of liberation.

And we need to remind the world
that modern warfare never spares
the civilian population. Rape is
always a weapon of war, and
women’s bodies are used as prizes
for the conquerors. Women and
children and men, too, who have no
say in the policies of their rulers
face death, maiming, wounding, and
the loss of their homes, livelihoods,
and loved ones in a war.

Patriarchy is the brother of racism,
which sets one group of people
above another, dehumanizing and
devaluing the ‘other’, who is seen as
deserving of punishment, fair game
for violence and annihilation. We
need feminist voices for peace
because the issues of women’s
freedom and autonomy are being
used cynically to justify anti-Arab
racism and military takeovers of
Arab countries. The U.S. and its
allies, who now pose as the
liberators of women in the Muslim
world, are the same powers which
gave the Taliban, Saddam Hussein,
and Al Qaeda their start-up funds,

(Continued)
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"Why the UN Matters"
- by Peggy Mason

If the UN did not exist, who would
do its work? Now that the full scale
bombing of Afghanistan is over,
just about the only task in that
country the UN has not been given
responsibility for is security. As the
countryside slowly deteriorates into
near civil war conditions, the USA
continues to oppose a country-wide
international security force because
it does not want pressure to
participate and fears it might get in
the way of its Al Quaeda hunting
activities. This shortsighted action
puts the very future of Afghanistan
at risk and graphically illustrates
why America is profoundly unsuited
to the nation building activities in
which the UN is engaged around the
globe.

Typical of those activities is the
UN’s responsibility in Bosnia for
law enforcement, humanitarian
relief, refugees, demining, human
rights, rehabilitation of
infrastructure and economic
recovery. The UN heads the interim
government in Kosovo. In East
Timor, following the departure of
the Australian-led stabilization
force, the UN successfully led the
war ravaged country to
independence from Indonesia,
through the election of a new
government and into full
membership in the United Nations.
Not to mention UNAMSIL in Sierra
Leone, its largest African
peacekeeping operation since the
1960's in the Congo. And the
peacekeeping, humanitarian and
post-conflict peacebuilding work of
the UN is only a small fraction of its
global activities through its network
of specialized agencies like the
World Health Organization, the UN

Development Programme and the
United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF).

It is not just the global mandate of
the UN that has given it
unparalleled experience and
expertise in addressing global
problems. It is its ability to
understand the perspectives of the
entire UN family of nations, not just
those of the richest and most
powerful.

But what about one of the favourite
targets of the UN bashers - the
Security Council? Against all odds
it seems the Council has done
reasonably well in refashioning the
slippery American strategy for
using UN inspections as a mere
pretext for invasion into a genuine
effort to bring Iraq back into
compliance with the disarmament
provisions of the ceasefire
resolution (687)

to which Saddam agreed at the end
of the Persian Gulf war. To achieve
this result, Council members had to
withstand a lengthy disinformation
campaign from Bush and his coterie
of warmongers about the nature and
extent of the threat from Hussein,
backroom bullying and
blandishments tied to post-Saddam
Iraqi oil leases, and an unrelenting
media bleat that the UN would be
irrelevant if it did not do exactly
what the USA demanded. In spite
of all this, the Security Council did
not rubberstamp the USA call to
war.

Instead, all fifteen members lined
up behind a tough resolution calling
for unfettered access for UN
weapons inspectors and stating it’s
the Council’s intention to meet
again and decide what to do in the
event of further Iragi non-
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compliance. The resolution does
not authorize the use of force, a fact
clearly acknowledged by all
Security Council members
including the USA in their
statements immediately following
the vote. This bears repeating.
There is no UN sanction for the use
of force in this resolution and, thus,
in this crucial respect, it reflects the
wishes of the vast majority of UN
member states and their respective
publics who are overwhelmingly
opposed to

an unprovoked, unjust and totally
unnecessary war. However, the
USA maintains that it does not
actually matter that the UN has
refused to authorize member states
to use force because the USA can
invade Iraq in order to defend itself
and, if that isn’t enough, according
to the USA, any UN member has
the right to use force to carry out
UN security council resolutions.

UN member states, big or small,
have no such rights. Claiming self-
defence in the absence of any
credible evidence whatsoever that
Iraq intends to attack United
States at any time, let alone
imminently, is in a word, absurd.
As for enforcement action against
Iraq to bring it back into
compliance with Security Council
resolutions, this can only be
authorized by the Security Council
after it determines in accordance
with the requirements of the UN
Charter (1) that the breach in
question constitutes a threat to
international peace and security and
(2) the threat cannot be
effectively managed in any way
other than through the use of
force.

What is at stake here is a world
where, in place of might makes
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to board member
Nancy Forestell
and partner Peter
Mclnnis on the
birth of their son,
Kieran Daniel, on
the 18th of
October, 2002!
Enjoy every moment with your precious
new baby!! Best wishes are extended
from board & staff!

Congratulations |

February is
Black History Month!

There are exciting activities
being carried out by the African
Heritage Friendship Group of
Guysbourough during Back
History Month. Watch for an
artical in
the Casket
in
upcoming
weeks.

Antigonish Women'’s Association

Suite 204, Kirk Place
219 Main Street
Antigonish NS

B2G 2C1
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"Nobody objects to
a woman being a
good writer or
sculptor or
geneticist if at the
same time she
manages to be a
good wife, good
mother, good
looking, good
tempered, well
groomed and

unaggressive." --




