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AWRC Staff:
Lucille Harper
Amanda Workman
Isabel Gillis
Vangie Babin
|Christine Hanlon
Pamela Fry
H{atherine Reed
Heather Carson
Gwen O'Neill
Jean Crosby
Jackie Jacques
Hl{rista DeCoste
Annika Pefers
John Jantunen
Patrick Taman

ININININZNZ N

| The Sr Mary Macl-eod
| Bursary application forms
llare now available at the

Sobeys shoppers are
asked to please save
their receipts and
bring them in fo the

2004 Board of Directors: _ A sincere HBank-
Eisa Arbuthnot | lyow goes out to
Narncy Forestell ‘Betpy ofinson,
Haren fenny \Nlé W\U@Q\S@Q\N\&
Betty MacDonald Jum McLaren
Ted Moeaore for
Betsy HacDonald thelr tremendous
Donna MacDonald assistance m
Heather Mayhew volunieering with
Catherine Meery @%@M\w\ Tncome (\\legs\
aralion for
Lynn O’Donnell m mﬁ
Maureen Shebib women and, thewr
Charlie ten Brinke | \m§§
Mary Turay ,

|| Centre for any one Women'’s Centre.
llinterested in applying. Stop wo_omvams__ donate
_, . 1.00 for eve

_ ry
oy mJQ_ _o.ﬁ_n one cw. . $500.00 in receipts
|Application deadiine is the | Lwe can collect. Every
|1 21st of May, 2004 bit helps!
|[The AWA Gifishap: : :
| The winner of "Fall
|7 §x§§§§® Flowers" for the Sr.
\QM%MM&&&@ M%le Mary Macleod
acking Ouer Time | Byrsary ticket draw
|(Gokbacrs 210 0O |was Murray
| [AWA Mugs 515.00 | Workman, of
AWRE Greeting Cards. Antigonish. Thanks
|[38.00 1o all who purchased
llAWRC 8&&%&%&@ tickets and helped
|| Poster $10.00 | with our fund-raiser.
|| Whatagreatgiftideal  |[The Friend to Friend

event (formerly known
as “The Free Store”)
was held on Saturday,
April 24 was a huge
success. Much thanks
and appreciation goes
to Diana Diao and
Clare Mulchay for
organizing the event
and seeing it through

|to the end. Many.

thanks also go to the
University students
who chose to donate
their items, and to all
the volunteers who
showed up on Friday
night to set up and
then again on
Saturday for the
actual event.
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I %8@ writing the poem

to fold the clothes. No
matter who lives or who
dies, I'm still a woman.

I'll always have plenty to do.
I bring the arms of his shirt
together. Nothing can stop
our tenderness. I'll get back
to the poem. I'll get back to
being a woman. But for now
there's a shirt, a giant shirt
in my hands, and somewhere
a small girl standing next to
her mother watching to see
how it's done.

— Tess Gallagher (1943- ;

American screenwriter, educator,
poet, writer), Instructions to the
Double, 1976

Most so-called
women's work is not-
recognized as real
activity. One reason
for this attitude may .
be that such work is
usually associated
with helping others'
development, rather
than with self-
QEmbooBoE or mo_m.

employment.

— Jean Baker Miller
(1927-; American
psychiatrist, psychoanalyst,
editor, teacher, author),

Toward a New Psychology
of Women, 1976

LaLeche League Meetings:

May 285, 7 p.m. at Kids First,
regular meeting on "The
Advantages of
Breastfeeding."

June 11, World Walk for
Breastfeeding, Meet at Kids
First at 10 a.m., walk to
Columbus Field.

June 21, Healthcare
Professional Seminar at the
Millenium Centre, 8 a.m.- 4
p-m., contact Nicola Aquino
for details.

What's “Your i::o

A television commercial states that
everyone is good at something and
poses the question, “What's your
thing?” My b year old daughter
asks what that means, then, after my
explanation, goes on to say that her
thing is dancing and playing. She
then continues with “Daddy’s thing is
fixing trucks and yours is laundry.”

— Excuse me while | stick my head
in the oven.

A dagger stabs my feminist heart.
What am | doing here?

(15 this what | have fauglt my
| daughter?? In trying to provide the

best possible care for my children
have | faught them that 2 woman’s
role is to simply do other people’s
dirty laundry? Does she not see that
| am a mother, educator, paramedic,

| artist, activist, actor, @w&wsﬁ) chef,

etc, etc...
| No. ‘She sees me folding laundry.

| quickly set her siraight and went
back fo cooking supper... *sigh*.
How can we get society to look
beyond the mundane, undervalued
fasks of motherhood and see the
incredibly important roles of
childrearing? If you figure it out,
come find me- _: vagvz _vw doing
laundry.

~ Charlie ten Brinke

is 2 mother, doula, childcare provider,
artist, T 4
photographer,
activist, gardener
and yes, 2
laundress.

The
Antigonish
Affordable
Housing
Society is
racing against
the May 20th
deadline to
apply for the
recently
announced
federal-provincial affordable housing
grants program. The deadline was a
big surprise and the time is very
short for preparing a detailed and
complex application. It's hard to
understand why the government
organized the process in this way.
The group is doing its best to

‘|complete the application before Ew

deadline oﬁu;@m

If all goes well we will be building
14 units of mixed rental housing
contained within four buildings just
below Thorne Ridge, across
Hawthorne St. from Brendan's
Fairway. An application for re-
zoning has just been made to the
County of Antigonish Planning
Department.

It is a little hard to predict exactly
when the buildings would be
constructed and the residents moved
in, but if all goes well it looks like
moving day would be sometime next
summer. It takes a very long time to
complete this process and a lot of -
learning has to take place along the
way. Lots of legal and design hurdles
have to be surmounted.

We will be looking for donations
from building supplies stores, service
clubs, and philanthropists to pay for
some of the capital costs, but this
part of the process is in the very early
stages. We do not have charitable tax
status unfortunately, and this may
make the process even more difficult
that it already would be. Some of the
costs that are covered by donors
might be appliances, landscaping,
playground equipment, floor
covering, drapery equipment, etc.

Keep an eye on the site if you drive
by, and if you have any questions, I
would be happy to talk with you. Just
call me at 364-2232 or email
reebing(@ns.sympatico.ca
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The new AWRL website can be
found at: ,

hitp: \\sisw ns.sympatico. B\sa_w
women/

( hope é:.é:%«% it out and let us
know what you think of it. We will keep
it up o date with current programs
and events- it should be a great fool
fo keep up with what's going on at the
Centre.

Campaign to Stop Violence
Against Women

Amnesty International

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE
WOMEN’S MOVEMENT

March 2004

We are pleased to launch a global
campaign to stop violence against
women. We are excited to be -
joining your long standing efforts to
stop violence against women.

The women’s movement has long
been a powerful force against the
tide of violence. Amnesty
International, too, has added its
voice to the m:,:m@_m to protect and -
promote women’s rights. Now we
want to concentrate more attention
and resources on this issue ,
because we know that violence
against women is everyone’s
problem. Amnesty members and -
staff offer our voices to the struggle
for a world free of <_o_m:om m@m_:mﬁ
women.

To the struggle, Amnesty
international brings the energy,
determination and activism of
members and supporters from all
over the world.

To the struggle, we bring the power
and persuasion of the human rights
framework which points to the
obligations of states and other
actors.

To the struggle, we bring reports.
and documents that can help create
the power of evidence and
documentation to the force of
denunciation and illustrate how -
violence deprives women of all
human rights.

To the struggle, we bring the
resounding message that violence
against women is fundamentally
about unequal power relations’
between men and women.

| |A'human rights crisis

| | We all know the facts about

violence against women and that
statistics that don’t capture the true
extent of the crisis. Very few states:
systemically collect and publish
statistics on violence against

| lwomen. As well, violence against
| 'women is generally under-reported

because women are made to feel

| |lashamed that they have been

victimized or they fear disbelief,
hostility or further violence if they"
come forward.

This campaign is designed to sound
the -alarm about violence against
women as a human rights crisis,
educate the broader public about .
the issues, mobilize both women
and men to work to counter violence
and to use the power and
persuasion of the human rights
framework in the efforts to stop
violence against women.

Our long-term .noBB:—:m:w

It may be unexpected that Amnesty
International, an organization that
typically works on behalf of
prisoners of conscience and on civil
and political human rights, would’
venture into the area of violence
against women. But in many ways,
this is not far from our traditional .
work. This campaign will -
incorporate our long-standing
concerns such as a persistent
disregard for international
standards, impunity and failings i in
the administration of justice.

Working with women’s activists,
advocates and rights defenders,
Amnesty International launches’
today a two year public awareness
and action campaign to stop
violence against women. As a
worldwide initiative of Amnesty
International, this a priority
campaign for over 1.8 million’
Amnesty supporters in more than
150 countries and ~mw:_ﬂo:mm across
the planet.

Campaign planning at the
international level began with
consultations with some
international organizations that work
on women’s human rights. In
Canada, we consulted with some
frontline groups and national
organizations to help us develop our
campaign strategy, goals and.how
to best work as allies. This
campaign is a product of those
consultations.

This campaign provides Amnesty
with a tremendous opportunity to
develop a stronger analysis of
violence against women as it
connects to broader issues of
women'’s rights. We will develop a .
long-term program of action to
address the root causes of violence
against women.

We want to support you and
invite your support.

We know that violence of all kinds is
experienced by women and girls in
a variety of ways every day in every
part of the worid. But it aomw: t have
to be this way.

Members of Amnesty International
may be in contact with you to
explore possibilities for collaboration
as this campaign takes shape in
communities-across Canada. At the
national level, we look forward to
fostering relationships with women’s
groups to ensure this campaign
makes a meaningful contribution to
your work.

We look forward to working with
you. Please visit
<<<<<<.m3:mm?om\mﬁou.%m,\mo_m:om or
call us at 1.800.AMNESTY.

In solidarity,

Cheryl Hotchkiss

Campaigner, Women’s Human
Rights; Amnesty International
Canada (English)

If you're a Canadian youth
between the ages of 8 and 24
years, Status of Women ,
Canada invites you to send us an
essay about a Canadian woman-
who serves as your role model.-
You can choose to submit a
video, photo, or written essay
from one of the following topics:
'Our Foremothers, Women of the
Past' or 'Continuing Change,
Women of Today'. Excerpts from
some of the submissions we
receive may be posted on the’
Status of Women Canada web
site and some of those role . .
models will be highlighted in the
material we produce for
Women's History Month 2004..
For further details and Essay
Project rules: visit our web site at
http://www.swe-cfe.ge.ca; send
an email request to
communications@swe-cfc.ge.ca;
or fax a request to
(613) 943-2386.
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The Tribe of the Sovereigns

by Janette Fecteau

The larvae, lovely

or oE@.@oP cmdw Drab
on bark; in gardens
beautiful nuisance,

voracious consumers of parsley, carrot and
dill.

Or clever inventors of tents

rolling, binding leaf to lilac leaf

with killing gossamer cables.

Caves for forays to neighboring foliage

soon stripped skeletal.

The pupae, repugnant,

small fat, tightly wrapped dark brown cigars,

suspended menace

with tapered tips

they glisten horribly,

arch in spasms of anger

when disturbed in their long season
of transmogrification.

Inside, entire limbs gone liquid. &g

But briefly, butterflies,
stained, translucent, luminous.
Queen, we hail them, monarch
viceroy and tawny

emperor.

S %13%%.5@
means

%Eimé,:%,

\featured, perfiaps

_.m&\g&g
The Sunrise Trail"
This summer’s Garden Tour %&.
be feld on Sunday, h&@\ 4th.

Gardens along
Rie. 245 will be

as far as Arisaig.

The Antigoenish Garden Club is
open te all! ‘Meetings ave typically
tield the third Monday of each
meonth. Phene Sharen Bryson for
mere nformation at 863-6307.

Sharon Brysen & Bill Wilgenhof
g%&@@é@ﬁmqﬁﬁ@%
available free to

http://www.infinitymedia.ns.ca/willowgarden

\Ummmm\mméamoommwoow Jhtm
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I recall
growing up
in Montreal
and later in
North Bay,
Ontario and
formulating
a sense of
what made
Canada the
country it
was. 1
recall the
flag-raising
ceremony
in the yard of my elementary
school when our new maple
leaf flag was introduced. I
didn’t realize that as I grew
older, this symbol would often
bring tears to my eyes.

By the time I was in grade
four, Trudeaumania had seized
the nation. Trudeau articulated
his vision for Canada: a
modern, multi-cultural, bi-
lingual society that was
distinguished and respected
around the globe by its
people’s sense of justice and
compassion.

During the 1970s there was a
growing awareness that our
governments were spending
too much money and
accumulating large debts.
(Actually, this was only half
accurate. About half of our
debt is a result of high interest
rates during the inflationary
1970s).

In the early 1980s economic
recession struck. Immediately
afterward things started to
shift. Social assistance
spending was tightened up,

Unemployment Insurance was
spoken of as a problem rather
than a solution, and poverty
increased.

In the early 1990's social policy
watchdogs started predicting
the erosion of social programs
when Lloyd Axworthy carried
out his “Social Programs
Review.” Sure enough, in 1995
the deepest cuts to social
programs in our history were
made under Finance Minister
Paul Martin. Funding for
social housing was cut. Ul was
overhauled and the number of
unemployed workers who
could qualify for benefits was
reduced by more than half.
Post secondary student
bursaries were eliminated.
Ralph Klein’s Alberta got
noticeably more right-wing and
Mike Harris, ironically one of
my favourite junior high school
teachers, ushered in his

" “common-sense revolution.”

A mountain of evidence now
shows how during the 1990s
the rich got substantially richer,
the poor got poorer, and poor
people’s rights eroded
alarmingly. All kinds of public
spending responsibilities were
downloaded onto provincial
and municipal governments.
Tax breaks for the well-to-do
became governments’ mantra.
Attitudes toward the poor
hardened.

At a conference last week I was
unceremoniously reminded of
our governments’ lack of
commitment to housing the
poor and to supporting the

10

<<me —l_m_u_UO:OL .E
7>m ﬂmoc:w_.m

~ U.w K atherine Keed

community agencies who
develop housing projects. We
were all encouraged to turn
away from government in our
search for funding and learn to
suck up to wealthy business-
people and convince them to
donate to our cause.

The language of the corporate
world is increasingly
infiltrating our everyday
speech. At a meeting of
government representatives
and community groups we
were told to go back and report
such-and-such “to your
CEOs”. Organizations’
strategic plans have become
“business plans” and every
social initiative imaginable is
being required to show how it

will become “self-sustaining.”

Well, guess what? Some
people don’t do well in a free
market, capitalist economy,
(e.g. people with disabilities
and single parents) and they
need to be supported through
our tax base. Some people
can’t earn enough money to
pay the high price of housing
and must be helped with that if
they are to raise a healthy
family. This is purely
altruistic stuff. There is no
“business plan” that points to a
time when those people will
become “self-sustaining.” We
Canadians decided a long time
ago that we wanted to live in a
peaceful and compassionate
country where beggars and
child  prostitutes would
rarely been seen in our cities.
Looks like somebody un-
decided all that while we
weren’t looking, eh?
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RURAL YOUTH
EDUCATION PROJECT
by Jean Crosby

WHAT IS THE
RYEP ?

The Rural Youth
Education Project
‘ (RYEP) is a four
year project which
started in
February/02. This
project is sponsored
by the Antigonish
Women’s Resource
Centre and funded
by the National
Crime Prevention
Strategy, Public
Safety and
Emergency Preparedness
Canada. The project
implements a gender-based,
violence prevention model
which will provide youth with
skills to build and maintain
healthy relationships.

The model being replicated was
developed by the Saltspring
Women Opposed to Violence
and Abuse (SWOVA)
Community Development and
Research Society in rural British
Columbia and the project work
is being carried out with
ongoing consultation and
collaboration with SWOVA
staff. Key to the process is the
partnership RYEP has with the
Antigonish East Education
Centre in Antigonish County
and Chedabucto Place in
Guysborough County. These
rural schools reflect a diverse
population with a significant
percentage of the students
coming from Mi’kmaq and
African Nova Scotian
communities.

The model presents a gender-
based, violence prevention
approach for working
collaboratively with teachers to
deliver a core curriculum of 12
lessons to students in grades 7,
8,9,and 11. Itis designed to
be presented as a multi-
dimensional, multi-sessional,
multi-year program. The

inclusive teaching approach
utilized is acknowledged to be an
effective way to present the skill
development and awareness of
issues required to build and
maintain healthy relationships.

In each school a male/female
team of Adult Facilitators
facilitate the classroom sessions
and are also responsible for
providing leadership,
information and support to a
team of up to ten Youth
Facilitators. Youth Facilitators
assist with the delivery of the
classroom sessions. These youth
play an important mentoring and
peer support role with other
students both in and out of the
classroom. This team presents
role-modelling of a healthy adult
male/female relationship as well
as a co-operative youth/adult
relationship. Members of the
Youth and Adult teams also
reflect culture and gender
diversity.

This project will incorporate
adaptations which will enhance
the existing SWOVA
curriculum, most notably in the
area of diversity. Within
Antigonish and Guysborough
Counties there exists significant
cultural/racial diversity with both
First Nations and African Nova
Scotian communities. Cultural
diversity will be a priority and
the diversity component will
continue to be developed and
integrated throughout the project.
In addition student workbooks
and resources for teachers and
parents will support and enhance
the classroom lessons.

KEY COMPONENTS OF

MODEL:

® School-based violence
prevention programming

* Community based

* Collaboration with
schools

* Links forms of violence

* Addresses gender
dynamics

S Addresses diversity

* Employs an inclusive
education approach
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® Youth involvement
® Counselling Support

WHAT HAVE WE
ACCOMPLISHED IN THE
SCHOOLS?

During the last two school years,
almost 700 students in grades 7 -
11 have received 12 classroom
sessions of the Developing
Healthy & Respectful
Relationship curriculum. In
addition, 38 students have
received training and were
engaged as Youth Facilitators in
their schools.

VOICES OF THE RYEP

YOUTH TEAMS:

The Youth Teams are actively

engaged in monthly evaluation

exercises which ask them to
identify lessons learned. This is
some of what they had to say
about their role as classroom
facilitators and peer educators.

¢  Your actions affect
everyone around you.
You're learning to be a
better person, by
acknowledging others and

~ yourself.

¢  The workwe do has a
ripple effect, if we keep
doing this work the ripple
effect keeps going.

o Ilearned that sometimes
when the kids don’t
participate it isn’t always
because they don’t want to
it’s because they are
uncomyortable and if they
see someone else talk first
then they feel more ‘
comfortable

* We make a difference with
students even if it doesn’t
show right away.

* Out of the classroom, 1 feel
like a role model ...not
swearing or doing anything
negative, even joking.

3 You have to listen closely to
what others are saying
before you react. Make
sure you understand what
others are asking of you
before responding.

* Young students are much
smarter than people think
they are, they have
great ideas and should be
listened to more by society.
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EI Program robs workers,
especially women

Times have changed. Work has
changed. The EI Program needs
to change too.

OTTAWA — Women who work
to support their families and pay
for unemployment insurance
protection get robbed by the
federal government. A new
report released today shows that
the EI Program, which was set
up to administer unemployment
insurance in 1996, pays
insuranceé to just one third of
working women who lose their
jobs. . _

The report “Falling
Unemployment Insurance
Protection for Canada’s
Unemployed” was prepared by
the Canadian Labour Congress.
It examines Canadians’ access to
unemployment insurance based
on gender, age, region and
federal riding and estimates the
financial impact of declining
coverage. The report’s key
findings were released at a joint
news conference today by

the Canadian Labour Congress
and the Fédération des ‘
travailleurs et travailleuses du
Québec, the FTQ — which
together represent a majority of
the country’s unions and their
members. “Times have changed.
Work has changed. The EIl
Program needs to change too in
order to be there when today’s
working men and women need it
to get them through to that next
job,” says Canadian Labour
Congress President Ken
Georgetti. In 2001, just 33% of
unemployed women received
insurance benefits, compared to
a 44% rate of coverage for men.
It’s a gender gap that’s getting
wider every year, due in part to
the rapid slide in the number of
women able to access their
insurance. In 1996, the year the
EI Program took over the
administration of unemployment
insurance, the rate of coverage
for women was 39%, compared
to 45% for men. The CLC’s
research found that insurance
coverage for unemployed
Canadians has been cut in

half since the early 1990s, when

Ottawa began changing the rules
and the hours of work

required to qualify for benefits.
Over the same period, the
workforce underwent a change
as more women sought jobs in
sectors which rely heavily on
part-time or seasonal work, such
as the tourism and hospitality
industry. The largest gender gap
and the largest number of
women affected are in the 25 to
44 age group who are more
likely to have young children.
The biggest losers since 1996
have been women over age 45.
Before the EI Program took over,
there was virtually no difference
in coverage. Today only 45% of
these women are covered,
compared to 58% of men the
same age. :

The FTQ’s general secretary
René Roy says Ottawa needs to
be reminded of its responsibility
to administer unemployment
insurance on behalf of all
Canadians. “Right now, it looks
as if the government has been
operating this insurance program
in its own

interest rather than in the interest
of the working people who pay
for it. It is unacceptable to us
and to the millions of workers
we represent, to have rules that
prevent the majority of people
who pay for coverage from
accessing their insurance. It is
particularly offensive when these
rules victimize women,” said
Roy, who also noticed that on a
regional basis, Quebec has lost
3.5 billion dollars every year
since 1996 with the current EI
regimen. Georgetti says the
report proves labour’s longtime
grievance that the EI Program is
out of step with the needs of a
modern workforce which
includes an increasing number of
women and relies .

on a steady supply of skilled
workers. “The EI Program isn’t
working when, just last year,
only 38% of people who found
themselves unemployed had
access to unemployment
insurance. Working people pay
for coverage off of

14

every pay cheque and they
expect this program to be there
when they need it. That isn’t the
case right now, especially for
women who work to support
their families,” says Georgetti.
Barb Byers, an Executive Vice-
President of the Canadian
Labour Congress, says these
new findings prove once and for
all that the EI Program needs to
change.

“Women deserve nothing less
than equal access to
unemployment insurance. The
rules must change to
accommodate the kind of work
that’s out there right now and to
recognize that the

realities of life for many
working mothers make it damn
hard to qualify for benefits.
Let’s make the EI Program work
for everyone,” she says. To drive
the need for change home, all
three labour leaders say MPs can
expect a visit from their local
Labour Council in the coming
months and should be prepared
to publicly endorse

labour’s proposals for
modernizing the EI Program.
Those proposals include a basic
360 hours to qualify, a longer
benefit period and benefits up to
18 months for workers over 43,
a weekly benefit no lower than
two-thirds of the best twelve
weeks of earnings, and regular
EI benefits for all hours of work
lost while training.

“Falling Unemployment
Insurance Protection for
Canada’s Unemployed” is
available from the Canadian
Labour Congress and on line at
www.unemployed.ca.

The FTQ represents over half a
million unionized workers and is
Quebec’s largest labour
federation. The Canadian
Labour Congress, the national
voice of the labour movement,
represents 2.5 million Canadian
workers. The CLC brings
together Canada's national and
international unions along with
the provincial and territorial
federations of labour and 137
district labour councils.

Web site: www.clc-cte.ca
Contact: Jean Wolff
communications@clc-cte.ca



