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In January, Katherine Reed began work on the
Women in Transition Project (WIT), a workshop
designed to help women learn about the social
systems and how these systems directly impact their
lives. Workshops are ongoing and anyone interested
can contact Katherine for more information.The
recent cuts to social programs have made this project
particularly relevant to the lives of women in our
community.

Amanda Workman was hired as Crisis Support
Worker, while Katherine Reed is on the WIT Project.

The Re-entry Program for African Nova Scotia
Women is nearing completion and on May 10, the
women participating "grandmothered" a World March
of Women 2000 event.

The Teens Take Action: A Peer Education Approach
to Dating Violence and Sexual Assault has been
successfully presented to schools and public alike.
The program's positive reception encouraged the
inception of a second peer education project.

Teens Take Action: A Peer Education Approach to
Drug Awareness is a program in which a group of
Grade 8 and 9 students received training and
education regarding group facilitation and tobacco,
alcohol and cannabis abuse. The teens are now
delivering this information to grade 6 students at
schools throughout Antigonish. The AWRC partnered
with Addiction Services for this program.

Fund-raising to support the Sister Mary Macl.eod
Bursary is currently in Progress. Anyone wishing to

Page 2

help out by volunteering to sell tickets at the mall can
contact Vangie. Ann Syperek has generously
donated a print and Gabrieau's Brisro donated lunch
for two.

The Centre has been invited by the Canadian

Association of Sexual Assault Centres to engage in a
research project designed to examine the reasons
behind low reporting and conviction rates for crimes
involving violence against women. All interviews
would be confidential and supportive with ongoing
support available.

The members of the support group for Survivors of
Childhood Sexual Abuse and Assault are beginning a
new session. Anyone interested in joining may
contact Amanda.

The Centre has two students on volunteer work
placements this spring, with both women enrolled in
Nova Scotia Community College programs. The
Library and Information Technology student is
upgrading and organizing our library and the Human
Services student is proving to be the catalyst for the

distribution of the new AWRC pamphiet.

The AWRC wishes to thank the women of Lane A
and Plessis Residences at St. FX who took the time
to donate their extra clothing and food.

The AWRC wishes to thank volunteer Camel
Gallagher and the students and faculty in the Service
Learning program at ST. FX who assisted with the
Income Tax Program.
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I>_s_<_ mc_uom._. Icm._.m vmo_u_.m ON SOCIAL >mm_m._.>20m
38,213 Social Assistance Budget Cuts

Erma,monmm_ Assistance Cut-backs are in the budget?

®

Family Benefits —the social assistance program for persons with disabilities and single
parents — has been done away with. As of May 1, 2000 it no longer exists for umon_m <<:o

- needit.

People on Family Benefits as of April 11, 2000, will continue at the "old" rated, but have
been notified that they will be cut back to the "new" rates in April, 2001 when the legal
system is changed. It appears that the new, one-tier system will be called Income -
Assistance.: : , ,

The "new" Income Assistance rates for applicants who are persons with disabilities and
single parents will be 10% less than the "old" rates. Imagine what it would be like to take

a 10% decrease in pay when you don't have enough to meet basic needs now.

These cut-backs take between $75 to over $100 per month from social assistance

budgets that are already inadequate to meet basic needs. Before this cut, Family Benefits
rates in Nova Scotia were about 20% below the poverty line. With the ocﬁm they will be

~about 30% below the poverty line.

._.sm ._o..\c cut cmox

>  reduces m__ cmm.o mmm_mﬁ:om rates for food, clothing, miscellaneous mmmm::m_m rent

N ‘and utilities at a time when these costs are going up. i .

> take away transportation and house supplies (from dishes to soap) as items of
basic assistance.

- _= addition to »:m 10% cut back

> The amount people can work <<_= be allowed to make in émoma income has Umm:
cut by 50%.

> Medications and special needs are being taken away. People are getting nasty

surprises at Pharmacies when they try to refill prescriptions that were covered up
until the budget.

Page 4 -
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Health care, shelters and other social services will be in greater demand. People
. will lose their children or have to-give them up.:Cutting social-assistance rates puts a
terrible-strain on other services — mmcmo_m__< health care, m:m_nma for the homeless people

and child welfare services.

People will resort to begging, borrowing and stealing. Panhandling and begging on
the streets will increase. Charity will be in greater demand. Churches and food banks will
be overwhelmed with calls for assistance. Shoplifting and other _uma crimes will increase
as people are forced to steal to provide food and other necessities. ;. Fhy

(Prepared by Dalhosie Legal Aid Services, 2209 Gottingen Street, Halifax, 1 902 423- 8105)

DON'T EVER GIVE UP !

CANADA HAS

- MORE PEOPLE
WITH HOUSING
wWOw:wgm

A G
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receive "advanced" surgeries at the same facilities by the same doctors.

Richard Plain, a health economist at the University of Alberta, told the Ottawa Citizen in
February that the Alberta Approach would allow n:<,mmnwm:m to recommend additional private
services on top of insured medicare services. Patients could be billed directly for some services
while Medicare covers others. Traditionally, Canadian doctors have been forced to choose
between omm::m services and receiving payment in full from the government or risk removing
themselves completely from that system, forcing them to find their own U1<m*m patients and to
make sure those patients nm,< their bills.

A report from the University of British Columbia's Centre for Health and vo_mov\ research in March
of this year attributed lengthy waiting lists and unmet patient needs in Alberta largely to the fact
that Alberta spends six percent less than the Canadian average on per capita hospital expenses.

The question remains how and why the Federal government continues to defend the Alberta
Legislation. In the early stages of the introduction of the Bill, Federal Health Minister Allen rock
expressed his concern about the legislation and indicated his preference for withdrawal.

The Canadian Union for mau_o<mmm commissioned Vancouver lawyer Steven m:QUSmP an
expert on international trade, to draft a legal opinion on the impacts of Bill 11 under the NAFTA.
in his report, m:ésm: indicates that there is "significant risks that the province's experiment
would quickly escape whatever bounds it may have intended.” |

He emphasizes the root of the problem is that federal government did not negotiate a board
exclusion of health care under the NAFTA. As a result, if the federal government allows the
Alberta Legislation to pass Bill11, it could seriously undermine the ability of the federal and
provincial government to "protect public health care from the n:m:m:mmm that all too ﬂmma:,\om:
arise under NAFTA's enforcement regime.” |

In other words, the enactment of Bill 11 under the NAFTA oo,c_a mean no government in Canada
would be able to stop the floodgates of for- profit health care from setting up shop across the
country. |

Under NAFTA, American corporations must be treated at lest as well as Canadian corporations.
>:<,, favourtism to O,m:ma_m: delivery systems can be considered an unfair trade barrier and can
be submitted as a challenge to a NAFTA trade tribunal. Therefore, once private American clinics
mﬂmAmmﬁmczmzma_ there is a very good chance that the federal government will be faced with no
longer qm@:.wﬁ,:@ the health care system. |
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ensure that all common-law relationships receive
equal treatment under the law," said Minister
McLellan. "This Bill provides a responsible,
balanced and legally sound framework within
which to address recent court decisions and to
ensure that both benefits and obligations are
applied to common-law relationships, same-sex
and opposite-sex," added Minister McLellan.

"As an employer, the Government of Canada
already provides pension and . other benefits to
unmarried couples, whether they are same-sex Or
opposite-sex,” @.9.33 ‘out Minister Robillard.

"The amendments we have tabled are consistent

4&5 the fair approach that has characterized our
relations with our employees," sheadded. . ...

"The fiscal impact of these amendments will be
minimal if anything at all," indicated Minister
Martin. "This is not a cost issue."

"Canada has always been seen as a beacon of
the changes these
amendments imply for our laws will reaffirm our

tolerance and - faimess;

status as one of the most progressive nations of the
world," Minister Caplan stated.

"These amendments are not a one-way street
While they will result in new benefits being
extended to same-sex couples, they will also
impose on them new obligations. This is both fair
and appropriate,” mentioned Minister Stewart.

The legislative changes will preserve the
fundamental importance of marriage in Canadian
society; the definition of marriage will not change.

The Bill includes amendments to federal laws on
benefits like the Old Age Security Act and the
Canada Pension Plan, as well as tax obligations
and benefits under the Income Tax Act

The Bill
The omnibus legislation would extend
benefits and obligations to same-sex common-law

“couples on the same basis as opposite-sex

common-law  couples.  Sixty-eight statutes

...involving some 20 - departments —are affected.

Amendments will be made to statute such as the
Income Tax Act, the Canada Pension Plan, the

Criminal Code and the Old Age Security Act.

The - proposed. - legislation. maintains the - clear

distinction between married and unmarried
relationships and, wherever possible, uses neutral
terms and language to define relationships and the
partners in them. The term "spouse" refers to
married couples only, and the term "common-law
partner" encompasses people in common-law
relationships, both same-sex and opposite-sex.

The definition of marriage has not changed. The
Government of Canada has no intention of
changing the legal definition of marriage.
Although a few European countries have limited
recognition of same-sex relationships, a clear
distinction is maintained in the law between
marriage and same-sex partnerships.

The changes are balancéd obligations as well as
benefits will be conferred on same-sex couples.
The fiscal impact of these amendments will be
minimal if any at all.
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wmmw...wmﬁwz.wmmw:« Your benefits have been terminated
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If Anderson Consulting and the OEM&W gw.mms of Community and social Services mﬂt%mw way,
that ominious beep beep sound could be coming soon to a welfare office near you! A highly automated
computer system is being developed to take over many duties now performed by welfare workers.
Not only will each have its own ID number, but each person in each family will have one too.
Drug benefits will be provided through a "smart car " usable at any drug store, and it's handy for, the
welfare office to stop the drug benefit mid-month if they have found a reason to cut the person off
Assistance. ;
Filing an apllication will take two appoinments. First is intake screening and if you make it past
that first stage, next is intake verification. To set the stage for this mew system, more and more
information about applicants will be available on computer, from the welfare offices and even other
government programs, federal as well as provincial.
Many people will find themselves communicating with something called IVR (Interactive Voice
Responce) when they call to speak to their worker. The IVR will be programmed to answer so-called|
Lommon questions about entitlement and will even take information from those reporting mn&m:%o%ﬁm
income and earning. The system will flag the worker if any information seems questionable.
Even the process of interviewing files will be automated, with the system alerting the worker if it
has determined that a particular case is high risk. Both frequency and intensity of file reviews will be
decided by the computer, which includes the Welfare Fraud Control data base also,as well..
As scary as this sounds, it may never become implemented in full. Given the Anderson and MCSS
Fecord so far, in the welfar computer system, we just might have a new government before we see any of
this! Let's hope

By Deb O'Connor
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ANTIGONISH WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTER
SUITE 204, KIRK PLACE
219 MAIN ST.
ANTIGONISH, NOVA SCOTIA
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