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o:HmmH<Wm better than expending our energies vammeo.OﬁSmHm. She
writes, "once involved in the inner climate of the climateric the
aging woman should retreat into her own spiritual world and come to

terms with herself.
ridiculed.

She should not be jollied out of it, bullied or
To be patient she must be allowed to be quiet.”

For me that translates as OK guys lay off (all of you). This is
my time for inner work which translates powerfully in my outer life

and outer world.

There is also loss in this transition time. I have
to adjust to my aging body. No more children.

When I see small babies

I have felt a pang then I heave a sigh of relief and feel lighter and

"

freer. --

I find with this change,

other time.

I have done my bit."

I can let that go.

security is an illusion as it is at any

Life has a way of confronting us with events and

experiences that challenge the very foundations of our values and

beliefs.

We just don’t know what is in store for us.

Even the best

laid plans for aging and retiring can backfire. All of which is a
reminder that we must live now fully and consciously with as much joy
and celebration of the incredible beauty and mystery of life and of
the considerable beauty, serenity and innerpower old age can bring.

GLORIA STEINEM

Actually, aging, after fifty, is an exciting new period; it is another country.
Just as it’s exciting and interesting to be an adolescent after having been a

child, or a young adult after having been an adolescent. I like it. It’s an-
other stage of life after you’re finished with this crazy female role.

Observations On Aging
By: Janette Fecteau
(Age 26)

vho knows whea
I became ay mother

’

8§ sister

io this Age I am dancing
just as erratic
but less carefree sometimes

Softer now
the memory is lost
of a straighter
Bore energetic
less hairy
body

Softer now
more the Lover, less the Judge

the Paunch has settled in

to stay

god I Insist on wrinkles

[y older sisters laugh and can’t see then)

Stronger gow
ganaging ayself
no longer lost to the over powering Crush

Laughing with Gladys

who at 85

vent on mugching her toast
o0 reading of the death

of one whon she’d fancied

looking ahead

try to imagine myself

io my mother’s or grandmother’s Aqge
hoping to be

half as Cool

GRANDMOTHER LODGE
Brooke Medicine Eagle

The Grandmother Lodge is the lodge of the white-haired (wisdom) women—
those who have gone beyond the time of giving away the power of their blood,
and now hold it for energy to uphold the Law.

When our elders step across the threshold of the Grandmother Lodge,
leaving their bleeding behind them, they become the Keepers of the Law. No
longer is their attention consumed with the creation and rearing of their own
family. In this sense, they have no children, and in our ways those who are not
parent to any specific child are parent to ALL CHILDREN. Thus their attention
tums to the children of All Qur Relations: not just their own children, or the
children of their friends, their clan or tribe, but the children of all the hoops: the
Two-Leggeds, the Four-Leggeds, the Wingeds, the Finned, the Green-Growing
Ones, and all others. Our relationship with this great circle of Life rests
ultimately in their hands. They must give-away this responsibility by modeling,
teaching, and sharing the living of this law in everyday life—to men, women,
children—that all might come into balance.

‘What this means for women, in very practical terms, is this. When you pass
beyond menopause, you have the opportunity for a renewed and deeply powerful
experience of yourself. As you drop away from the silliness and fear that has
been generated by the “over the hill” cultural trance, and open yourself to the
truth that lives within you—body and spirit—you will find an incredible
challenge—a challenge for which you are better equipped than any other two-
legged. You have the opportunity to sit in council, and using the power of the
blood held among you, create a harmonious world around you.

© et g 0 e AT A MR L PN S T T RN
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COME ONE, COME ALL!!

T0O THE

TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

z ALL AWA MEMBERS
WHEN7? = SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 19953
WHERE7: T B A
WHY 7 = BECAUSE WE DESERVE IT
AND IT WILL BE FUN!!

WE ARE HOPING THIS CELEBRATION CAN DOUBLE AS A HOMECOMING
EVENT FOR OUR SISTERS (MANY OF WHOM ARE FOUNDING MEMBERS) LIVING
AWAY. TO THIS END, LOVELY INVITATION CARDS FEATURING THE GRAPHIC
BELOW HAVE BEEN SENT OUT TO A STAR STUDDED CAST OF >£@ PLAYERS.

(THE GRAPHIC IS A FREEHAND REPRODUCTION BY SHARRON <H_nrk>zcm<> OF

THE MINOAN FRESCO TITLED

MINOS.)

THE EVENT PROMISES TO BE A PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO C
MEET INTERESTING FOLK,
EVERYTHING NICE THAT WE SO

ON NEWS,

AND LEARNED SO MUCH!

"I ADIES IN BLUE"

ENJOY MUSIC,

RICHLY DESERVE.

FooOD,

e ————

RSVP To THE CENTRE PLEASE BY LATE OCTOBER SO WE CAN MAKE

ARRANGEMENTS.

IF YOU CAN BILLET S
THE CENTRE STAFF KNOW.

YyOU WANT MORE INFORMATION.

OMEONE FROM OUT OF TOWN,
WE'LL KEEP A LIST.

FEEL FREE TO

FROM THE PALACE OF

ATCH UP
LAUGHS. ..

WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED
NOow IS THE TIME TO CELEBRATE AND REFLECT.

LET
CALL

National Women’s Peace Resource and Education

Centre to be established by

Over the last few years, the National
Board of Voice of Women has been ex-
ploring ways to increase funding for the
work of Voice of Women. The predomi-
nant feeling was that if we had charitable
status we could attract and actively seek ™
larger donations from individuals and
private foundations. Our enquiries re-
vealed that Voice of Women as an orga-
nization withapolitical and lobbyingrole
cannot qualify as a charity. : .

* 'We can, however, seek charitable.
status for a trust fund with a clear educa-
tional mandate that would be adminis-
tered independently of Voice of Women.
* This is where the proposal ora Women’s
Peace Resource and Education Centre
(WPREC) comes in. Voice of Women’
does a lot of educational and non-lobby
work that could be transferred to WPREC.
Our staff costs could also be absorbed by -
this new entity. As a 33 year old widely -
respected women’s organization, we.re- -
ceive information request from many
people including members, students, ac-
tivists, film-makers, feminist historians,

and national and international groups.

A clear rationale thus exists for offi-
cially establishing a well-organized cen-
tre to serve members and the wider com-
munity. The resources, volunteer mem-
bers and staff of th:z national office cur-
rently serve as a resource centre for our
members and those who seek us out: We
need, however, to receive funding to
maintain and expand the services thatare
clearly in demand

‘The working group for WPREC en-
visions a computer information retrieval
system whereby the national and local
holdings of VOW can be accessed by

- members via computer modem. In using

computer modem technology, materials
can be held in various places around the
country and members can tap into that
information from any computer with a
modem. The initial computer set-up cost
of $3,000 is not something we can afford
now, but could be aimed for in the future.

To move forward with the vision of
WPREC we have hired two women on a
6-month contract through a Canada Em-

Voice of Women

ployment programme. They are assisting
the Working Group for WPREC. A sur-
vey has been designed to help members
decide the priorities and direction-that
WPREC should take. The survey is en-
closed with this newsletter and we ask
you'to please take the time to complete it
so that we may all contribute to this
importantinitiativein the history of Voice
of Women.

In Memoriam

New Brunswick Voice of
‘Women member Gwendolen
Massey died April 6, 1993. Up to
the end she was active writing
letters; one denouncing NAFTA:
appeared in the Spring issue of
Canadian Perspectives, the
publication of the Council of
Canadians. One of Gwendolen’s
last acts was to introduce her
daughter Isabel Massey of Toronto
to the Voice of Women by buying
her 2 membership.

AN A T S YT
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Informational Books :
Brewi, Janice and Anne Brennan, Mid-Life: Psychological and Spiritual Per-
spectives. N.Y.: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1982 !
Brown, Judith K., et al., In Her Prime: A New View of Middle-Aged Women.
Massachusetts: Bergin & Garvey Publishers, Inc., 1985
Cobb, Janine O'Leary, Understanding Menopause. Toronto, Canada: Key Por-
ter Books, 1988.
Costlow, Judy et al., Menopause: A Self-Care Manual. Santa Fe, NM: Santa Fe
Health Education Project, 1989 (Can be ordered from P.O. Box 577, Santa
Fe NM 87501)
Cutler, Winifred Berg, MLD. and David A. Edward, PLD., Menopause: A Guide
mwwwv\eg andthe Men Who Love Them. N.Y.: W.W. Norton & Company,
Dickson, Anne and Nikki Heariques, Women on Menopause. Rochester, Ver-{
mont: Healing Arts Press, 1988 “
Doress, Paula Brown, Diana Laskin Siegal and the Midlife and Older Women'
Book Project, Our Selves Growing Older: Women Aging with Knowledge,
and Power. N.Y .: Touchstone Books, 1987 . |
Downing, Christine, Journey Through Menopause: A Personal Rite of Passage..
N.Y.: Crossroad Publishing Company, 1987
Garfield, Patricia, Ph.D., Women's Bodies, Women's Dreams. N.Y.: Ballantine,
Books, 1988
Gillespie, Lamrian, M.D., You Don’ t Have to Live with Cystitis. New York: Avcon |
Books, 1986. See chapter on “How Menopause and Aging Affect Your!
Urclogic Health” :
Greenwood, Sadja, Menopause Naturally: Preparing for the Sec:
Life. San Francisco CA: Volcano MWP Gmwa::w% ond Halrof
E%%%.m Genia Pauli, Body Metaphors. N.Y.: Crossroad Publishing Company,
m:.nu»ma. Vickie, M.D., No More Hysterectomies. N.Y.: Susan K. Golant, 1989

BOTODOED

OLD PEOPLE EVERYWHERE

Old people need old people, but they also need the
young, and young people need contact with the old.

There is 2 natural tendency for old people to gather together
in clusters or communities. But when these elderly communities
are too isolated or too large; they damage young and old alike.
The young in other parts of town, have no chance of the benefit
of older company, and the old people themselves are far too iso-
lated.

Treated like outsiders, the aged have increasingly clustered to-
gether for mutual support or simply-to enjoy themselves. A now fa-
miliar but still amazing phenomenon has sprung up in the past
decade: dozens of good-sized new towns that exclude people under
65. Built on cheap, outlying land, such communities offer two-bedroom
houses starting at $18,000 plus a refuge from urban violence .
and generational pressures. (Time, August 3, 1970.)

But the choice the old people have made by moving to these
communities and the remarks above are a serious and painful re-
flection of a very sad state of affairs in our culture. The fact is
that contemporary society shunts away old people; and the more
shunted away they are, the deeper the rift between the old and
young. The cld people have no choice but to segregate themselves
——they, like anyone else, have pride; they would rather not be
with younger people who do not appreciate them, and they feign
satisfaction to justify their position. )

And the segregation of the old causes the same rift inside each
individual life: as old people pass into old age communities their ..

fore broken. Their youth is no longer alive in their old age—the
two become dissociated; their lives are cut in two..

In contrast to the situation today, consider how the aged were _
respected and needed in traditional cultures:

Some degree of prestige for the aged seems to have been practically
universal in all known societies. This is so general, in fact, that it cuts.
across many cultural factors that have appeared to determine trends
in other topics related to age. (Th¢ Role of Aged in Primitivs So-
ciety, vu\nn W. Simmons, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1945,
p. 69.

More specifically:

. . . Another family relationship of great significance for the aged
has been the commonly observed intimate association between the very
young and the very old. Frequently they have been left together at
home while the able-bodied have gone forth to earn the family liv-
ing. These oldsters, in their wisdom and experience, have protected ’
and instructed the little ones, while the children, in turn, have acted
as the “eves, ears, hands, and feet” of their féeble old friends. ~

.

" Lark, Susan, MD., The Menopause Self-Felp Book. Berkeley: Celestial Arts,

1990

Mankowitz, Ann, Change of Life. Toronto, Canada: Inner City Books, 1984.

Martin, Emily, The Woman in the Body: A Cultural Analysis of Reproduction.
Boston: Beacon Press, 1987.

Parvati, Jeannine, Hygieia: A Woman's Herbal. Monroe, Utah: Freestope Pub-
lishing Co., 1978. :

Reitz, Rosetta, Menopause: A Positive Approach. New York: Penguin Books,
1977.

Rogers, Natalie, Emerging Woman: A Decade of Midlife Transitions. CA:
Personal Press, 1980

Scarf, Maggie, Unfinished Business: Pressure Points in the Lives of Women.
N.Y.: Ballantine Books, 1988

Taylor, Dena, Red Flower: Rethinking Menstruation. Freedom CA: The Cross-
ing Press, 1988

Walker, Barbara, The Crone: Women of Age,
cisco CA: Harper & Row, 1985

Weideger, Paula, Menstruation & Menopause. N.X .. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 1975.

Wilson, J., Women, Your Body, Your Health. N.Y .: Harcourt, Brace, J ovanovich,

© 1990 ’

Wisdom, and Power. San w_.uu.

Publications

A Book About Menopause by Miryam Gerson and Rosemary Byme-Hunter. To
order, send $4.00 to Montreal Health Press, P.O. Box 1000, Station Place du
Parc, Montreal, Canada H2W 2NI; tel: 514/272-5441

A Friend Indeed, a monthly newsletter whose “intention is to explore meno-
pause as mythology, as biology, as feelings; to offer moral support to those
who need it; to offer an exchange of information from woman to woman,
and to gather together in one place relevant information so that women can
make knowledgeable decisions.” Box 515, Place du Parc Station, Montreal,
Canada H2W 2P, tel: 514/843-5730

Healthsharing:'A Canadian Women's Health Quarterly, issue on menopause,
‘Winter 1990. 14 Skey Lane, Toronto, Ontario, M6J 354

Hot Flash; the official publication of The National Action Forum for Midlife

. and Older Women, Box 816, Stony Brook, NY 1790
Woman of Power, issue #14

Articles

“Estrogen replacement: What are the risks?” in Consumer Reports Health Let-
ter, November 1989, Vol. 1, No. 3

“On menopause and the toll that loss of estrogens can take on a woman’s
sexuality,” by Jane Brody, The New York Times, May 10, 1990

«The Estrogen Fix,” by Andrea Boroff Eagan, Ms., April, 1989
“The Menopausal Years” by Beth Reimer, M.D. Daly City, CA: PAS Publish-
ing, 1980

We therefore need a way of taking care of old people which
provides for the full range of their needs:

1. It must allow them to stay in the neighborhood they know
best—hence some old people in every neighborhood.

2. It must allow old people to be together, yet in groups small
enough not to isolate them from the younger people in the neigh-
borhood.

3. It must allow those old people who are independent to live
independently, without losing the benefits of communality.

4 It must allow those who need nursing care or prepared
meals, to get it, without having to go-to nursing homes far from
the neighborhood. '

All these requirements can be solved together, very simply, if
every neighborhood contains a small pocket of old people, not
concentrated all in one place, but fuzzy at the edges like 2 swarm
of bees. This will both _preserve the symbiosis between young and
old, and give the old people the mutual support they need within
the pockets. Perhaps 20 might live in a central group house,
another 10 or 15 in cottages close to this house, but interlaced
with other houses, and another 10 to 15 also in cottages, still
further from the core, in among the neighborhood, yet always
within 100 or 200 yards of the core, so they can easily walk there
to play chess, have 2 meal, or get help from the nurse.

Build small cottages mwnnmmﬂﬁw for old people. Build
some of them on the land of larger houses, for a grand-
parent; build others on individual lots, much smaller

‘than ordinary lots. In all cases, place these cottages at

ground level, right on the street, where people are walk-
ing by, 2nd clesz to neighborhood services and common
land. .
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NEWS FROM THE CENTRE
by Katherine Reed

The title of this column seems like an enormous under-

statement. Have we got news! Everyone is reeling from all the
changes, opportunities, accomplishments, and details, details,
details. Here is a brief summary:

Due to the efforts of Lucille, and previous work done by
Marion Mac Donald and Rieky Stuart, we now have a Charitable Tax
Number registered under the name of The Antigonish Women's
Resource Centre! (not the AWA). This enables us to issue
official tax receipts to financial supporters of the AWRC. This
has already inspired more people to domnate.

Three new project proposals were granted to the AWA: Thanks
to Lucille’s vision (and skilled, hard work), a project proposal
designed to enhance services to survivors of sexual abuse and
sexual assault was approved by the provincial government under
the Victim’s Services program. Also, a Secretary of State
"Voluntary Action" project was approved. This will research the
fundraising capabilities of an equality seeking organization in a
rural community and develop a fundraising strategy. A small
Community Health Promotion Fund (Dept. of Health NS) initiative
will be supported which will enable us to carry out a public
education campaign about sexual abuse, and a directed therapy
group for women survivors. Judy Whitty is currently working on
the public education component. Watch for events in the next
couple of weeks.

The provincial government granted the AWRC $8,60¢ in June,
thanks to the efforts of Women’s Centres CONNECT!. This money
kept the Centre staffed throughout the summer. This was an
opportunity for me to finish organizing the library, coordinate a
preliminary survey of AWA members, and put together a volunteer
program. I was also able to help The Society for Affordable
Community Housing in Antigonish (SACHA) develop plans to bring
some new housing stock to Antigonish, and carry out an awareness
campaign to inform the public of our activities.

Our library is now entirely on a computer system. This
enables users to find books according to author, subject, or
title. Trained volunteers are now able to use the computer
program to organize the library. We have about 3500 books now
(!) thanks to the generosity of many, many people. If you would
like to donate a book to the library, it would be appreciated...
and put to good use. :

As part of a preliminary AWA members survey, roughly 49
members were interviewed by telephone. The questions asked were
1) How long have you been a member?; 2) Do you know other
members?; 3) Do you intend to continue your membership?;

4) What do you think the AWA and RC should be doing?; 5) Would
you like to be part of a discussion group which would reflect on
the 18 year life of this organization and plan for the future?;
and 6) Would you be interested in volunteering your time to
either the AWA or AWRC? The survey is not yet complete. If you
would like to register your responses, or find out more about
this work, feel free to call me a2t the Centre.

Much work was accomplished by SACHA, a committee of people
working to bring more housing to Antigonish and Area. My time at
the Centre this summer allowed me to be on an advisory committee
helping our summer student, Tish Langlois coordinate communica-
tions about the project to potential participants. This work is
ongoing. If you would like to know more about becoming part of a
home ownership co-op, or if you have housing difficulties, call
us at the Centre for information. '
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Anti-Ageust Work

When we move to change our consciousness, we free
ourselves of built-in disablers. When we share information
with other women, we discover patterns in the problems we
face. When we generalize the specifics of those problems
into political actions, we devise women’s shelters or abor-
tion clinics or the legal/educational fight to reduce violence
against women.

As long as the existing divisions between women en-
courage political impotence, we have to stumble along nww.
ing one step at a time. Perhaps the first step will @n forming
groups of young and middle aged women who wish to con-
front their own ageism. However, there is a danger in this
similar to that encountered in male consciousness raising
~ groups. Men used the opportunity not to explore Snmn.mnx.

* ism but to exchange complaints about women —especially
" uppity women—and ultimately, to devise ways of resisting
the momentum of women’s liberation. (It was only when
some men committed themselves to anti-sexist work and to
. female authority over the naming of sexism that some of
' them began to change.) Perhaps women in forming their
" own groups to combat ageism will fall into the same trap,
_complaining first about their mothers and then old women
_in general. .
Another difficulty which I have witnessed in Ageism
* groups is the tendency of everyone in the group from nmmm.
teen to sixty to talk about the ageism which they experi-
enced as teens (Adultism) or are experiencing as mid-life
women. This is a valuable catharsis, but it will leave the
prejudice against old women intact.
With these problems in mind, I have been devising a
list of discussion topics for women who want to change their

ageism. I have given copies to the few politicized old
women I know and incorporated their reactions. [ have
tried them on a mixed age group of lesbians when I was liv-
ing on women’s land. These questions can be used in a

............. ©rrL4 WdlAda v MACESCAL. 4 U4LS SNIOU.

not be used as a test to see how clean one is but to confror
one’s inner feelings: 10

1. “I can’t help feeling that a mother is someone youka:
not someone you are” What are your feelings about th
statement?

2. An old woman often finds that other women expect h:
to see their needs as hers. Her priorities often becorr
mvisible. Can you describe situations from your li:
when you may have made this assumption?

3. Men go to war assuming they will not meet a bulle
Is this similar to your reaction to your own aging prc
cess?

4. When do you first remember encountering or feelin
revulsion toward old women or the aging process?

5. When did you stop looking up to a woman older, mor
sophisticated, more wise than you? :

6. When did you first sense that reaching a certain ag
meant a loss of power? What age? Over whom?

7. Describe times when you tried to pass for younger. T
pass for older. What privileges were you secking? It
what ways do you anticipate trying to pass in the fu
ture?

8. When did you first notice that you treated olde:
women differently than your contemporaries? How
much older?

9. When you share confidences with a woman much olde:
than yourself, what are your expectations of her?

10. Women face terrible pressure to hide their disabilities
or their age. How do you participate in exerting these
pressures?

11. Make a list of the terms or concepts which demean,
trivialize or otherwise diminish women of aee or

mothers. Make another list of the negative stereotype:
of old women which you remember from your child-
hood, TV, books.

12. Fil in the blanks: - Older women alwa
When I am with oldc

women I generally feel
wouldn’t want an old woman to
When with old women, I'm afraid I wi

_13. Do you feel revulsion toward a woman’s wrinkles, sag
ging muscles, stretch marks, sagging breasts, knobb
Joints, thin hair, facial hair, fat, poor hearing or sight
How about those possibilities or realities in yourself:

14. How do you feel about sex between two old women
Between an older woman and a younger woman? .
the the latter example, who did you identify with
Whom do you imagine as the more empowered, th
initiator, the possible exploiter? What age span is OK

15. Old women find themselves “pedestalized” by younge
women because of their accumulated experience. The;
also are stereotyped as dependent, decayed or incom
petent. Discuss the whys and hows of these contradic
tory methods of distancing older women.

16. What did you learn from your mother or grand
mothers about the aging process?

17. Do you speculate about the age of an older woman, bu
not about your contemporaries? Why?

18. How has ageism hurt you? How do you confront it ir
your daily life? Do you feel that you are actively anti
ageist, as opposed to “not being ageist?”

COMMEMORATIVE

EXHIBITION
December 6-12, 1993

In conjunction with other university events, an exhibition of
art works to commemorate the tragic death of fourteen

| women at L'Ecole Polytechnique on December 6, 1989 wil
k2| be hosted by the St.F.X. Art Gallery. Many well-known
artists across Nova Scotia are contributing works that
reflect a sense of hope, peace, and compassion.

DECEMBER 6
Open House, 11 a.m. -p .m., Art Gallery
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UPHILL

12,

Amgd Barb Hayes said,

"Why don't you just do sort of experienced as unbearable'.
a review of a few chapters...” Far from being a change from
and there they were, two life to death, or death-—-in-
chapters from Germaine Greer's life, 1t can be a liberation.
The Change. 1 guess I had a From the "white slavery of
bit of a mental block about attraction duty”, and from
this . climacteric theme...in the roles of being "someone's
case reading about it would daughter, someone' s lover,
induce premature onset or someone's wife and someone's
something (Confronting my oawn mother..."”, "The Change” means
ageism is like having a that a woman may be fainally
stubbaorn cold: I have to allowed to turn into herself.
sniffle and cough and feel its
snotty ugliness before it goes In the "developed" world there
away) ;3 . however, the actual are no rites of passage for
reading lessened the fear. menopausal women. A bigger
Accumulation of vyears doesn't fuss 1is made of retirement
have to be seen as decline but from paid employment, because
rather as incline towards our " the state and the employer
ideal self. Germaine of course have constituted themselves
says it ever so much better: the arbiters of life-span
events and they issue the
" There are many books written markers. "
now for aging women which Greer says that women w1ill
argue that there need be no have to devise their own rites
change, that the middle aged of passage whether this be
woman can continue being what wearing loud Jjewelry,
she always was, an attractive divorcing a difficult husband
and responsive lover, a after vyears of ‘"“putting ue",
dutiful wife, an efficient or making a decision which may
employee. These books never incur the collective tongue
consider the possibility that clicking of the vounger
a woman could actually be generation. The transition may
tired of being all these be easier "if we think of what
things, or that she might be we are doing not as denial of
conscious of having led an the change or postponement of
unexamined life. Such books the change, but as
assume that what the middle acceleration of the change,
aged woman is afraid of, that . the change back into the self
there is no point in a woman's you were before vyou became a
life if she is not functioning tool of your sexual and
as lover, wife and employee, reproductive destiny. You were
is actually true. You are not strong then, and well, and
reading one of those books...' happy, until adolescence
turned you into something more
Certainly not. Germaine Greer problematical, and vyou shall
is not - rendering menopause be well and strong and happy
invisible. She writes that again. "
“"The Change' needs “mental Accelerate that change? RAmen.
preparation and profound
acceptance 1f it is not to be Diane Walsh

R y ., ‘.-. - ) )

% = Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Socielies
e Assaociation Canadienne des Sociétés Elizabeth Fry
N Z

600 - 251 Bank Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1X3
Telephone : (613) 238-2422
Facsimile: (613) 232-7130

Urgent Request

The purpose of this memorandum is to ask that you Momn O>mm.m in .nwznmm on the m.dBHM
Minister to encourage the Minister of Justice, Pierre Blais, to exercise his Hom—m_mﬁ:\.m voioMN
introduce Canadian legislation that would enable them to undertake a nn.VBE.mwomea, m:w oc
review of the convictions and sentences of women who have been imprisoned for their
involvement in the killing of abusive male partners.

Background

In 1990, the Supreme Court of Canada decided a landmark decision for women in Canada: R.

i i is charged
i Bertha Wilson decided that when a woman 15 ¢
Lo e e M ovidence of his d of the effects of long term abuse

and jury, where such
self-defence results

v. Lavallee. . ; )
with the killing of her mate, evidence of his prior abuse an

i ! " heard by the judge
. "Battered Women’s Syndrome (BWS)), may be
MWmmoaBmaon helps her show that she acted in self-defence. If successful,

in a finding of "Not Guilty". ) UA\L?W, \0 A. ,m ,.
;Oﬂm\.ﬂﬂwcﬂmmW,MM gfznmﬂﬁz . Q.%v Ny)m eNTE R,
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2) FUNDING FOR WOMEN'S CENTRES AND ORGANIZATIONS: Are you
committed to strengthening and expanding the Women's Program
(which funds women's equality-seeking groups and women’s
centres), so that women can hold onto the progress we’'ve made and
continue our struggle toward gender equality?

Junior Bernard: Yes.

Henry Van Berkel: I would not specifically work to fund on the
basis of sex, but rather work for the equality of all citizens.

Francis Le Blanc: For 5 years, I have actively supported the
work of women'’s centres in Cape Breton Highlands-Canso. In 1990
when the Tories cut core funding for women's centres aCross the
country, I and my Liberal colleagues spoke out in the House of
Commons against the measure. In the years following, if a
project needed a letter of support or a phone call to track down
funding, I was there to help.

Liberals have historically been more sympathetic to the
important role that voluntary organizations have played in the
development of federal law and policy. While a new Liberal
government cannot undo everything the Tories have done since
1984, we can and will conduct a thorough review of the levels of
funding to all organizations.

lLewis Mac Kinnon: In February 1993, we renewed the Women's
Program on a permanent basis. In 1992-93, the total budget of
the Women's Program was over $11 million dollars. Funding
priority is given to women experiencing barriers to equality in
addition to gender. The program also works co-operatively with
mainstream institutions to integrate women's equality issues into
their mandate and activities.

3) HOUSING: Do you feel that the federal government should be
making more funding available for social housing? How would you
see the federal and provincial governments working together to
provide housing for low-income Canadians?

Junior Bernard: New Democrats would cancel the housing cuts in

the April 1993 budget. Long-term subsidy programs, SO necessary
to the creation of non-profit housing, would be restored. A
National Cooperative Housing Program would be introduced. For
further information see "There is a choice for affordable
housing”.

Henry Van Berkel: Bureaucratic agencies such as CMHC do little
to enhance housing for low-income Canadians. I would concentrate

efforts on raising income so that decent housing is within reach
of every citizen.

Francis Le Blanc: Yes, I believe that the federal government has
an important role+ to play in social housing in Canada - to
maintain national standards and equal access 1o affordable
housing by all Canadians. Critics of social housing argue that
affordable housing can be more efficiently delivered through the
private market. But they do not acknowledge that the housing

industry is very cyclical in nature, and affordable housing, with
its low profit margin, is last on the 1list for developers.

The conservative record of cuts to social housing is clear.
In 1992, the Tories eliminated the Co-op Housing Program. In
1993, it froze funds for all CMHC programs, effectively killing
the Federal-Provincial Housing Program and the RRAP, to name only
a few.

A new Liberal government will create a national housing
policy that will provide stable funding levels for social housing
development. In particular, we will re-establish the RRAP
program for two years, making 350 million a year available. In
addition, Liberals want to develop a new approach to native
housing that emphasizes community control and flexibility.

Lewis Mac Kinnon: Through the Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC), we will maintain our support for the existing
social housing stock, spending $2 billion annually to help
652,000 families live in adequate housing. Approximately $41
million will be available for new commitments under the social
housing programs this year.



pue $s1s800
5Ied PITIYD 119yl 103 ALed disy 01 uorlonpsp o9susdxa 21D PIIYD
e 10] 21Qq131[2 siuapnis auwil-11ed ayew “SWI] 1SIIJ 2yl 104 -
£11pP2I0 M2U B IO 9]qI8118 siuopnis 2uwil-1ied ayew -
fApnis 2wil-IINy I0J 1IP2ID 33Uyl 9SBI2IOUT -
:01 1IP9ID XB] UOT1BONPS 2Yl WIOJoI

11148 371 *weIlold SeoAT1UusdouUl 3JUIUIRST 22Ul 30NPOIIUT [1Im op
*saoouBmOll® pue suoisusad ,sUBIDIDA
I0 ,suosiad poa[qesIp I0 osd2ueinsu] juswAoidusun ‘A11INO3§
93V PIQ ‘°o2UB}sSISSeE JBIDOS ‘uoIleonpa ‘L21ed yliieay 3urlind 1ou
01 p21jtuwod sI [1oqdwe) WIY IS2ISTUIW SWIIJ tUOUUIY OJBJ SIMDT]

‘werdoxrd 11el1g pesH leutrdiioqy ue jo01td pue ‘sSISYjoW SUWOOUI MO]

107 werdoid UOTITIINN [BI1BUSIJ B I3 JO ‘UOIBISSI YlIeaH S,USUOMR
IOJ] 90US[[90XH JO SI31Ud) ®B 21B8ID ‘YlledH U0 WNIO [BUOTIlEN

B UsSI1[qe1s@ - 21O Yilleay Jo Kidarjop 2y1 Surasoirdur Juipieldsi

siesodoid o1Jy100ds 2WOS PIISJJO 2ABY S[RISQIT 1ng *1292IIpPUl

I0 12031ITp *‘wIoj Aue UT $99] I9sn 123fax am “xelnoriied uj *10V

Y1i1eaH epeue) 9yl Ul So[dIOUIId ¢ 8yl 0O} PoO131IWWOD AJWIT] UIBWII

STBISQIT] "W ]1SAS DYl ISpPUN SIDTAISS JO AISAIISP 2yl pue 21iBOIp2U
Jo sardiodourid o1seq 9yl S9SNJUOD 10U 1SNW IA ‘SIBD Yl[BIY U]

*90usri1adxd YIO0M pUEB UOTI1BONPD

j8urturexrl ‘3urilesunod paje[si-jusuwioldus 103 L11uniioddo

2yl p2isjijo 2q pinoys sirdoayg *110ddns 2A110®% 01 2A1ssed

woxry 31 Buraow ‘31 uSiIsepslI O3 SWII ST 11 1BY]l S9A3112q S[®ISQIT
90967 Souls psau url a2soyl Jurdioy ussq Sey 20UEBISISSE [BIDOS

-jurerlsax Zuipuads

Ul1Iim YimoIi3d ODOIWOUODd pPue uUorlearo gqol Juiuitquwod *yoeoxdde

paoueleq ® yinoIiyl pPaIA3IYyoe 8q AJUO UEBD UOI1ONPSI 1ID1IaDp

18Uyl 9491]2q sandea][00 [vISqIT] AW pue J :ouelg 97 SIdUEBI

roATlONpPoId 2w0I3Qq

27doad 910w puUEB SI0W SB YSIUIWIP [[IM SPI2U PD2UBISISse [BIDOS

-3urpuny S5Ied Yl1lB2Yy UIBIUIBW O} PIODSI UO ST Alied WIOIaY

2yl -Surisnoy pue SIBDIPOW “SOOUBISISSE [BIDOS SB YONS S3DOLAISS

IsAtTIep 01 j1uswuisaol jo AL11oeded SYyi pue oseq Xel 3yl saoirdut

I1IA [T® JO $221n0soa1I uewny 3yl Jutrssauiey -asailonpoid-uou

2woo03q 24aey 21doad 1no jo sofejusdiad sdreTq 1o I9yg uep AIUdy

*ON :piBUISg IOTIUNS

L1121I2p 2yl 3UuiIssaIppe

JO Aem e se (Sursnoy pue ‘2IBOIPOW *SDUBISISSE [BIDOS AJJe1dadss)
tsmerdoxrd [eI20S 01 SIND I9Yliniy 2ss nNok o :SAVIDOId IVIDOS (¥

*s1eoyiew purwsp-y3iy

ur fursnoy o[qepIlojje I0J S[qe[IBA®R spue] [eISp2F snidins 3uljeu

21e 9M *SPIOY2SNOY SWODUI 9}eISpOU-01-m0] I0F Jursnoy aonpoid
01 s10109s 21'vA1id pue o211qnd oyl 19yl1os80] 3UuTdUIIq 21 9H

‘sanssIt SUISNOY JO Ssauaieme

Jeuorieu e dO[SASpP O} puUB ‘SUOI]TIPUOD BUTAI] poaaoxdwl yinoiyl

2711 jJo Aiifenb oyi soueyus o1 disy o031 pue ‘221A13s Fulsnoy

JO [2A2] WNWIUIW B O} S$S9D00k suelipRUE) 9AT3 01 ‘s3ealid pue

511qnd Yyjoq €SUOTINITISUI puUe sjuswuissof 19Yio yitm drysiosujlied
ur SuryIom sapniour osle Zulisnoy JO BIIEB 2Y]l UT UVOIIDdDE INQ

“2WOY UOT1TISUBI] 9y} woIj sinjiedsp 119yl Fuimojlof]

syjuow pue SsYSem oYl Ul pue *SISIID JO SWI] 3Y} 18 UIIPTTIYD

I112y] pue uswom 12533101d dI3Yy ssAaTIBIIIULI 953yl *s$1IUN I23119YSs

Aousgiows Q@] Isyjoue pling OS[e [[Im 2 °SI21[2Yys Adoua3iaus

o2Ae9] £3Yy] I91je S0U9]0TA Altwej JO sSwWIidIAa IOJ S]1Tun PIUTEBIUOD
~J19S QCT 2WOs uo UOCI[TIW @z§ ueyl =21ow puads o3 ueld =4

*111nq usa2q 9ABY SI31[3Ys Q@S I1sowie ‘DHND

52Yy3 Yylim uorjiounfuod uj *50Ua[O0TA AJlwey jo wafqoxd sSnNOIIas

syy1 123%1ei 01 ueld UOTIIIW 9¢T¢ “Ie24-INOCJ B PSONPOIIULT 24

‘1667 Ul pue ‘SATI1BIITU] 29DUS[OIA ATIWEBd 29U} PIYSTIqEISS o ‘88671

ujl ‘psurelUIERW 29 [[IM 90US]0TA AJTWe] JO SWIIDIA IOF SIDS}T3YS
103 Suipuni osodind-[erIOoads O} JUSWIIWWOD [BISPIF 9SUL

*SIB2A 2AT1] IS9A0 UOITTIUW

0OT$ 2A®S [TIM 18U} SAT}eTI}TIUI ZUTIPUS] 31D3IT1P =Y} ysnoiyl st

gursnoy [eroos 1oy s3ulses FurzijedI Apealle 9I® oM yYdOIym Ul sAem

2y1 3o auQ -sposu Zursnoy [er1do0s o1 3urpuodssI I0] soayoroidde

A2U SAaljeAOuUl 21eiousd o1 sdrysisujied mdSu se [[9M sE CAIDATTIDP

pue juosmdoioaosp weifoxd ul siuswasordwl pue SOTOUSIODII]S I21e013
Suras1yoe uo pusdop [[Ia Julisnoy [BIDOS 2Ininy 103 3uipung



- Allow single parents to claim a child care expense deduction
against all income, including UI and child support income, not
just income earned from employment. This is a critical change
because many single parents, especially women, have limited
earned incomes from part-time or low-paying jobs, or are
collecting social benefits and so cannot benefit from the
existing deduction.

5y CHILD CARE: How will your party ensure that viable child-care
options are available to all families who need them?

Junior Bernard: "The Jobs Plan" (an NDP strategy) includes a
national child care program. It will double the number of child
care spaces over the next Parliament, allowing parents to stay in
the work force, learn new skills and build a better life. It

will create 40,000 new jobs for child care workers across the
country, and improve working conditions for another 35,000

workers. It will also save a lot of money for low- and middle-
income families. For further information see "Canada Works when
Canadians work: a strategy for full employment”, and "There is a

choice for access to quality child care”.

Henry Van Berkel: The Reform Party does not support a national
child care program. We support the financing of needs not
funding for a huge bureaucracy. We advocate funding to

individuals to allow them a choice between child care and work
force participation.

Francis Le Blanc: Parents with young families need support that
enables them to participate fully in the economic life of Canada.

Single mothers in particular need quality child care. Many are
dependent on welfare - they cannot earn a living or get training
because they cannot find good care for their children. Keeping

these women on welfare is much more expensive than helping them
enter the workforce with child care.

The object of the Liberal policy on child care is to create
genuine choices for parents. We also support the principle of
basing fees on the parents’ ability to pay.

A Liberal government, if it can obtain the agreement of the
provinces, will be creating 50,000 new child care spaces in each
yvear that follows a year of 3 % economic growth, up to a total of
150,000 new spaces. A regulated space may be based in a person’'s
home with only a few children, or it may be run by a community
organization, a parent board, local government, an owner-
operator, or a multi-service agency such as the YMCA/YWCA. For
these new spaces, a Liberal government will provide 40% of the
cost, the provincial governments 40% and parents will provide the
remaining 20% (exact fees will be determined by a sliding scale
based on income).

Lewis Mac Kinnon: We remain committed to quality care for
Canadian children. We now direct more than $1 billion a year to
child care, and spend $15 billion a year on programs for children
and their families.

Since 1984, we have more than doubled the Child Care Expense
Deduction for pre-school and special-needs children.

Our new Child Tax Benefit provides up to an additional 8213
for children under seven, if child care is not claimed.

Under the Canada Assistance Plan, we continue to share day
care costs for low-income families with the provinces. We
provide dependant care allowances for people taking part in
federally sponsored training programs.

Through the Child Care Initiatives Fund, $100 million is
being spent over seven years to support research and pilot
projects on ways of developing improved child care services.

Prime Minister Kim Campbell has proposed a new education tax
credit that provides child care expeénse deductions for part-time
students.



