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A ONHH‘NOH Help

Occasionally I am so
amazed and Dbaffled by a
person's behaviour that I am
compelled to share my feelings
with others in hopes of finding
a logical zreason for that
behaviour. Perhaps you can
help me with this one:

I recently had the
misfortune of breaking down on
the highway on my way home from
work. I was on an on-ramp
approaching the Trans-Canada
highway when I felt my car
begin to die. T quickly pulled
over as much as possible, and
did get most of the way off the
road where the vehicle would go
no further. I turned on my
.hazard lights to warn other
drivers, and proceeded to curse
my luck. I was sitting there
on the side of the road, half
on the shoulder, with plenty of
room for observant drivers to
steer around me, when I picked
up my car phone to call for
help. I then noticed in my
rear-view mirror that a woman
had driven directly behind me
up to my bumper and was sitting
there. I would think that
anyone who |has taken the
compulsory driver's examination
would know the meaning of

flashing hazard lights.
Nonetheless, <there she sat,
expecting me to move. I stuck

.my hand out the window to wave
her on. She then pulled up
beside me and stopped, rolling
down hex window. How
thoughtful! I believed she was
offering some assistance,
however, I was on the phone
arranging for some help. To my
absolute amazement, the woman
had actually stopped to yell at
me! She hollered that I should
find some other place to talk
on the phone! As if I would
stop on the ramp of the highway
to chat! I then yelled back to
her that my vehicle had broken
down and I was phoning for
heln.

When she heard this, did
she apologize or offer to help?
No! She hit the gas and drove
off! 1If only I had thought to
get her licence plate... T
would love to ask her how she
would feel if she were in my
position.

This woman had shook me up
so much that I then sat in my
car crying, not a reaction
which I am proud of, but I
blame that on the pregnancy
hormones. Yes, I neglected to
mention that I am five months
pregnant. I would like to ask
that woman how she would feel
if she were five months
pregnant, travelling alone and
stranded on the side of the
highway with a broken down
vehicle. I hope for her sake
that she encounters someone
much more sympathetic that she
is herself.

After this experience, I
then sat there dismaying over
the fact that in this "small
town," during the five o'clock
rush of traffic, no one would
stop to offer any assistance.
It was not until I saw my help
arriving that a vehicle with a
few men in it did stop and
offer to help.

Perhaps the subject of
this tale was having a
particularly bad day. However,
anyone operating a vehicle,
whether they are cranky or not,
should be aware that flashing
hazard lights mean just that:
hazard. My hope and wish,
especially with the oncoming

_ birth of my child, is for

people to have more patience
and understanding with each
other. Is that too much to
ask?

Charlie ten Brinke
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"problem”" they suggest that we
choose one of three strategies:

1) Make the sentence plural.
For example, change

"Becoming a doctor can be 2a
lonely experience, one that
takes a large toll not only on
the young doctor, but also on
his patients' to

"Becoming a doctor can be a
lonely experience, oOne that
takes a large toll not only on
young doctors but also on
patients"

2) Change "his" to "the'.
Example: Change 'the member
will promptly disclose to his
(the) client any interest in a
business which may affect the
client"

3) Use 'they" as a singular
pronoun.Example: "Everyone for
‘themselves'.

This one makes English teachers
cringe. It brazenly defies the
rule that "everyone' is
singular. But according to the
booklet, " rthey’ - 1is the
closest thing we have to an
indeterminate singular
pronoun'. Apparently it was
even considered correct until
the mid-nineteenth century.
So... if it was good enough for
Jane Austin and William
Shakespeare, it should be good
enough for us.

Words that hurt. Gender
stereotyping in language covers
more than the careless use of
"man" or "he" when we mean
"humans'' or "they". Our
language is a wonderfully rich
and living land. But it is also
a minefield. Consider the very
common use—still- of "girl" for
a grown woman when the
equivalent use of "boy'" for a
grown man would be considered
insulting. "Boy" connotes
immaturity, lack of power.
Although we sometimes hear
about "a night out with the
boys'", it 1is generally used
much less frequently than
"girl": 'the girl in the
office"...'""that little girl who
waited on us"...the
connctations are immaturity,
oowerlessness.

Laurel Richardson gives many

more examples of gender
stereotyping in language. Have
you ever noticed, for example,
that women are defined in terms
of their sexual desirability to
men whereas men are defined in
terms of their sexual prowess
over women? Think of the words
for women: dog, fox, broad,
chick, bitch. For men: stud,
hunk...

Richardson cites an analysis of
sexual slang which listed more

_than 1000 words and phrases

that derogate women sexually;
there 1is nowhere near this
number for describing men.
There are approximately 500
synonyms for "prostitute" and.
only 65 for "whoremonger', 220
words for a sexually
promiscuous woman and only 22
for a sexually promiscuous man.
Wwomen then, are still "defined
as sexual objects. Richardson

_writes: "For both genders, the

constant bombardment of
prescribed sexuality is bound
to have real consequences.' She
notes that even words referring
to women, which began as
neutral, have come to acquire
obscene or debased
connotations. It seems to be a
historical pattern. While "sir"
and "Mister' remain titles of

courtesy, ""Madam"', "Miss'",
"Mistress' have come to
designate respectively a

brothelkeeper, a prostitute,
and a male’s unmarried sexual
partner. "Hussy'" originally
meant ''housewife', but became
slang for '"prostitute'. "Mother
£....." has become a common
epithet. ''Whore' once meant "'a
lover of either sex" but became
sexually derogatory. Think of
"girlie", "Lady of the
Evening'', etc. In contrast,
the male word, rather than
undergoing this derogation
process, is often replaced by a
female referent when the
speaker wants to debase -the
male: a weak man is a ''sissy”
(diminutive of "sister"), a
green army recruit a "pussy"

In summary, language not only
reflects the inequality which
is still present in our
society; it also contributes to
this inequality. As Richardson

1

says, '...language perpetuates
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An Exerpt from Words That Count Women In:

NOILUS 1lid . e il

Non—inclusive

actress

barmaid, barman
businessman
business executive,
professional,
entrepreneur
clergyman

fireman
mailman

longshoreman
saleslady, salesman

steward, stewardess
waitress

handyman
sportsmanlike

housewife/househusband

layman

balls (eg "She’s/he’s got balls")
sexpot, sex kitten

0ld maid

sissy-

Inclusive

actor
bartender
business person,

cleric, member of the
clergy

firefighter

letter carrier, mail
carrier

dockhand, shorehand
sales clerk, sales
agent, sales
representative
flight attendant
waiter, server
do-it-yourselfer
sporting, fair,

team spirited
homemaker

layperson, amateur
guts, moxie

avoid

avoid

avoid

is available at the

Want some more gems? QOHmm That Count Women In

Women Centre.
AMORAL ALICE

Tn wost cultures, keepers of the cluldish
mind long upheld that stories told to a
child must have a moral purpose. In the
oral Alrican tradition, where animals
predominate, the tortolse 1s cunmning
(and olten lemale), the leopard strong
(inevitably male), the snake evil (etther).
And all get their just desserts. In Britain.
Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland was
the first children’s book to throw such
ideas down the rabbit-hole. “It has no
moral and does not teach anything”,
remarked a contemporay in
astonishment. Alice’s adventures are
unconnecled to merit or misbehavior and
Carroll even uses his own nonsensical
conveniions 1o mock the moral tale. The
Duchess ol Wonderland pursues morals
in absurd places: “Tut, tut, child!” she
tells Alice. “Everything’s got a moral. il
only vou can find it!” Many modern
commentators on children’s ileraiure
ecliv ber Cveryihing's got a gender

condiiioner, if only you can [ind it.”

(From New [nternationalist. February. 1993)

THE UNIVERSAL CINDERELLA

In traditional stories. folk or tawry. bovs
get the active roles. It does not matter
where the siories originate -the Ganges
river basin. the Transylvanian woods. or
the vales of England. Girls either get
support roles or they are princesses.
often becoming “princessfied” during the
story. Of course. this doesn't happen if
they are ugly or have large feel. nor it
they lack respect for their elders. Long
fair hair and smilingly dutiful behavior -
spinnming, sweeping, running errands - are
preconditions of “princessification”.
Permanent marital happiness in
luxurious surroundings is the reward.
The degree to which these stortes appear
with the same hasic ingredients in
different cultures is a testament to how
universal has been the value system
surrounding girlhood.

(From New Internationalist. Fcbruarv. 1993)
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investment almost immediately,
and within the next 10 to 20
years we could see a
significant decline in pooT
educational outcomes, crime
rates, ill health, family
dysfunction, community decay,
addictions and high reliance on
oo<mﬂdambn income assistance

and health care interventions.

(Katherine Reed)

1 -canada_ Ranks mmnosm in Wor

13 Wealth Study ., The Sunday Daily

News Se. 17, 1995
Poverty Profile 1995
1% it

1" "

sounding the Alarms:

The National Oocboww of Welfare

poverty in canada, Senator

Alternatives

~ o) oW

Erminie Cohen with Angela Pe
The Mopitor Feb. 1993 from

Don't Sell Our Social Svyste

tten, 1997 .
the Canadian centre for Policy

m Short Robert white in The

Globe and Mail, Oct. 3, 1994

For more HmeHEmmHon.QOSdmow the Antigonish women's Resource Centre

at 863-6221.

Election Time

It is once again fall, and
election time. Along with
colourful leaves, you may
encounter would-be politicians
roaming the neighbourhood,
trying to win your vote. I
recently had the opportunity to
meet the candidates running for
council in my district.
Thinking back, my meeting with
the first candidate could very
well have been an excerpt from
a sixties sitcom.

I answered the door to see
a man who introduced himself as
a candidate running fox
election. He then inquired as
to my husband's name, and where
he works. The politician then
said for me to tell my husband
to call if he has any questions
or concerns, then he proceeded
to walk out the door.

T was so shocked at his
comments and behaviour that I
didn't stop him from leaving,
though I wish now that I had.
This candidate did not realize
that he had been speaking to
the most politically active
member of the household. He
nhad peen face to face with an
educated voter, and never asked
me what my name Wwas, what I
did, or if I had any concerns.
To top it all off, as soon as
he had said that he was running
for council, I was about to ask

him where he stood on an issue
which was of some concern to
me, but he cut me off to ask
about my husband.

So I am grateful that this
candidate came to my doocr to
introduce nimself. I can
safely -say that when I vote
this £all, I will remember the
name of the candidate who has a
blatant disregard for 50% of
the wvoters.

Charlie ten Brinke
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NEWS FROM THE CENTRE

As usual there is never a dull
moment at the women’s centre,
nor is there often a quiet
moment. The usage of both
facilities and services by
women of the community
continues to increase. The
centre is also used by
community groups for meetings
and library/information
resources. Last month,
(Sept.) there were 874
contacts, including 80 peer
counselling sessions. The
most frequent areas of concern
were housing, sexual violence,
poverty and health.

Throughout this year, the
focus of the AWRC is on women
and women'’s relationship to
economics. We are approaching
this from both an economic
development and an economic
justice standpoint. Women’s
equitable participation in
community economic development
and the incorporation of
women’s understanding of
family, workplace, community
and global issues is essential
to developing a Jjust,
equitable, and healthy
society.

We began this activity in the
late spring by conducting five
focus groups on women’s role
in the local economy as to how
women have been affected by
recent changes in the economy
and in government policy. The
next step will involve
heightening women’s
understanding of economic
issues so we can situate
ourselves in the local
economy, begin to envision the
Antigonish area as a healthy
community, and come up with a
strategy for arriving at that
vision. v

The last stage of our work
will involve communicating to
iocal decision-makers (e.qg.
municipal councillors,
regional development authority
officials, board members of
local co-ops and the credit
union, etc.) the reality that
women are currently
experiencing, and the vision
we have for local community
economic development. The
AWRC is working with other
organizations and projects,
specifically the provincial
women for Economic Equality

Project and the Antigonish
Coalition for Economic
Justice, to educate decision-
makers about women’s economic
concerns, as well as all that
women have to offer as
participants in these
important decision—-making
processes. For more
information call Katherine at
863—6221 or email
msnwozﬂo@mCHmooa.ooa.

The Take Back the Night event
was lively and well—-attended.
Participants were mostly women
from St. F. X. University.
About 100 women and 10 men got
involved. The women took to
the streets, while the men
gathered for an educational
video and discussion. There
was some discussion about
whether we should have a women
only walk, or not. Your .
comments and suggestions on
this topic are welcome - just

_call the Centre.

Judith MacPhee from the N. S.
Dept. of Justice made a
presentation at the Centre on
the new Maintenance
Enforcement Program. It was
extremely informative and
encouraging to hear that
government is taking strong
measures to ensure that child
support payments are made.

We are just beginning a new
project called "Teens Take
Action". This work is funded
by the Canadian Women'’s
Foundation and is being
coordinated by Barbara Hayes.
The project involves educating
a core group of high-school
students as peer educators who
will raise the awareness of
other students about dealing
with dating violence.

The library has some exciting
new books available for
borrowing and we can plug the
kettle at a moment’s nctice if
someone drops by, soO please
do! There will be some very
interesting Friday Brown Bag
Tunches during October and
November. Don’t miss Jeanneé
Fay’s presentation, From
"welfare Bum' to ''Single Mum' :
The Political Construction of
Wwomen on Social Assistance in
Nova Scotia, Oct. 23, 7pm, B19
Nicholson, St. F. X.
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| SYMPRTUIZE WITH YOUR DESIRE
SOR TNCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 1N CRURCH
BUT m USE. A LOT Of QUOTATIONS AND ’
IT \$HT FAIR TO CRANGE WORDS OF
GREAT OLb POETS. A

HENRY, WE'RE AMARTH

LoST! WHY oS 66T

MMN\ZVNW\EQ 00 WHAT >>
ou vy MAN’S GOTTA

What's & {ive lettor
word for hard-working,
consclantious, reilable
and durable?

WMICK DO YOU MANT MOST IN
YOUR CRURCH, ALWE WOMEN
OR DEAD POETS?

AN

| am actwe .anmi v(0US agHfessive,
Cofious _Qm@@r.n\?*ma sing

~dork and viventie .

e

asserhive,
\mﬁvpf N noepe

7

Noedless Yo Say, TS hasnt
WON ™2 ™AWy frends.



