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AFFIRMATIVE 'INACTION™:

With repeated exposure of the discriminatory practices
of employers, and continued pressure from women, women's groups
minorities and the disabled some employers were pressured into
introducing policies to attempt to 'minimize'differential
treatment in hiring practices. This policy is called 'Affirmative

Action'. 1In theory an employer agreeing to an affirmative

action program sets out to identify and correct systematic
discrimination practices. The aim of this policy is to correct
the injustices of the past so that some day women will be

fairly represented in all areas of the work force. In some .
‘cases the policy requires employers, when advertising a position,
to encourage particular groups to apply,ie. the ad may read
"women are encouraged to apply". ]

In theory this sounds like the answer to our problems. We
can stop the struggle for employment equity with the employers
who have adopted this policy. -- Or can we? How effective is
this policy? v

Several feminist researchers have pointed out problems with
KNfirmative Action. In Nova Scotia the largest affirmative
action employer is the government with its target group including
minorities, the disabled and women. Despite the inclusion of
women-in the target group, reports of the effects of Affirmative
Action focuses on minorities and the disabled. Women are not
identified numerically as benefitting from Affirmative Action.
Therefore we have no way to see if this program is effective in
relation to hiring more women. One is left to guess whether or not
women have received representation among minoritiss and the disabled

Many problems with Affirmative Action lies in the ambiguity
of the policy. There are no strict guidlines to follow nor is
there any form of punishment for not following this policy. In a
patriarchal society sexist employers can take advantage Of this
ambiguous policy. Employers may argue "no women applied" or
"she wasn't qualified". Without strict quidelines to force the
employer to keep records of all applicants there is no way to
dispute these excuses.

Employers can also 'fudge' the job description to fit a
particular candidate. A job description could be written
around a particular applicants experience ensuring that no other
candidate will fit the description. Another way around
Affirmative Action is through the lack of advertising. Without
a mandatory advertising policy employers are able to select the
applicants they want through the "old boys network".

Many critics of Affirmative Action would agree that the
adoption of this policy by employers is for appearance only- On
the outside employers appear to be striving towards equality.
Until employers impose strict gquidelines to eliminate the many
loopholes in Affirmative Action policies the policy may as well
be referred to as 'Affirmative Inaction',

Donna MacDonald
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LIVING ON WELFARE IN ANTIGONISH

Most people realize that living on welfare is no joke. Most
of us have heard the complaints of welfare recipients, and of
course, we've all heard the complaints of hard-working people who
think that wefare recipients get more than they deserve. But
what is life really like for the people who experience welfare?
The following is a composite account of life on assistance for a
single mother. The rules and dollar figures quoted are real.

Mary is a single parent. She asked her husband to leave the
family home after many years of emotional abuse suffered by herself
and the two girls, Sue, age 6, and Sharon, age 12. Her daughters
visit their father sporadically, (at his convennience) and it is
always an ordeal. He is not above using emotional blackmail to
get whatever he wants, and he is hateful toward the whole family,
yet he occasionally showers the girls with expensive gifts. Mary
just wishes he would save his money and make regular maintinence
payments for a change instead of dragging her through Family Court
over and over until she feels like strangling someone - mostly him.

Mary stayed home and took care of her kids when they were
small, so when her husband first left, she had no job and had to
turn to welfare. Her parents were upset about this and let her

know that they were angry and embarrassed. Antigonish is a small
town and news travels...

Mary's first visit to the welfare office revealed that she was
only entitled to $632.00 per month for everything. She felt like
crawling under the floor tiles when she saw that the secretary/
receptionist was her brother's neighbor. She knew that she would
have to move immediately, (as if the kids needed more upset) because
the worker told her that $375.00 per month was all she would be
getting for rent, heat & lights untill her six-month waiting period
was up and she could apply for Family Benefits. Of course, she was
unable to find an apartment in Antigonish for less than $450.00 per
-month without heat and lights included, so Mary did the only logical
thing she could - she found an old house in the county for $300.00.
Unfourtunately, she didn't realize that there was very little insul-
ation in the place and the heat cost her about $120.00 per month.

Mary had to turn to her mother for help with the heat bili,
as well as rides into town for grocery shopping and laundry. Her
mom's savings dwindled very quickly and her mom became less and
less understanding about the whole situation. Mary had no phone
so there was very little opportunity to talk to anyone about her
problems. By the time the waiting period was up, Mary had gained
20 1bs. and she was quite depressed and yelled at the kids alot.

Now that her Family Benefits have come through, Mary is a bit
better off. She moved into a trailer in town now, so at least she
has some other people to talk to. The kids have adjusted to yet
another move, but anything is better than how it was a few months
ago. She gets enough for rent, heat and lights now, but once food
and other expenses are paid for there is no money for shoes, boots,
school clothes in September, or gifts for birthdays or Christmas.

She is looking for a part-time job, and someday she hopes
to go to university and get a social work degree - God knows,
she has learned enough about social problems in the last vear.
She has a boyfriend now too, and she knows her parents don't
approve of it, but he sleeps at her place every now and then.
She is afraid her welfare worker will find out through the neigh-
bors and someone told her that if a man stays overnight, she'll
lose her benefits. It's a nervous way to have a relationship, but
it's better than being lonely. Maybe they'll get married someday
if it works out.

Katherine Reed
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INNU WOMEN F1

b-

GHT FOR

SELF-DETERMINATION

Elizabeth Penashue and Rose OﬂmmoMnm brought the story om
the struggle of the Innu to save their land and way of life

to people in Antigonish last September.

Since then many of

us have written to the Ministers of Defence and Indian Affairs
protesting the plan for the establishment of a Nato base at
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By Betty Henderson

Thousands of years before the rise and
fall of Eastern and African civilizations, be-
fore Greeksfought Trojans over Helen, before
the Romans brought temporary civilization
to England (they didn’t make it to the Celtic
fringes), or Europeans “discovered™ - more
properly “reached” -the American continent,
the Innu people established themselves in
Labrador.

There they developed a way of life
harmonious among themselves - crime was
almost unknown - and harmonious with
nature, on which they totally depended. They
were, and continued to be until the post-
WWI| era, self-supporting and in effect self-
governing. When the early boat-people,
explorers and fishermen, came, they were
received as friends - not run out of town. As
the continent filled up with aliens, the Innu
kept apart cherishing their own language,
culture and migratory way of life. Never did
they treat with the incoming whites or sign
away their ancestral heritage. Thay still
assume, quite rationally in the light of naturai
Justice, that their ancestrallands in Labrador
are their own, not Canadian. A legal deter-
mination is pending, and the Innu will take
their cause to the World Court, if necessary.

The rot set in at Goose Bay, developed
as an Allied (essentially US) base during
WWIL. There were jobs, at minimal pay, for
some Innu, which resulted in their becoming
townees instead of nomads, gradually con-
verted them to a cash economy, introduced
them to American goods and merchandis-
ing, to white diseases, and especially to
alcohol.

ittook very little time to erode the 9,000-
year-old culture. Innu women, Elizabeth
Penashue and Rose Gregoire, visiting
Charlottetown in September, struggling with
a deep sense of shame, told how white
schooling had made the children ashamed
oftheirown “pagan”ways and leftthem open
to the incoming temptations of the Base -
drink, gambling, prostitution. Drunken men
came home and abused their wives and
children, young women were raped and

Wt

?

—etutensaetiuttiie.

prostituted, and insvitably a number of ille-
gitimate, fatherless children arrived. These
children, usually fair-haired among a dark-
haired race, are very obvious in the popula-
tion and suffer accordingly. Gradually, too,
people who have been hunters have lost
their skills, though sfforts are made to retain
them, and, when temporary employment is
lacking, go on welfare.

This has been happening since WWIL.
Now a far worse future threatens. The
Canadian Government already is sharing
the air base with the US, Germany, Holland
and Britain as a fine, empty space in which
to practise military exercises, especially
supersonic, low-level flying. The Germans
are here because the German people would
no longer put up with the devastating sffects
of the sonic booms. (It may be recalled that
the Concorde supersonic planes have to cut
back to subsonic speeds when nearing ei-
ther Europe or the US.) The decibel level is
well beyond acceptable health levels. Can-
adais anxiousto develop the presentopera-
tioninto afull-scale NATOtraining base -our
contribution to NATO - which would result in
40,000 (one every 10 minutes or so) over-
flights per annum. Inadditionthere would be
mock air-fights, bombing missions, and other
reincarnations of WWIL.

Already, Elizabeth and Rose told us,
the social problems are escalating, with, as

and the super sonic low-level flights over Innu

Henderson wrote the following article for Common Ground
Elizabeth and Rose visited P.E.I.

well, drugs and AIDS on the horizon. Those
Innu who try to maintain their old hunting
patterns find the animals have been scared
and damaged by overflights, the fish in the
rivers and lakes diverted andkilled by bombs.
Pollution mounts. Fishermen can fall into
the water and drown when startled by sonic
booms. Children are terrified and perma-
nently deafened. Pregnant women are seri-
ously affected. Innu life and culture is crum-
bling around them. We have our own Beirut!

But the women are not giving up easily.
They have organized sit-ins on the runways
to prevent flights (and gain publicity) and
they will carry on with this even if it means
prison. They are also bringing their mes-
sage toother parts of Canada - most recently
the Maritimes, but earlier to Ottawa and
Toronto. Time is short, as the Federal
Governmenthopestohavethe NATO agree-
ment settled in November.

As Elizabeth and Rose pointed out, they
are not just fighting for themselves but for all
women concerned about peace - and, | may
add, the ecosystem. Just as it is vital to
maintain the rainforests forthe sake of future
generations, the ecosystem of Labrador will
be important to us in an over-heating world,
as willthe knowledge of the Innu about living
self-sustainingly init. Before itistoo late, let
us write to the Prima Minister and the Minis-
ters of Defense, Environment, Health and
Welfare, Indian Affairs, etc., protasting this
violent, destructive, arbitrary activity in terri-
tory over which we really have no legal
rights.

We already have the extinction of the
Newfoundland Beothuk as part of our his-
tory. The Innu will not depart so quietly, and
will shed a more than dubious light on our
clamorous concerns for human rights in
OTHER countries.

N.B. Anyone wishing to contribute fi-
nancially may donate to“Innu Defance Fund”,
Assembly of First Nations, 3rd Floor - Atrium
Building, 47 Clarence St., Ottawa, K1N 9K1.

Formare information call Project North, 892-
1251.

Bill McKnight

Hon. Pierre Cadieux

Minister of Indian Affa:
& Northern Development
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OH4

Defence
House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0OK2
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Don't forget our annual Cristmas Party scheduled for Dec. 8,

at 8 p.m. at the CAMR Workshop. Some problems that arose last
year have been corrected, (promise), and this one will be a

fun filled evening. Some of the plans for the event are a bhrief
perfomace/sing along with the new singing group who's focus is
rousing, woman-affirming popular music; the annual Feminist
Cristmas Stocking Draw; delicious pot-luck finger foods as usual;
not to mention all those wonderful, wise, well-disposed, warm,
worldly, (need I go on) women of the AWA.

As usual this is a pot-luck, BYOB event, and this year, in the
intrests of protecting Mother Earth, we will "Lug-a-Mug", and
probably a few wine glasses, instead of using disposable products.
Feel free to call me at the office or at home at 863-3444 if you
have gquestions, suggestions, etc. See you there!

!
0 N Katherine Reed
X~ WN

CHRISTMAS STOCKING

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN! Christmas is almost upon us and we are
looking for donations for the FEMINIST CHRISTMAS STOCKING. The
stocking will be given away at the AWA Christmas Party, Dec. ,
so please bring in DONATIONS to the Centre before Dec. 8 or
bring them to the party.

This annual fundraising effort is for the SISTER MARY MACLEOD

BURSARY which goes to a woman who is returning to school as a

mature student. Last year's recipient was Denise Breen. Denise
is now enrolled in St. Martha's School of Nursing.

AWA 1989-90 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

YAEL GLUCK NASHA MURPHY, treasurer

JESSIE KENNEDY EILEEN CAREY, chair

DONNA MACDONALD KATHERINE WINLO, student liason
JUDY MACLEAN DOROTHY THOMPSON

MARION MACDONALD BETTY-ANNE FRASER

MARTHA MCGINN
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INVITIATION

The Resource Centre Library is full of interesting, informative,
entertaining and some downright funny books. It is here for you

to use, and Katherine and Lucille are here to help you to make the
most of this resource. Some new arrivals are "Cat's Eye" by Margaret
Atwood, celebrated Canadian feminist/author, "Avoiding Pregnancy"
and "Talking About Periods" from the Vancouver Women's Health Coll-
ective, as well as several magazines produced by women's groups with-
in the province and nationally on all areas of intrest. Some
examples of these publications are "MediaWatch", a bulletin which
reports on the portrayal of women in print and broadcast media,

and what legislative initiatives are going on; "Status of Women
News", produced by the Nova Scotia Advisory Council on Women, which
is an excellent update on immediate issues in the province; The
Women's Action Coalition Newsletter; "Tightwire" a quarterly nevs-
letter put out by the women of the Kingston Prison for Women, and
many many more.

If anyone knows the whereabouts of the "Runes Book" and "The Dialec-
tic of Sex" please give us a call.

‘C/....EV

ANNOUNCEMENT

Katherine is currently applying for funding in order to set

up a support group for single mothers. We all know that these
mothers are some of the most over-taxed and undernourished
people in our society today, (not to mention their children).
The program will help the women to make connections with others,
brainstorm for creative solutions, and occasionally, a resource
person will come in to offer information on topics of concern.
If you know anyone who would benefit from this initiative please
tell her to call us. If you are a single mom, give us a call
and register. We hope to get started in mid-Jan./90. We are

optimistic about getting funding to cover the costs of babysitting
and transportation for the mothers.
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WOMEN'S RESOURGE

QENTRE
~ CALENDAR OF EVENTS

.************************************%**************************

204B Kirk Place, 219 Main Street, Antigonish
call 863-6221
Open Mon. - Wed. 9-4; Thurs. and Fri. 9-5

t
M**************************************************************

G
2

W

3
)

()

December 1 WORLD AIDS DAY

4
0

December 4 AWA BOARD MEETING, all members welcome,
Resource Centre, 7pm

December GODDESS REMEMBERED and ADAM'S WORLD,

two new releases from the National Film
Board, Women's Centre, 7:30pm

December

(

AWA CHRISTMAS PARTY, bring friends,

spirits, finger foods, singing voices,
CAMR, 8pm

December SCENES FROM A MARRIAGE, critic's Choice

Film Series, directed by Ingar Bergman,
Sweden, 7:30pm

December OPEN HOUSE AT THE CENTRE, drop in for
' a cup of cider and a Tarot reading,

12-4pm, Women's Resource Centre

Thurs. December 21

, RESOURCE CENTRE IS CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS.
- Wed. January 3

HAVE A JOYFUL HOLIDAY AND WE'LL SEE YOU
IN 1990!

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE IN SEPTEMBER

2,

If you have forgotten to pay your membership, we would

appreciate your remembering us now. Your support will help
ensure the continuation of our women's centre.

()

NAME FEES:

ADDRESS

LOW-INCOME: §$ 7.00
REGULAR: $15.00
SUSTAINING: $25.00

PHONE (H) (W)

If you can afford to pay a little extra towards membership,
please do. We will appreciateit. If you would like to become

a member and can't afford $7.00 please feel welcome to pay
what you can afford.

.\

Fhhkkhkkdhhkdhdhdhdbrkdhhdbhdhohhohhhhkdbdkhrrhrddbhdbhhhkdhdhhdhhhdhhkdkhrdkxkdhkkkk*x

We are always looking for suggestions, ideas, positive feedba
and kind criticism from the membership. Drop by for lunch
and let us know your news and views.

We are always ready with W
a hot cup of tea.
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