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EDITORIAL

We were sitting in the office In another office, on the
putting data into the computer when same topic...an addendum:
the secretary, Angela said, "When Both the terms 'ladies' and
you ladies----whoops---I guess 1 'girls' have been widely used to
shouldn't use that word." I remem- trivialize the activities of women.
bered Betty saying that she'd gotten For instance, sports writers refer to
her wrist slapped for using that men's softball teams, etc.,
word, and Barbara apologizing for the same activity performed
calling us ladies. So, I did some just as competently by women may
research. What's the difference be called powderpuff derby.
between ladies and women? Why is 'Ladies' and'girls' are used because
it important? A lot of women I 'women' 1is too strong. This
spoke with named the negative con- usage reflects social attitudes
notations of'lady': helpless, hoity and practices which have denied
toity, more concerned with the - us full adulthood and the respon-
state of her clothes and manners sibility and competence which full
than with what's in her heart. adulthood implies. We must not
Lady' and'ladylike' are lacey and forget that women have only been
restricted, fragile and elitist. considered "persons" in Canada
When we were told to be ladylike, since 1929.

it meant we were to keep clean,

Leep gquieat, keep apart from the A

struggle and the dirty work. 77| Sisters, | am frying . .. ;
In these definitions of nwmaﬁﬂ~ . . .
there's the assumption that some Sisters, I am trying to find
women aren't ladies and if you SOME answers.
; ; Yy . We have worked so long now
don't act HHWm a lady, you won t To articulate our problems
be treated like a lady. Terrible To set some goals
things could happen to you, while " | To get some power
you'll be taken care of if you fo achieve those goals.
. . O yes, a lot has happened
are ladylike enough. A threat we have had
and a promise at once. However, Women's Room, the Feminine Mystique
we all know now that terrible things Northern Woman, Women and
can and do happen to the most Environments.
ladylike of women. Quiet, neat, ‘ we have had
11l-mannered women are oor 3mm:3©.m and conferences )
we | P ! delegations and representations
alone, battered and over-worked (and even here | complain
just as much as loud-mouthed, pecause
uppity women who wear flashy the best known names are
clothes and feed their children NMNMMWwwﬁM%Q
. j wood.
Kraft wabmw. . - 0 Canada! there are so
. Usilng 'women Hbmﬁmwa of many more!)
ladies breaks down the differences But that is almost an aside.
between us, for one thing. For .
another, it takes away the restric- That alone does not explain
R . . welfare mothers sitting in their own
tions of being ladylike. Women can group
get their hands dirty, they can at the conference, the bright
speak out, struggle.for m@cmwpﬁ%~ university people
peace, education. ) just as alone on the other side of
Everyone I talked to also H%%MB.

spoke of another use of *lady' whe dines more often on lobster

Desides tile negalive Olie.  Aao sy U T dan Lessivly under sian
always mentioned a specific woman macaroni or peanut butter.
along with the word who was a "lady That alone does not explain .
in the true sense of the word" or : %w@9&<§%mﬁ§25£;95§©
a "real lady". Ella Manuel who's omyﬁﬁMMm: summer cotiage.
70 years old and who is not racist at the evidence of her worth
or sexist, who is a gentle woman, m:oﬁmﬁmﬁa*smSEzﬁs
one of the first recipients of the calling down
Persons award. Star's Grandmother herself as mother, volunteer, hatred
in her sidelong glance at the
and Aunt mcmmﬁsmw.zwo had strong university woman, who plays
physical and emotional presence and in the big boys' playpen (where
the power comes from belief in the that husband’s rank is lower).
rightness of what they do. It comes That alone does not explain
down to context. You have to LISTEN MMMR&?SSme:oEm
for the meaning of words in conver- Bagdh%\9$~§8csa
sation. You have to use the words her own perfume and watches
that have meaning for whoever you're the big tive-O coming fast, or
talking to. From Aunt Susannah 3@&\% wiwx.o: 3% umm% M..:Q
'lady' may be a O.OBU.._.D.meﬁ and be w\c\“wim@\ mwwm\mo \\.N:_\“3M3m:w@ o
taken as a compldment. From someone tries to bum a cigarette.
else, calling you a lady may be a O sisters, where is love? | am trying
way to shut you up. so hard

to find some answers.

| s ar
|
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(Topshee Memorial Conference, continued from previous page.........)
Parental home help-groups for mentally handicapped kids; parents
are isolated, lack information and have no models for such groups--
Part-time jobs are a must for many women, yet they offer no benefits--
Canada Pension Plan must recognize home-makers, part-time workers and
volunteer workers need pensions—--In India, high tech jobs are going to
men, replacing a largely female workforce--Women's centres could use
small computers for information, networking, membership, etc.--Women
trying to establish small businesses would benefit from a women's
credit union & cooperative while getting.their businesses off the
ground--Women's networks are less visiblé today.
On Sunday, after Teresa MacNeil focussed our attention on concrete
actions which could be followed up in the next year(s), work groups
met again. The women's organizations groups looked at two resolutions;
both passed unanimously in the plenary session. The exact wording
of the resolutions isn't available right now. The first concerned
the need for child-care, not merely day-care, and the second concerned
women's access to information relevant to their needs.
Personal reflections: By Saturday evening, the initial enthu-
siasm had waned. I felt very positive about the women's workshop,
getting lots of feedback and sharing of ideas. But I felt a sense of
hopelessness with the conference as a whole. When resolutions were
being presented on Sunday, there was a palpable adrenalin high. Peopile
were working things out positivelyi My own life was affected immediately-
in the family and in the community. If a 3-day conference has such
an impact over a week, what will the year bring?
Antigonish Women's Association

& e

MINUTES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING May 24, 1985

The Annual General Meeting of the Antigonish Women's Association was
held on May 24 at 6:00 p.m. in the Tin Room of the Coady International
Institute.

Approximately 20 people were present.

President Barbara MacDonald welcomed everyone and then asked each
person to introduce herself. When this had been done Barbara gave

the President's Report. Following the President's Report, Barbara
gave an explanation of the Secretary of State grant for the Antigonish
Women's Resource Centre.

Vicki MacLean explained to those present how the new structure for
AWA Board meetings would work.

Avon Burkholder gave the Treasurer's Report.
Revenue - $4,973.33; Expenses - $6,103.78

Avon moved that the Treasurer's Repoxrt be accepted. GracecMacKinnon
seconded. Accepted.

The Nominating Committee, represented by Viecky Maclean reported on
0ld and new Board members. Board members who will remain are:
Barbara MacDonald, Avon Burkholder, Janice Landry, Grace MacKinnon,
Diane MacKinnon, Janet Tremblay, Madeline McGowan. New Board members
are: Joan Corsten, Pat Alpert, Peggy MacNeil, Helen Sinnett and

Star LeVatte. Vicki MaclLean moved that the new Board members be
accepted. Seconded by Avon Burkholder. Accepted. ’

Grace MacKinnon reported on behalf of the Social Action Committee.
During the past year the Committee did a brief on pornography. Members
went to Halifax and presented it to the Fraser Commission. In
conjunction with this NFB film "Note A Love Story'" was shown to
different organizations and to the public, with discussions following.
Both were accepted very well. A letter regarding pornography was
supported by many local organizations and was sent to the Casket for
publication. During the election, candidates were at the Resource
Centre to answer questions; and the Committee went to Port Hawkesbury
to hear the debate between candidates. Also, a women 1in poverty
brochure was drawn up. Grace also reported that Lawrence O'Neill, M.P.
sent a letter to Secretary of State endorsing the aims and objectives
ofwthe Association.

Pat Alpert reported on behalf of the Newsletter Committee. Each
newsletter will have a different themewhichwill be publicized in
advance so that people can send in contributions. The newsletter
1s a source of information and communication re concerns and
rducati ~al opportunities.
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ANTIGONISH WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Minutes , June 20, 1985
Vicki zmowmwm;WMMmMMwmm:mmwvmosawmﬁmm.m review of the Hmmdﬁﬁo&CdMﬁW;‘
of the AWA board.
To increase membership involvement, quarterly meetings will
be held: The AGM, a Christmas meeting and social, a summer
event, and a social on International Women's Day.
The general membership will be encouraged to attend 2-4 board
meetings dealing with polcy, overviews and analysis. As well,
the second monthly board Bmmdwsmm dealing with committee reports,
%&ﬁm resovrce centre will be open to the general membership.

To make the board’'s work more efficient, the board has been reduce
to twelve working members. A chairwoman, not necessarily presiderl
or vice-president, may be elected from the board to run meetings.
The working board meets twice a month, once for a business

meeting and a second time to hear committee reports and matters
pertaining to the WRC.

Committees have been rcduced to 6: Finance(treasurer & 2 other
board members)will create subcommittees to deal with long and
short term funding. Management (president, <wom:@dmmw@m5w and

1 other board member) will take care of the WRC. Newsletter will
provide a communications link among board, committees, WRC and
the general membership. Membership will keep the list and profiles
of members up to date and will run the membership campaign.
Volunteer organizer (not necessarily a board mmber) SMHH

manage volunteer efforts at the centre. . Publicity will

use media to publicize AWA events and work.

Focus committees include social action and outreach; they
need not be headed by a board member, but will report to the
board. .

All committees are 1) responsible to report to the board and
to file reports with the secretary, newletter committee and
the WRC. A binder will be kept at the WKRC contalning committee

reports and minutes from meetings of the board available to
anyone who is interested. ' 2) propose programs and idesas in

- writing to the board. When a quick decision is needed submitt
proposals to the executive.

Barovara MacDonald tendered her resignation as president of AWA.
Secretary of State funding has been approved but not yet received.

Janet Tremblay moved that we close the Centre from July 1, through
August 19th and reallocate the money saved. Seconded by Dianne
MacKinnon. Motion accepted.

Avon Burkholder moved that we accept Jim O'Neill's generous offer
to do the books for the Women's Resource Centre. Dianne MacKinnon
seconded the motion. Motion accepted.

1985 Officers: Summer Co-chair--President, Avon Burkholder and
Vice President, Dianne MacKinnon. Secretary, Janice Landry,
Treasurer, Helen Sinnett.

Committees 1985 Finance--Helen Sinnett, Grace MacKinnon, Peggy
MacNeil. Management--Janet Tremblay, Dianne MacKinnon, Avon
Burkholder. Newsletter--Pat Brennan-Alpert. Publicity--

Madeline McGowan.
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