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ELLEN MCLEAN

For those of you unable to
attend, we are giving ycu
some of the highlights of

her talk. Unfortunately,
Ellen McLean's personal ac-
complishments and cont¥i-
butions to her community

and communities throughout

the world, exceed the space
we can allow here. Recently,
St. Francis Xavier University,
in recognition of her ability
and contributions, presented
her with an Homorary Doctor
of Laws Degree. Moreover, she
is an Officer of the Order of
Camada. Significantly for us,
however, we have the good fors
tune of having such an ac-
complished woman living in the
nearby community of Eureka,
Pictou County.

In 1983, Ellen was elected
President of the world wide
‘organization, the Associated
Country Womén of the Werld
(ACWW), a position that she
will occupy.until the summer
of 1986. Ellen came to

- Antigonish to share with us
what she.has learned and the
good results the organization
is accomplishing. She was
happy to tell us that the
organization consists of 9
million members in some 300
different Societies from over
60 different countries. She
boasts of a new branch in Poland
and now a possible branch de-
veloping in China.

The ACWW was established in the
interest of nc one particular
social, political, racial or
religious group. It is open

to all organized bodies of
countrywomen and homemakers

or associations. Additionally,
the committment to work only

at the community level is,
according to Mrs. Mclean, the
reason it meets with success.
Issues of concern for the ACWW
include poverty, hunger, disease,
illiteracy and ignorance.
Through voluntary fund-raising,
programs are implemented to pro-
vide better living standards for
women and their families. Even
one tap of running water for a
whole village is a blessing for
women who previously walked
twice a day 3 to 5 miles for
water. Vocational school pro-
grams are implemented to teach

reading and agrigultural skills.
ambqumnmcwmcmwﬁmnea-

mitment to the community level,
is able to make the necessary
connections where other agencies
fail; for example, they work
closely with UNICEF. Because

ol

of the success they are having,
governments will frequently match
their funds or continue follow-up
funding of programs initially im-
plemented by them.

Ellen McLean represents the ACWW at
the United Nations and boasts of a
Level I consultation status. This
enables them to keep the members'
point of view before the UN on such
matters as food, nutrition, education
and culture, child care, economic and
social problems. While there she
speaks on the behalf of women from
over 60 countries. The concerns arc
not only economic, but the total
aspect of the lives of women. Most
importantly, they fill the need to
offer leadership training courses

to encourage women to speak up and
take their rightful place in society.

Lastly, Mrs. McLean says that as
Canadians we are very slow when it
comes to telling other countries of
the contributions we are making nor
are we very informed ourselves. This
is one of the reasons she came toO
Antigonish.

%%%%%&%&##*%”**&»%*

All inguiries to the General Secretary:
The Associated Country Women of
the World
50 Warwick Sg., London SW1V 2AJ, England
*
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Coady and Thompson are
the names associated
with the Antigonish

: Movement, vet, in the
work of the Antigonish Movement, there were
some great women as well.

pr. Dan Maclnnes
will concentrate on the women 1in
movement in a lecture on %ﬁg
in yoom B19 of Nicholson Hall (the towering

building on the St. F.h. campus). Women's
work in those:days was not only critical
to the success of the movement, but was
alsc a factor in the development of new
directions for the Sisters of St. Martha
and it constituted some of the most inte-
resting lifestyles available for women
in the ‘male dominated' rural society of
Eastern Nova Scotia.’

A film on Moses Coady will be shown at 7:060
on the fifth of February in Dr. Angela
Miles "Women in Commmity'' class.
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FEBRUARY FILMS

4th to 8th:

“The Business of Aging”

This film is a scbering look at the
living and working conditions that
exist in many Canadian nursing homes.
The residents, many of them elderly
women, slowly deteriorate because of |
~a lack of stimulating programs and ,

individual attention., Often, even
their physical needs are badly served
as employees, again mainly women, try
to mzke do, in spite of inadequate
facilities, training, supervision,
and persornel. ° «

The main reason for these conditions
seems to be the desire to cut costs:
to minimize government expenditures
in publicly-mun homes and to maximize
profits in homes owned by private
operators, Society's responsibility
toward the elderly and chronically
i1l, and the necessity for government
to establish and enforce standards of
decent care are emphasized in the film
by residents and their families, em—
ployees, nurses and community workers.
In a society like ours that is gradu-

) g%mmg.%mmwmmﬁnmngﬁvm

ignored. *

" 18th to 22nd:

*Dream of a Free Country: A Message
from Nicaraguan Women"

Filmed in Nicaragua after the over-

- throw of the dictatorial Samoza gov-
ermment by the Sandinista National
ILiberation Front in 1979, thie eye-
cpening documentary studies the heroic
roles played by the women of Nicaragua
in the people's revolution, and their
now-determined efforts to participate
as equals with men in the future.

ganizers, guerrilla commandos, firearms

builders and clandestine messengers.
It shows how this collective effort
that sustained and nurtured the re-
sistance movement has forged a new
conscicusness amcng the country's
women, and served as fuel for their
own struggle for social, political,
ard demestic liberation.
Produced by the NFB's Studio D, this
film offers testimony to the courage
of Nicaraguan women and invites re-
flection on their continuing struggle
for political and personal freedom.

WOMEN BETTER BARGAINERS

A Dartmouth university study
which involved simulated nego-
ciafions between 64 business
students found that those with
feminine personalities (mostly
women) approached negociations
with a win-win strategy
that gets results while appea-
sing both sides. Those with
a more masculine personality .
(mostly men) used a win-lose -
style of negociating that
is alienating and confron- -~
tational. o

The study reported in = .
PSYCHOLOGY TODAY, suggests o
that women negociators are
more effective because they
are more flexible, less de- .
ceptive and can usually. come :
to an agreement on friendly
terms. Authors of the study
said the differing approaches -
to negociating were due to: =
socialised sex-role differences,

" in which girls develop co- . |

operative and interdependent. -
relationships, while boys were.
encouraged to conpete in order
to ‘win'.

leonard Greenlagh, ong_
of the authors of the study,:
commented that womsn are bets.
ter at avoiding impasses and
can usually come to an agree-
nent on friendly terms.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEBRUARY

3

3 Mother/Daughter Workshop
11:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Week of 4th - 8th: FILM: “The Business of Aging” everyday at
noon hour and Wed. the 6th at 7:30 p.m. at the Resource Centre.

5 TALK: Dan MacInnes, "Women in the Antigonish Movement"
8:00 p.m., Nicholson B18

6 Volleyball, St. Andrew Jr. High School, 7:00 p.m.

7 [lome Security for Senior (itizens

2:00 p.m., John Paul Centre
7 AWA Board Meeting

7 TALK: Angela Miles, "Confessions of a Harlequin Reader:

Romanice and the Fantasy of Male Mothering”. Dartmouth
Regional Library, §:00 p.m.

g WORKSHOP: "Women and llealth', Rosaria Centre, Mt. St.
Vincent, 10:00 a.m. - 4 p.m. No charge. Anyone interested
in carpooling phone the Centre 863 622Z1. :

L

10 o Mo ther/Daughtcr Workshop
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
12 Bowling, 8:00 p.m.
13 Volleyball, St. Andrew Jr. High School, 7:00 p.m.
Week of 18th - 22nd: FILM: "Dream of a Free Country: A Message

from Nicaraguan Women” everyday at noon hour and Wed. the 20th at
7:30 p.m. at the Resource Centre.

18 GUEST SPEAKER: Jane Haliburton - "Menopause/Middle Years™
Antigonish Regional lligh School, AV 1, 7:30 p.m.
20 Volleyball, St. Andrew Jr. High School, 7:00 p.m.
23 COURSE in BABYSITTING SKILLS
Antigonish Regional AVl and Classroom 120, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30.m.
25 SUPPORT GROUP: ''Caring for the Care Givers" to be held

af tho Resource Centre (315 Main St.) at 7:30 p.m.
Bowling, 8:00 p.m.

3]
o

[ d
o
an
&
~3

Conference on Family Violence
Trinity Church Hall, Temperance Street, New (lasgow
9:00 a.m.

WRC (WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTRE) receives some great ammmemmw..pzzmmHNozm,

‘US OF WOMEN NEWS, COMMUNIQU'ELLES AND MS. magazine. There is

. large selection of books and pamphlets that you can borrow.

d READ, Borrow, Drop In!!if!l 315 Main Street---above the Celtic Music Store.
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