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DPEAR  —~

away from welfarel!The proport-
ional increase of the poor who
are women has been so great in
recent yvears that the term
"feminization of poverty'"has
been coined to describe 2his

‘ I PCHOCRS . situation

issue of

To introduce this

our newsletter on "Feminism Sr iIsabel continues what
Iwould like to gquote from is an excellent article on
Sr.Isabel MacDougall,s violence against women and
article on viclence against her interpretation of

women published in the - feminism is very succint..
Casket in Feb.1987 In this issue we will menticn

A noted feminist once wrote . . in several instances feminism
"£s bhe a feminist is to be in .. -as "sisterhood "women caring

a constant state of rage” . ./ about women"and the empowerment
Some will seize upon that . of women which Sr. Isabel -
statement as validating their shows clearly in her writing .
own often expressed perception It is this value we must

that feminists are groups of celebrate in*feminism”and

angry women".Lest such be-- keepbefore us as a central theme
nighted souls derive even or principle in our lives and
momentary comfort from the work with women..for a more just
statement, let me hasten to ) % sane world .

disillusion them by explain-
ing the depths of poignancy
behind such an admission.In

doing so it will be necessary Hey wAaIT A
to define the term"feminist" . MINVTE—

and then to discuss some 1OV MEAN...

instances of just what it is YOV DON'T
that makes feminists angry. GET FAID $7p

2 feminist is a person
female or male,who is in

THIs ?

favour of and who promotes

the equality of women with

men; a person who advocates

and practices treating

women primarily as human

persons(as men are sSo treated)

and willingly contravenes

social customs in so acting.

The litany of offenses
against women which angers
feminists is almost endless.

Any women or man worth her

or his salt is angered by the
degradation of women as it is
marifestsed in so many practices
throughout the centuries and
right into our own®enlightened~
times." .

There is an endless catalogue
of overt,viclent crimes against
women and girls:rape ,sexual
abuse and assault,wife battering,
sexual abuse of children:
(overwhelmingly directed against
the female child): add to this

aurf—

Foi2

e,

list the degradation of

women in pornographic
magasines,books and films

in the advertising industry,
the trivialization of womens
concerns and culture in our
courts,the male domination in
our society and the churches, the
the enormous economic in-
equalities suffered by women,
most of whom it might truth-
fully be said are just one man
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wWhat does Feminism mean to Women..

UPCOMING EVENTS

Womens Action Coalition of

Muriel Duckworth
Founding member of

the Voice of Women..
Muriel speaks..

The Peace movement,
Womens Movement,environ
mental Movement and
Human Rights,respect and
need each other,and some-
times speak with one Voice.
As a Feministthere are two
other voices that are
importent to me one is the
voice of the Feminist re-
searcherwho brings us
Womens experience of the
past and the present and

a VISION OF THE FUTURE
Finally there are the
Spiritual Voicesone of
which is Isabel Carter .
Heyward who wrote the
"Redemption of God":

Wwith you I begin to see

that the hungry can eat y
again, the children can y

play again,the women can
rage and stand again.

It is not a matter of what
'ought'to be,it is a power
that drives towards justice.
and makes it,makes the Sun
blaze,the rivers roar,the
fires rage.And the revolution
is won again.And you and@}
are pushed by a Power: both
terrifying and comforting,
And I Love You merns let
the revolution begin.....

<D & N

AT X
If the struggle of the last
decades was against the

colonialism that allowed one
nation . to .rule another, the
current and future struggle will
 be about the internal
colonialism that allows one race
or one sex to dominate another.

one day our descendants will
think it incredible that we paid
so much attention to things like
the amount of melanin in our
skin or the shape of our eyes or
our gender instead of the unique
identities of each of us as
complex human beings.

- Franklin Thomas, The Liberty
of the Citizen

Taken from "Outrageous Acts and
Everyday Rebellions™ by Gloria
Steinem, 1986.

| Nova Scotia will be holding

| their Council meeting in our
== < farea on 15th and 16th Jan.

2=>>]/On Sat 16thwe will have a pot
== | luck supper and Social "Just

guqza»m.muw Women" 7pm..please bring food!!

Jan 23rd 1llamRally for Strikers
in front of Bank of Commerce..
Bring banners badges ,support
enthusiasm!!-

Free Trade meeting Feb ist

International Womens Day is

coming up March 8th..Any ideas
suggestions.topics of interest

to cover, skits poetry, call Barb

Hayes 863-3515.We will need help

to organise a good event i

But before that on Feb fith there
will be an evening of fun and
inspirationsto look at new visions
and directions for AWA and the
Womens Center..ALL past Board
members and staff and all women

who wish to participate and give

input please come.....

m%@&$ T%ﬂw Howma
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MUSE: 2 Woman in Touch with her Creative Spirit, her Self
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Extracted from Anjela Miles
Why would a women be a
Feminist

It is not too much to suggest

that the functioning of our

human communities,the care we .
show each other,the powerless and

the needy has been womens work and
womens concern both in the public
realm and the private realm, the

home. And this work and these concerns
have been consistently undervalued.

Feminist re defining breaks down
debilitating divisions"the good
women the bad women"(by mans
definations)and housewife and
working women (who both do the
housework and childcare with-
out pay)Feminists can do this
because we realize we are not
the oply exceptiomns to the dom-
inent negative image of women.
All women are excepti omns.
Housework is hard skilled valuable
work.Sexual harassment is endemic
a constant in womens lives. Our
best and surest support comes from
our women friends :

This is SISTERHOODkey aspect of
FEMINISM COMMITMENT OF SUPPORT FOR
WOMEN.

Feminism is then not
just the demand for
Womens Equality in the
World and the structures
that we know. Nor is it
simply thecontinuation
of womens caring and
sharing round the edges
of this world

It is about

transformation
of this world
which is threat-
ened with des-
truction.Women
must play a Central
role,to make caring
& sharing the organ-
ising principles.&
Women must love
support and respect
women and therefore
themselves..
Feminism is a
Celebration and &
rrust, it is what
we all make it
together.That is why
a women would be a
FEMINIST

—Torn bdlween her hushard ond her career

Mrs. Flotz was beginning 10 wonder if cleant £
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