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On Tuesday, September 4th, the AGIR
Branch of the RNANS sponsored a day-
long workshop on the Sexual Abuse of

Children. The three speakers who
addressed this topic were Deborah
Chansonneuve, Program Manager of the
Naomi Society and former researcher
in London, Ontario; Anne Bigelow from
the Psychology Department at St. F.X.
University; and Beverly D'Entremont,
Director of the Child Abuse Registry
in Halifax.

incest

The morning session, conducted by
Deborah Chansonneuve, focussed on the
topic of incest and began with an
overview and critique of research to
date, including theories in bilology,
psychology and sociology. She ex-
plained how emotional responses to
the subject of incest have resulted
in defensive reactions, such as
denial, distancing or blaming on the
part of researchers themselves. She
gave examples from various writings,
beginning with Freud in 1897 to con-
temporary works, where these reac-
tions have influenced the analysis
of the researcher.

The most famous example of denial of
the reality of incest occurred in the
work of Freud when he chose not to
believe 'that perverted acts against
children were so general'', and in-
stead, placed the reports of sexual
abuse, from his women patients, in
the realm of fantasy.

In the second part of her session,
three case studies of incest victims,
she had worked with in Ontario, were
presented, as well as current models
for therapy. These models included
the Family Systems Analysis, the
Psychiatric Model; the Community
Worker's Model, and the Feminist
Model. She also presented a diagnos-
tic and treatment model she had de-
veloped in the course of her work,
which charted the cycle of response
by victims of abuse.

film series

The afternoon session was opened by
Anne Bigelow, who introduced a series
of films, recently developed by the
National Film Board, called "Feeling
Yes, Feeling No.'" This series of
films is part of a sexual assault
prevention program for young children
and has been designed to give
children the knowledge they need to
protect themselves from abuse by
strangers, family members, or other
trusted persons.

<

e first film, for parents and pro-
essionals, introduced the topic and
explained the purpose of the program.
The other three films are designed

for use by children and their teachers.

stats

The workshop was concluded by Beverly
D'Entremont, from Halifax, who cited
statistical information from the
Child Abuse Registrar since 1980.
According to this information, there
has been a 102% increase in the number
of reported cases of child abuse in
the past year, 177% increase in the
past two years, and a 480% 1increase
since 1980. Of the 180 cases of
abuse reported, 111 were of child
sexual abuse, and of these: 29%

were 5 years of age or less; 56%

were incest cases; 26% were male
children.

The nursing association and the staff
of St. Martha's Hospital should be
commended for their initiative and
awareliess regarding the problem of
child abuse and its prevention.

=

Because of the cost of postage, the
newsletter will become a quarterly
being sent in December, March, June
and September,with a Calendar of

Events being sent out once a month.

NAOMI SOCIETY - New and used Christmas
gifts needed. Also, household items
such as furniture, dishes, bed linen,
playpen and cribs, for our safe house
and needy clients. ¥

N ¥ *
¥ 0N ¥

Sincere thanks to the members of the
AWA and the staff of the Women's
Resource Centre, for their generous
contributions to our safe house and
to women in need.

- The Naomi Society for Battered Women
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BEHIND THE VEIL was shown on September

16th at St. F.X. University. The NFB
film has been described variously by
the critics, official and unofficial
(and by some who never saw the movie),
as insightful, informative, full of
feminist rhetoric, cluttered, inspir-
ing, anti-church, warm and humorous,
subjective -- and so the story goes!
That the movie should have inspired
such praise and blame simultaneously
serves to highlight the deep divisions
in ‘the church and in society at large
concerning equal rights for women.

That BEHIND THE VEIL should have a
definite feminist bent should not
surprise any informed woman or man.
It was produced by Studio D, the
Woman's unit of National Film Board,
and, furthermore, the declared goal
of the film is to demonstrate that
women who once held such powerful
influence in the church should once
again be restored to their rightful
place of equality in that church. A
controversial issue, if you will,

but the studio which produced movies
such as NOT A LOVE STORY, and IF YOU
LOVE THIS PLANET, was never daunted
by controversy. True to 1its usual
modus operandi, Studio D has invested
an enormous amount of research in
this film. Margaret Westcott spent
four years researching the subject
matter, and her quest for the true
history of women in religious life
took her to a cloistered Benedictine
monastery in northern Quebec, a black
tenement in Chicago, a Trappist mona-
stery in Rome, a burial ground in
Ireland. In her travels, especially
through Ireland, she studied tapes-
tries, manuscripts, books, paintings,
anything and everything that could
offer a clue to the history of women
in the church in early times. What
emerges is a record of women in
christianity from early Celtic times
down to and including the contempor-
ary American activist Roman Catholic
nuns. It goes without saying that

so comprehensive a coverage must of
necessity be lacking in depth. How-
ever, when one takes into consider-
ation that the producer was attempt-
ing to fit 7,000 years of history
into a two-hour movie, such criticism
seems almost churlish.

nuns’ nistory

In this presentation we are treated
to the kaleidoscope of nuns' history
from the time of the Desert Mothers,
through the period of the medieval
female martyrs, the period of the
learned abbesses such as Brigid,
Bishop of Kildare and Hildegard of
Bingen, who presided over the so-
called double monasteries. Brigid
was a Druid who later became a nun.

4

~

Irish historical documents record
her achievements which show Brigid
as the protectress of the rights of
women and poor farmers. Her monas-
teries served as centers of learning
for female and male religious, and
she was abbess of some 13,000 nuns.
Hildegard of Bingen was perhaps the
greatest religious woman of all time.
The film refers to her as one of
history's forgotten geniuses. She
was an accomplished minerologist,
botanist, musician, poet, and she
has been credited with discovering
the basis for the functioning of the
human central nervous system.
Hildegard has also been called '"the
greatest influence of all female
mystics and philosophers."

There appears to be some evidence
that there was even a female pope in
the middle of the 9th century -- the
notorious Pope Joan, known in history
as John VIII, for obvious reasons.

We can only hope that the story is
apocryphal, for otherwise we are
forced to conclude that the only
female pope was not very bright.

She should have known that while
history allows chaps like the Borgias
and some other male popes their
little indiscretions, a female pope
must never deviate from the strictest
protocol!

power change

The central theme of this film is the
change from a position of .respect and
power and influence on the part of
nuns in the church in early times,
through the lessening of that influ-
ence, thanks to Aristotelain miso-
gynism as adopted and practised by
Aquinas and other so-called Church
Fathers. Until in recent times, we
find the nuns, although twice as
numerous as the churchmen, completely
dominated by the males in the church.
The ultimate irony which emerges

from this survey is that women who
once wielded such power in the church
came to be so dominated as to have
the smallest and most intimate details
of their lives in community dictated
by male celibates. And no one can
dispute that fact. 1In this area
BEHIND THE VEIL gives is a glimpse of
authentic history.

As the film explores the goddess
religion of ancient Ireland, we are
treated to a breathtakingly beautiful
panorama of the Irish countryside and
seascape. This exploration is accom-
panied very fittingly by the recita-
tion of the Irish historian, Sister
Margaret McCurtin of Dublin. This
section I consider to be the high
point of the film. One cannot help
but wonder why there is so little
Canadian content in a film emanating
from the National Film Board. Why
did Westcott confine herself to
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"If peace 1s subversive, in God's name what is
war? Now 1s the time to speak out 1n terms of
peace.'" So says Margaret Laurence, acclaimed
author in the NFB film "'Speaking Our Peace."
The film focusses on women, peace and power.

The filmmakers Terri Nash and Bonnie Sherr
Klein are well known in international
circles for their excellent work. Both
Nash and Klein work with Studio D which is
part of the National Film Board of Canada.
Studio D was founded in 1974 to produce
films by and for women. Terri Nash is best
known for her direction of the 1983 Academy
Award winner ""If You Love This Planet."
Among Bonnie Sherr Klein's accolades is 'Not
A Love Story: A Film About Pornography'', and
"Patricia 's Moving Picture', about one woman'
mid-life crisis.

"Speaking Our Peace' is based on the convic-
tion that women's skills and experiences as
peacemakers, within families and communities,
must be applied to the global arena where
politics and power daily threaten our exist-
ence. The one-hour documentary is filmed in
Canada, Britain and the U.S.S.R. Featured
‘in the film are Dr. Rosalie Bertell, Marion
Dewar, Muriel Duckworth, Ursala Franklin,
Margaret Laurence and other women passionate-
ly committed to social justice and world
peace.

The film is a beautiful tapestry of women
working together in their homes, in their
communities and in the world: women working
together to create a new scocial order where
peace and harmony will replace war and fear.

""Speaking Our Peace' will be shown on
Tuesday, December 10, 1985, at St. James
United Church, beginning at 8 p.m. The
Antigonish Women's Resource Centre will host
the event and everyone 1s welcome.

FILMS

Films are being offered at the Women's Resource

Centre on a bi-weekly basis. The films are
chosen to meet the interests of the general
public. Topics have included wife dmﬁﬁwwwnm,
aging and family relations. Anyone wishing
‘to suggest a certain film or request a film
on a specific topic can do so by calling

the Resource Centre at 863-6221.

To ensure the success of the film series, it
would be very helpful to the staff at the
Resource Centre to receive your input on film
selection. Thank you.

6 :

FEDERATION OF COMMUNITY CLINICS OF NOVA SCOTL

The Federation of Community Clinics of Nova
Scotia was formed at a meeting in Havre
Boucher on November 2, 1985. A memorandum of
association and by-laws were adopted at this
meeting. Representatives from commmity
clinics and health associations in Mulgrave,
L'Ardoise, Bras D'Or, Havre Boucher, Isaac's
Harbour, Halifax and Hants County attended
the meeting.

The Federation is set up to promote and
support the work of commumity clinics in
Nova Scotia. A commumity clinic is a non-
profit autcnomous organization formed to
address the health needs of a commmnity.

The Federation will encourage a close working
relationship among the various clinics in the
Province and will support legislative changes
and financial programmes to establish new
clinics.

At the November 2 meeting, Frances Chisholm
of Havre Boucher was elected interim chair-
person of the Federation. Further infor-
mation regarding the Federation of Community
Clinics of Nova Scotia can be obtained by
writing the Federation at 2165 Gottingen St.,
Halifax, N.S. B3K 3B5

VAGINAL/CERVICAL WORKSHOP

A very successful workshop was held at the
Antigonish Women's Resource Centre on
October 26, 1985. Two representatives from
the Vancouver Women's Health Collective dis-

cussed vaginal/cervical health with women
from the area.

The Vancouver Women's Health Collective was
formed to enable women to learn and take
control of their health and their bodies.
During the evening many of the myths sur-
rounding cervical health were discussed
openly with the audience. The importance

of diet in cervical health was also stresscd.
It was suggested that with proper diet and
exercise, women should not have to resort

to medication or surgery to improve their
health. They maintained that pap smears and
pelvic examinations can be done without a
doctor present. By knowing your cervix and
recognizing signs of ill health, the necess-
1ty for surgery can be reduced when women
are fully cognizant with vaginal health.

mmamwmm of the kit, which was distributed
during the evening, may be borrowed at the
Resource Centre. The kit contains infor-
mation on yeast infections, various forms
of vaginitis, PID and sexually transmitted

diseases, as well as information on sclf-
examination.
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PROFILE  ANTIGONISH WOMEKR'S ASSOCTIATION MEMBERSHIP

ADDRESS

POSTAL CODE

PHONE
e

INTERESTS

SSUES CR AREAS OF CONCERN:

SKILLS;

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TIME TO THE AWA?
IF SO, HOW MUCH?
AND IN WHAT AREAS?

" WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TIME TO THE WOMEN'S RESOURCE CENTRE?
IF SO, HOW MUCH?
AND IN WHAT AREAS?

ANY OTHER COMMENTS —

“ww-Volunteers needed as child-
care workers at the Rural
Women's Conference in
January. Volunteers are
required for Friday and
Saturday evening, and
Sunday morning. Experienced
men considered. Coffee and
cookies available.

8
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