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. LETTER FROM GREENHAM COMMON PEACE CAMP f

The Greenham Common WOmen's Peace Camp started in 1981 with
a group of 36 women who walked from Cardiff{ Wales to Greenham,
near Newbury, England, where the US Air Force Base was perparing
to receive 96 Cruise and Pershing missiles--small, low flving
missles easliy used as first strike weapons. The 9 day walk to
Greenham was ignored by the media so four marchers chained them-:
selves to the fence. People came to camp at Greenham in support
of the action of the four women. From that beginning, thec women's
Peace Camp has held permanent vigil around the base in spite of
evictions, areests and winter weather. Janet Griffiths (Sue Carr
Nichols mother) wrote us about her cxperience at Greagham for
this newsletter:

I went to Greenham Common f{or the first time in December, 1982.
It snowed. It was a national occassion with many hundreds of
buses and thousands of people. The perimeter f{ence is nine miles
long. At 1%-2 mile intervals there are gateways through it to the
base. Each of the gateways has been given a colour of the rainbow
by the women who keep continuous vigil there. The main gate is
Yellow. On the opposite side of the road that passes this gate is
a standpipe for water, paid for by the women, which serves all the
gates with water, Women bring containers and fill them daily. The
camps have:a tattered appearance. Campfires are sheltered from
frequent showers beneath flimsey and temporary plastic sheets, ticd
' to.nearby buches and trees. The Common land around the base is
~covered by heath, pine, gorse and scrub birch,. mixed with bramble.
‘patches. , .

The women's temporary homes are moved or confiscated weekly
now, so pans and pots, cutlery, etc., are kept in ¢ld prams for
rapid removal. The 'benders'", which were made in the first few
years, were made by bending the young birch:treces’and covering
them with layers of plastic. They were very cosy inside with gen-
erous layers of -donated balnkets. Now women sleep in the open
in plastic survival bags. There are camp cats to keep down rats
and there are many fleas!

The yearly national pilgrimages to the peace camps have
a festival feeling about them. Those who go to Greenham take:
candles, wood and food and spend the day walking--sloshing rather--
through six incles of mud around the grim perimeter fence. There
are large untidy patches in the fence where numerous holes
have been cut and repaired, even curtains hung at the sides of th
holes to draw more attention to them as windows. The barriers have
become steadily heavier and thicker--more rolls of barbed wire or
razor wire beyond the overhanging 10' fence, with rolk of barbed
wire on top. The high lookout towers floodlight everything inside
at night. (Still women get inside, dance on the missile silos
and paint peace symbols on planes!) People hold hands and therc
are so many that it is poosible to make a continous chain around -
the base. Photos, mementoes, international messages, pictures §
symbols made of flowers and brightly coloured wool are attached to
the fence or woven into it. Bulds and tees are planted and when
daylight fades thousands of people light candles and leuve them
flickering in the earth around the fence and along the roads lecading
to the base. But when the thousands return to their homes, a few
dozen women remain. SOme have lived there, on and off, sleeping
rough, for more than three years. They become a little dishevelled
in appearance, bulkily dressed, smelling strongly of woodsmoke.
Their hands become ingrained with dirt. The greater community sup-
port for those who remain is wonderful...the women are the national
conscience for their children of the future. The spiritual support-
and it is difficult to describe it otherwlse--that the women give €0
each foher is even more impressive. The isolation of walls and
separate hearths is gone. There is an almost tangible caring.”
----------there is more to Janet's letter, call 863-1176--------
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THE PEACE RIBBON Two Personal Statements
Come Build ANBw Earth

"Pieces for Peace". Janet Griffiths added this to her letter
*What T cannot bear to think to us: | have always been saddened by
of as lost foreverin a war. 1 was 9 when Malaya was invaded

Nuclear Warfis the theme

and all material possessions were
beingpresgved in needle-

taken from my parent's home. My mother

craft by women all across & 1 lived a nomadic existence for 3 years
North America forming a and when we eventually reached Britain,
ribbon to wrap the pentagon. the first bombs were falling on London.
Each piece will be afached Homes and lives were shattered, family
by ribbons to the rest life destroyed. Peace in Europe was
piece to form the long exhilarating--NO MORE WAR!!--and then the
Ribbon. The wrapping is terrible bomb was dropped in Japan and
scheduled for August, 1985 its ominous shadow has never left the
the 40th Anniversary of surface of the earth. People in power
the Bombing of Hiroshima have used it as a threat ever since.

and Nagasaki. Individuals People have made gross fortunes out

and groups will speak.Panels of manufacturing weapons that if ever
18+36 inches illustrating used will mean the end of life as we

the theme by embroidery, know it on earth. People in power have
baking, tie dyeing, etc. had to use more and more repressive
After the Pentagon encirclement measures against their own populations
the Ribbon will be housed who, in the case of the third world are
permanently in the Chicago , starving to pay back loans and interest

Peace Museum. The Deadline

= on loans to wealthy nations, and in the
is May,1985. For further

case of wealthy nations to repress

information contact Joan mac Kenzie people who feel that threats made with
68 Genelle B.C. YOG 1Q0. weapons so deadly may one day be imple-
mented.

Beth Parker is working on

Janet also describes the camp at
a panel and you will be able

Molesworth where she has stayed. In

to see it at Ljghtsome Gallery Canada there have been peace camps at
all this month. Beth and 3gff Cole Bay Alberta and in Ottawa. In
are celebrating 10 years HERizons, March '84, Peace worker,

Anniversary of thier gallery. Monique Foley said, "Everybody wants peace.
They have many beautiful I heard that a thousand times this summer
works of womerls Art on display. (at the Ottawa Peace Camp). 'Oh yeah,,

The theme of Beth's panel is we're for peace, but we're scared of the

the loss of the future of her . Russians.' I answer''nobody wants war.
childeens & But nobody wants to do amything for
Thank you Beth for saying it Peace...to put in an effort. If you
for us alll

can risk a nuclear war...if you can risk
AKX K K XK K XX that many nuclear armaments behind you,
Well then, you can risk anything. You can

MAIN THEMES OF CONFERENCE--—-~-

. . even risk to trust the Russians!!"
***Define true security.. b4 KV\\X% KX R X X ™ 5
io

*%k*Analyse the current status of international negotiations.
¥*%Trace the links between all forms of violence
and the threat of war.
*%% Share skills, experience, and ideas on alternative
ways to resolve conflict and build trust.
**% Explore how the application of these alternatives
could veduoe present levels of hostility.
*%% Promote ways to transter global resources
from arms to development,

The International Conference will invite a
total of 300 women; 100 as panelists and resource
persons, 50 of them from Canada and 50 from abroad.
Local fundraising is to concentrate on helping Third
World women come, because it is expected that CIDA
will agree to matec $3 to $1 raised for this purpose.

, [
Women who are nationally recognized as being H.«a*vNA,g.T-O&P’ iogﬁsw
experienced in non-violent resolution of conflict mwm\
will be invited; two women from the Soviet Union, ﬂgﬁ‘ﬂ 005 vence
two from China, two from the USA etc. g

The second 100 participants will come from 3&9’#\ ot </‘>Pm‘<(.ﬁ.
the Canadian groups who have encorsed the conference, fr.s..‘.&k:ﬁ pj
with the hope that their groups will pay their

expenses; the finmal 100 places will be allocated . e, nw;ha

on a geographical basis by population. ru une m\ll. .
Sessions will be made available to the public

by as much TV and Video as possible.
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From the Guest BEditor----------

I am happy and delighted to be guest m&ﬁoagmﬁm peace issue. I ,
have been living in Nova Scotia ten years now and mmmw.”H,”wmmqo, eamed my right
to space and a home here. My concerns and ‘&oawu.wﬁ this _vvmﬂwncwmw time are
focused on working with women to envision a vmmnmmcw zowwm.,m which means working
on exposing the domination and injustice done to women by a male-ordered world,
working to learn new ways of being authentic, powerful, valueing ourselves
and other women. I am teaching my children to respect all others, male and
female, whatever colour or race, helping them to recognize our interconnected-
ness to each other and everything that lives. We camnnot do violence to
ourselves or our environment. |

This planet, our home, is the only home we have. We must protect it at all
costs. That I live in Nova Scotia on the Back Roads, gives me a certain
perspective. My experience so far--clear-cutting land, devastating the land, sp
m@ﬂmﬁum deadly chemicals to kill weeds by the roads, control pests, kill
hardwood...our food is poisoned, our air polluted, our water ways in danger
from chemical run-offs and acid rain. There is no safe place on our planet.
We have to work for change now if we wish to reverse the process.

From the back roads to the New roads!! from despair to empowerment,
with women's energy and power. No one can kill the spirit! _

Barbara Hayes, Feniinist, peace activist, aoﬁ.uw? sister

On Friday, March 29th, the Pictou
County Women's Centre and the Dept.
of Psychiatry and Mental Health at

Aberdeen Hospital held a day-long

- workshop series on sexual assault

; and sexuval abuse. The sessions

NEW STRfFesmcccoce focused on incest, rape, and services
; : to victims in Nova Scotia. Represent-
noamﬁm&dwmapobm to Star atives from Antigonish who attended
Levatte-0'Neill and to the workshops gained a deeper under-
Bev Renny who are our standing of the psychological effects
new co-ordinaetor and of sexual abuse on victims and made

office manager, respectively. valuable contacts for future net-

" Next lssue We will have working on this issue.

more on, sbout gnd/or INDICATORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE
by 8tar asnd Bev. - ¢hronic low self-esteem
‘o b to b oolal - promiscuity
e hope to have g socC - drugs and/or alcschol :
with the new staff before - repeating the relationship, i.e.
they start working--3ocial % battered women
t6 be amnounced. ~ problems with sexuality

Thanks to the hiring - problems with intimacy

committee for their mwmw WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP
and thorough work in 8 .
difficult process. LISTEN wmﬁwpmm wmn.ﬁwbn about her
experience is a way of help-
ing her get in touch with her
ATTENTION— URGENT feelings.
TRICIA B,ﬂﬁ.mz rsm. BELEEVE don‘t judge her. She’'s
losT & bt wm afire M her probably carrying enough
v guilt already.
QW.WT Wm:J 3@%&” Bedd, | SUPPORT give her clear indications
sheets, blankefs— ¢ toyels. that you're with her, not
we c.::+ have o bewe Eit— against her. Affirm her
____Date TRA- , worth as a person. @
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