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Affordable Housing Society
doors on phase one

sopens

 RICHARD MACKENZIE®
=3 richardmac@thecasket.ca

It was a celebration many years in
the making as the board of direct-
ors with the Antigonish Afford-
able Housing Society held an
official opening, March 25, for
phase one of Riverside Estates.
The opening was for the first
four units of the society’s two-
- phase plan to create 14 affordable
rental units which will become
homes for people living with low
incomes.

" Riverside Estates is located
just off Vincent’s Way in Antigon-
ish.

" Many dignitaries, supporters
and interested persons were on-
hand for the opening which took
place in the late morning, under a
brilliant sun and comfortable
temperatures,

Amongst the dignitaries who % |

oke was Antigonish Mayor
urie Boucher.

“Today is the result of more
than 20 years of hard-work ... it’s
really you people who are the

eroes because it’s the work you
Put into it which is the reason
- We're here today,” she said, in
Praising society members and
others working towards the goal
of affordable housing in the area.

“Riverside Estates is a result
of passionate, caring people -
Creating sustainable, safe living
Spaces. This building is more than

Resident Mike MacIntosh cut ;
March 25. Residents were able to move in to the four units April 1. Also onhand for the ribbon
cutting ceremony were Antigonish Mayor Laurie Boucher (left), Municipality of the County of
Antigonish councillors Donnie MacDonald and Vaughan Chisholm, Antigonish Affordable

affordable housing; it’s a place
people can call home.”
Antigonish MLA Randy De-
Jorey followed Boucher and con-
tinued on the theme of applaud-
ing those who made the day hap-

Housing Society chair Colleen Cameron,
Martha congregation leader Sister Brendalee Boisvert.

s the ribbon to officially open the first phase of Riverside Estates

pen.

“This was people coming
together, recognizing the need,
working together to put the pro-
posals together ... all that is what
really malkes this happen in our

a

Antigonish MLA Randy Delorey and Sisters of St. .

Richard MacKenzie

community,” he said.

“This is going to transform
lives and that’s really what this is
all about.”

Affordable housing - P_age; 3



—

Affordable

The Sisters of St. Martha were recognized
as a big supporter of the work and the
leader of their congregation, Sister Brend-
alee Boisvert, spoke at the event.

“Today, we celebrate the official open-
ing but we celebrate more; the commit-
ment of people who worked faithfully and
tirelessly and, really, collaboratively to
make this community goal happen,” she
said.

“It was a common good and you all
worked towards that common good. This
group has done so much for so long, it’s
just wonderful to see this day happen.”

She also referenced the planned second
phase. '

“The exciting news is this is just the
beginning and 10 more units are going to
be built,” Sister Boisvert said.

“It will be an honour to welcome the
persons who will live in these units and I
hope we will all reach out to them and
welcome them as we are able.

“We are proud to be part of this great
adventure with you. We rejoice with you,
we're grateful to have helped in a small way
to help this come about and move this
project forward.”

Society chair

In her words, society chair Colleen
Cameron returned the thanks to the three
levels of government which aided the pro-
ject, including both the Town of Antigonish
and Municipality of the County of Antigon-
ish, at the municipal level, as well as others
who contributed such as the East Coast
Credit Union.

She also recognized society members
for their many efforts.

“The fact the whole community; the

- town, county, many different organizations
in the community, worked together to build
this ... building community together is good
for the whole community,” she said, in
talking to reporters after the official open-

housing

ing ceremony. ‘

“There is a great need and much more
of a need still. There are people who can’t
even afford to live in this affordable hous-
ing because their income is so low.

“So we're meeting the needs of some
people but, certainly, we’re not meeting the
needs of all who need good, affordable
housing.

“But we're contributing and we hope to
continue working with our next 10 units;
but then we need other things as well, other
types of affordable housing. So we’re just .
getting started here.

“Having people live in good, quality
places, being healthy, contributes to the
health of the whole community.”

Cameron talked about some of the work
leading up to the day. )

“There were many people ahead of us
and they started, folded and started again
... this particular initiative started about six
years ago,” she said. “We revitalized and .
started again. 4

“There was also an affordable housing
society before this one, who did a lot of
work, and I should mention Katherine Reed
who has done a lot in the community
around affordable housing ... she worked
tirelessly for many, many years.”

Cameron talked about work towards
phase two.

“We're getting going on the fundraising,
we’re wide open to anyone who wants to
donate and we’re going to be looking at
different initiatives,” she said.

“We were holding off a bit because of
the hospital foundation but we have to
move ahead because the need is so great
and we feel if we can get people good
places to live they will not need the hospital
as much. So that’s our goal ... let’s keep
people well and in their homes longer.”




