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®ocal groups receive funding
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Two local groups were amongst
the five receiving Rural Com-
munities Foundation of Nova
Scotia grants under its Rural
Leadership Initiiative.

A total of $18,300 is to be split
between the five recipients.

The Antigonish Women’s
Resource Centre (AWRC) and
Sexual Assault Services’ Rural
Youth Leadership Project, a
component of the Healthy Rela-
tionships for Youth program, is
one of the local groups.

The project is a peer facilitat-
ed violence prevention program
in&ghools.

're really excited to get
this grant,” Laura Swaine,
project co-ordinator for healthy
relationships for youth, said. .

“This funding will allow us to
focus more of our training with
the Healthy Relationships for
Youth program on specific and
emerging issues that youth are
engaging with. As well, it will
allow usto sort of support them
through their existing training
in the program that is happen-
ing right now.”

Swaine noted their program
runs through the school year
and with them now at about the
halfway point, things have gone
well.

“1t’s expanding across the

rovince and receiving some
more attention which is great
because I think the Opportunity
it provides f’or yo.uth to engage
in leadership, gain facilitation
.1zl 211d become peer mentors
1 ir schools is essential right
T Swaine said.
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! where the green economy was

Laura Swaine, project co-ordinator for the healthy relationships for
youth program, is shown speaking during the Dec. 6 National Day
of Remembrance and Action on Violence against Women event.

A component of her program has received a Rural Communiti_es
Foundation of Nova Scotia grant, PHOTO: Richard MacKenzie

GREEN ECONOMY

The other local group receiv-
ing funding was Sustainable
Antigonish/Ecology Action
Centre for their Kitchen Table
Green Economics project.

“We have been talking for a
couple of years with Sustainable

Antigonish about shifting toa
green economy,” member
Elizabeth Lange said.

“There are a number of
communities international-
ly who have been moving in
this direction and one of our
members is really in contact
with the U.K. movement so she
brings some of that knowledge |,
and she had done a preliminary |,
study already in Nova Scotia on

emerging.”

Lange said this funding will
be combined with funding
already received from StFX’s
centre for regional studies.

“So we have enough mon-
| ey to carry out what we were
| envisioning and that simply is
following the model of the Anti-
gonish Movement,” Lange said.
“Gathering 10 to 12 leaders
 from different sectors across
~ Antigonish region, just around

 kitchen tables to discuss what

is the green economy? Where

‘dowe perhaps see it emerging

and where might we be able to

nurture and encourage it?”
Lange provided a general

definition of a ‘green economy,’
“It’s just a low-carbon

|

cated on that it is sustainable,
socially, environmentally and
economically. Also predicated
on social justice.

Lange talked about the three
steps they want to take with the
project. :

“First of all, just some
background work,” she said.
“Finding other exemplary areas
that have made moves in this
direction and seeing what might
be inspiring for us.

“And then we will gather peo-
ple together and jointly explore
what a green economy means
and what some of these other
places are doing.”

The third step involves field
trips, she said. :

“Then we actually want to
take people out on study tours
around Nova Scotia to look at
what other areas around Nova

| Scotia are doing,” Lange said.

“There are a number of com-
munities that are further ahead
for sure. So everything from
sustainable forestry and fishing
to, for instance, the Sisters at the
Bethany have started up the mar-
ket gardening apprenticeship.

She talked about a time
schedule for the steps.

“At the moment whatwe
think it will look like is, January
and February just doing some
background work and then ac-

tually gathering people together

» . - in March,” she said.
~_economy...that'salsopredi- | - ¢

“We expect the whole pro-
cess, thinking we might gather
SIX or eight times, but people

- will have to do a little bit of work

in between and bring that back
and share it. We expect tobe
done in the fall and then we will
start'to produce some reports |
that Sustainable Antigonish and |
other people in the region can /
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