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tudy (1991/2):

Women in Antigonish living in regular market rental housing pay an average of 47%
of their take home pay towards rent.

Women with children living in regular market rental housing pay an average of 60%
of their take home pay towards rent.

In Antigonish, 82% of women and 62% of men in regular market rental housing are
paying more than 30% of their take home pay towards rent.

van Wart (2000):

Between 205 and 360 Census families (or 18 to 31 per cent of families) in
Antigonish earn incomes at or below the [Household Income Limit] HIL. The 1998
Household Income Limit (HIL) for Antigonish was $22,000 for a two-bedroom unit
and $26,000 for a three-bedroom unit. (These figures are low estimates because
they’re calculated using average rents in similar sized communities in NS that do not
include a university, and they are only for the town. Incomes are likely to be much
lower and the prevalence of poverty much higher outside the town.) The current
(2010) HILs for Antigonish are $26,000 for 1-bedrooms, $31,000 for 2-bedroooms,
and $36,500 for 3-bedrooms.

AWRC/Antigonish Affordable Housing Society (2004)

A telephone survey conducted by a St. Francis Xavier University service learning
student revealed that 84% of the 92 respondents agreed that there was a need for
affordable housing development in Antigonish Town and County.

66% of telephone survey respondents indicated that they would support an
affordable housing project in Antigonish (political or economic support)

A high proportion of single parent families (roughly 90% mother-led) lived in
Antigonish Town: 22% of all families were single parent families in the Town, 15%
in Antigonish County, and 12.5% in Guysborough County (from 2001 Census data)

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation data:

Average monthly rent for a 2-bedroom apartment in Anigonish Town is $689 ($621
in New Glasgow)

Average monthly rent for a 3+ -bedroom apartment in Antigonish Town is $1,132
The vacancy rate in Antigonish Town (sample of 141 apartments) was 3.1% (3% is
considered balanced, giving no advantage to either renter or landlord)

In the past 5 years, 23 new rental units were added to the market




David Bruce (2009)

Study on responsiveness to student housing need of markets in communities with
community colleges (Truro, Pictou, and Port Hawkesbury) concluded that, “smaller
markets are less responsive to the needs of students on matters of choice and
quality, especially for students with families” (p. 4). No similar study on university
towns, such as Antigonish was found.

Public housing in Antigonish Town and County and Guysborough County (Van de Wiel,
September 26,2011):

119 apartments for seniors in Antigonish Town, with 47 on wait list

27 apartments for families in Antigonish Town, with 25 on wait list

5 rent supplements in Antigonish Town, with no wait list, since recipients are
selected by the housing authority

8 rent supplements for seniors (all in SASHA development in St. Andrews)

65 apartments for seniors in Antigonish County, with 40 on wait list

6 apartments for families in Antigonish County, with 39 on wait list

15 Rural and Native Housing program homes in Antigonish County, with no wait list,
since applications are not taken for these

100 apartments for seniors in Guysborough County, with 67 on wait list

33 family units in Guysborough County, with 6 on wait list

Incomes

20% of Antigonish Town residents live on incomes below the Statistics Canada Low-
Income Cut-Off lines (LICOs) (Government of Nova Scotia, 2011)

8% of residents in our (GASHA) health district (Guysborough Antigonish Strait
Health Authority) live on incomes below the LICOS (Government of Nova Scotia,
2011)

8,175 individuals in the GASHA health district live on annual incomes below
$10,000, and an additional 9,190 live on incomes between $10,000 and $20,000
(Government of Nova Scotia, 2011)

out of 7,225 households in Antigonish Town and County, 395 live on annual incomes
below $10,000, and 850 live on incomes between $10,000 and $20,000 (2006

Census data on Community Counts web site).
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