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; Wlth temperatures startmg

to drop, the need for heat will

' mcrease for many fam111es WhO

cannot afford the cost
* That's where the Antigonish

| Emergency Fuel Fund comes

a “Therearetoomanyfamﬂms
that do nothave the resources to’

: adequately ‘et theit homes, SIS

fuel fund board- member Lucﬂle
Harper sald

. The fuel fund - Whlch
helped 30° ‘houséliolds. stay
warm last" ‘winter — is in
1ts second year. Originally
known as the Antigonish
Heat Poverty Initiative, the

fund has been restructured -
with the goal of becoming -

a permanent- organlzatmn
sjervmg Antlgonlsh town and,

| county areas. . )

©y Anew board has beeri formed -
to oversee the direction and -

“ gperation of the fund. All other.

‘ short andlong-term strategles, o

iiicludmg education on héat:
poverty, winterization of hoines

| dre also part of this’ board’

mandate S
* The_ board 1s also in the
process of securing recognitlon

| a8 & not-for-profit orgamzatlon i

1

with a'¢harity status.
“It, is .very much like thelr

food bank, "It is an ongoing

orgamzatmn," Harper said,

noting. the work of' board -

member: M1ke MacDonald in.

creating the model: {
“We contmue to work to

‘added, : - .
Although people cannot -
access the emergency fuel fund -

’
| N

ralse awareness of what we are

domg We are also gomg to be"

. Iooking for some’ supporters,"
.she said, . )

Last year, Harper sald the .
averagé household income of
« fuel fund rec1p1ents was about
$13,000.

low household mcomes are
here,” she added oy

R

“There are too many

famzlzes that do not-

have the resources to

adequately heat thezr-_

homes.”’
Lucﬂle Harper
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'Harper' said people often

have to dec1de between “heat
oreat.™ " .

“Often it is nelther People
are both cold and hungry,” she

\/

‘until January, -Harper sa1d the

organlzation continues to offer -
-other measures to ass1st those .

with heatmg challenges.
“We have kits at the

. “People 'don 't reahze how :

“One of the 1deas behmd :
wmterizmg homes is to try to -
ensure people can as much as
possible try to preserve the heat
'theyhave,” Harper said. .

" ‘An'yone 1nterested in -
. becoming a member of the fuel

. fund board can contact Harper

at the  Antigonish Women's

* Resource Centre at 863-6221.

Although monies willnot be - .

" " available until January, Harper.

-said the group continues to

.’col.lect donations for the fund,

' whlch can be dropped off atthe

'AWRC or Town' Hall labelled

Antlgonlsh Emergency Fuel
Fund...

. “We ‘want to make sure, the
people that need it get it w1th1n
our fund 11m1tat10ns,” Harper
said." ‘ . .
*. The primary- challenge for
the fuelfund has been reaching .
'the goal ‘of ra1smg $50 000 per

“year.t | .

In 2008-09, $23 500 was ralsed N
-and dlsbursed In 2009:10, only
$14, 000 was collected and

: [d1str1buted )

For 2010-11, the. goal remams

'$50000(‘,.:’ T

Antlgomsh Women S Resource :

Centre to help people wmterlze
their homes ” 'Harper sa1d
noting they include plastic -
and caulking to help seal .
windows:

s

Provided- that fundmg
is conflrmed Ant1gon1sh'
Emergency Fuel Fund
‘appllcatmn forms will'be
availableat Afitigonish Women's
Resource Centre’ and at th

“town and county mumc1pa

offices starting Deceinber i5. If
possible, the forms will also be
available on the mun1c1pal1t1es
websites. .

Apphcatlons w1]1 be accepted
until March 15,2011, ~



