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Wyanne Sandlel"‘ (back, left), Ben Jantzen, Vee MacKinnon, Rachelle Enxuga (front, left),
and Alixandra Salmore were among those who took part in the Rise Up,
Justice Youth Camp last week on St. FX. campus.

Etty Keating
Rise Up - the Antigonish Sacial
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Not your ordinary camp

)
by Heather MacAdam
heathermacudamtithecusket.ca

A number of youth came
together last week to talk
and learn about social justice
issues.

With the support of the
Antigonish Women’s Resource
Centre (AWRC), the young
people took part in Rise Up,
Rise Up - the Antigonish Social
Justice Youth Camp.

Etty Keating was on of the

youth who attended the camp.
She said the camp touched on
different points of social justice
and included speakers touching
on various aspects of social
justice.

Keating said she heard about
the camp through her sister who
works on St. EX. campus.

“I think that Antigonish is
always growing and there are
social justice issues,” she said.
“I really wanted to be more
aware of my surroundings and
learn more.” y

. Rachelle Enxuga said she
decided to take part in the camps
to learn. :

“Also, I think as human

(beings on this planet we all
have a certain responsibility to
each other to become aware of
the people around us and the
experiences of people who are
different - to educate ourselves

a_nd try to apply that to onr
lives.”

Enxuga said she enjoyed
having a number of different
facilitators involved covering a
wide variety of topics.

“I think it's great that
somethinglike this is happening
in Antigonish.”

Keating said on the first day
of the camp she wasn’t sure
what to expect.

“It's been so much fun - you
learn so much.” . .

The highlight so far for
Keating has beenlearning about
Moses Coady and the Antigonish
Movement and a workshop
about ableism. :

“I thought it was really cool
- it was really interesting and
applies to a lot of people.”

Enxuga said she also enjoyed
learning more about the Coady
Institute.

“I've always heard about
the Coady Institute but never
really knew much,” she said. "It
was-nice to have a little bit of
history about what happened in
Antigonish which is something
I didn't really have before.”

Talking about gender
issues was also interesting and
informative, she said. -

“Idon’tthink that'ssomething
that gets a lot of voice - or any
voice - around here.”

Wyanne Sandler, one of the
organizers of the event, said
you can have an event planned
out on paper but until it actually
happens you don’t know how it's
going to play out.

“I think that’s one of the
really fantastic things about
the camp. It's really been a lot
of us all learning from each
other - it doesn't necessarily
,feel like there’s organizers and
facilitators and patricians. I
think we're a group of people
who are going through this
learning experience together.”

Every session has had |
strengths and been very

.different. .
“I really loved the diversity

of what we've been able to do.” |
Fellow organizer Vee'

MacKinnon said she thought
it was great they were able to
incorporate different voices
from around the community.
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“It’s all been really
interesting,” she said. “The
group of youth who have

- been participating are just so

motivated and passionate angl S0
happy to be here. Everyone just
seems really engaged and ready

. totalk about all these issues.”

““gandler said she hoped they
are able to do another camp in
the future. s

“This has been a learning
experience,” she said. “We'dlove
to do it again bigger and better
and keep it going.”




