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Involving youth in social
- justice issues is the focus of
an upcoming camp at St. FX.
University.

With the support of the
. ' Antigonish Women’s Resource
. Centre (AWRC), a group of
young people will host Rise Up,
. Rise Up - the Antigonish Social

- Justice Youth Camp - from
1 August 18 to 21.

{  Participantsmust be between
. theagesof 14and 17.

: “We want to foster.youth
engagement in social justice
{ in rural Nova Scotia,”
~ Vee MacKinnon, one of the
} .organizers of Rise Up, Rise Up,

- said.

MacKinnon and fellow
. organizer Ben Jantzen said the
outh social justice camp has
ral focus because there is less
accessibility to programs and
. servicesrelated to social justice
_ ‘issues in smaller areas such as
. Antigonish.

; The organizers said the
- camp is designed to be
~ dynamic, energetic, thought-
- provoking, and fun. Days
~ will include a combination
. of information-sharing,

J discussion groups, physical

!{ ¥ Camp to engage youth
in social justice issues

Vee MacKinnon (left) and Ben Jantzen are putting the finishing touches
on preparations for Rise Up, Rise Up, the upcoming four-day Antigonish
Social Justice Youth Camp aimed at getting youth more mvolved in
social justlce issues. (Corey LeBlanc photo)

activity, experimentation with
art and creative writing, and
educational workshops.

“There are a wide range of
activities planned ” Jantzen
said.

“We certamly expect a great
deal of interesting discussion,”
MacKinnon added.

The goal of the first
Antigonish Social Justice Youth
Camp is todeepen young people’s
understanding of oppression

“Wﬁ

in Nova Scotia by looking at
how racism, classism, ableism
[discrimination in favour of the
able-bodied], and homophobia
intersect with sexism and
gender-based violence.

“They are all very present in
our community,” MacKinnon
said.

.She added the youth camp
will work to seek out, hear and
respect the voice of campers.

“We want to create an

_environment whereparticipants’

voices are heard and their
opinions valued,” MacKinnon
said.

“We would like everyone
to have a really good positive
experience,” Jantzen added.

Organizers hope to have 10 to
12 campers.

“It is a pilot project, so that is
arealistic goal.

“Itis new for us and we think
it will be a learning experience
for everyone,” Jantzen said.

MacKinnon sa1d the skilled
camp facilitators come from the
community

“They have a wide range of
backgrounds, experiences and
expertise,” she added.

The daily sessions will take
place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Free lunch and snacks will be
provided.

“We encourage everyone who
is interested in this experience
to come join us,” MacKinnon
said.

A Facebook page about
the youth camp has been
established.

For information about
Rise Up, Rise Up, including
registration, contact Vee
MacKinnon or Wyanne Sandler
at the Antigonish Women's
Resource Centre (863-6221).



