| Youth program.

recelves

by Heather MacAdam
The Antigonish Women’s:

fundlng

‘ 'adult facllltator to come from’

a local oommumty service or-

Resource Centre' (AWRC)- wx]l igamzatmn ‘and Archibald-said

be receiving additional: funding -
‘for the school-based: violence
prevention‘program. - '

More than 30 commumtles :

across Nova Scotia rece1ved one-
time grantslatelast month from
the Department of Justice for
projects that support Nova Sco-

tia’s.crime prevention-strategy,

Time to Fight Crime Together.
In total, $250,000is being dis-

tr1huted to 45 groups across the :

province.
Kalysa Archlbald co-ordina-

“tor of the AWRC’s Healthy Re- .
: lat1onships for Youth' Program,‘-' :
 said the program received $5,800
- inadditional funding. ..

The: Canadlan Women sfoun
dation is the core funder of the

program, but this- additional
money: will be a great he;lp, she, .

~ said:
TheHRYprogram stems from
another. program undertaken :

from 2001 to 2006 in: Guysbor-;

ough and Antigonish'counties
calledthe RuralYouthEducanon
Projeot which was managed by |
the AWRC and taught violence"_
prevention: currlculum j :
_ “Sincethen, we vebeenadaptt
ing t, and in 2006 we WraPPEd up.

that project; The program is .

now the Healthy Relationships
for Youth project. The five years.

of melementmg that program -
gave us a set of best practices -

anda currlculum that s very dif-
ferent t‘rom what we originally

started put with - that's-very

tailored to our local needs.”’

‘The curriculum features-12
units and was officially assessed
as in-line with the outcomes of
the Grade 9 Personal Develop--
ment and Relationships (PDR)
curricilum;, "Archibald also.said -
the program is supported by the
Strait Regional School Board
and the Department iof Educa-
tion,

. “We go mto Grade,ﬂ class-
rooms duying regular'Grade 9
PDR time and teach the sessions

- 8sa unit. We work with the regu:
lar lassroomm teacher at each

schaol aswwellias a second adult
facihtator 4 o

mi& 8081 ds:

fgp‘,‘_:t-}_}g;—,sag,o;.ldj_. Bl

‘they are havmg trouble ﬁndmg
facilitators: -

. “We haven't’ established-
enough partner relatlonshlps
with suitable groups:” = "

There are also youth: facﬂlta- ‘
tors from senior high who assist’ |
‘with the program, Archibald ;
said.... e A

"They re frorn Grades 10 to

12; or 15 to 18 years of age. We

have a teant of four to 10, youth

pendmg on how m
classes there are.”

and was- awarded ‘the; fundmg
from the Justice Department

‘to host an HRY Orientat ion |

‘Training Eventiin: June 2008

Archibald said they arelooking |
fornew youdrfacﬂltators for the i

2008/2009 school'year. .. .. .
“The youth will do some

trammg in June around the 13- 1Y

‘sues.—we tackle sexism, racism
and homophohla _These v1olent
attltudesfile [
' ( reotyping and discrimination.

These oppresstons ‘are’ forms i

of v1olence. ‘and these attltudes

are e really the roots of violence '

in our culture.”
There; are, currently‘ 64 HRY

_youth facilitators, 20 adult fa- | |

cilitators and 752 Grade 9 stu--
dent participants in:all 10 hlgh

“schools in. the Strait Regional : i
~School Board this year, Archl--

. bald said.

“The style of teachmg 1s '

much more interactive than
- standard classroom teaching is %

currently, It’s also modeled on a ¢ £t

lot of Mi’kmagq tradition, wh1ch

«ig-new for the teachers and the i

youth as'we
Archibald sald she trams the

youth and adult facdltators and .

they cofacilitate the sessions.
“How much responsmihty‘
the youth facilitators have in
each classroom'is d].fferent - it
really depends on. the dynamles
within-each team.”: - -
Archibald said they have re-:
ceived very positive commenta

from the students whol parti i

pated in the curric um.;

" The HRY Program apphed for i)

“harmful ste- L[l
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