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~ Concerns over increasing
fuel costs rising

by Corey LeBlanc
Even though there have been
record high temperatures across
. theprovince recently, talk about
winter fuel costs continues to
heat up.

“Absolutely, it is some-
thing we have to deal with,”
Antigonish Women’s Resource
Centre (AWRC) women’s sup-
port worker Denise Faccini
Bowman told the Casket when
asked if rising home heating
costs are a concern for their
_clients, : -

“We have a lot of women on
tight budgets during the entire
year, not just during the winter
months, but the soaring heating
costs certainly increase those
pressures.”

To illustrate the magnitude
of the issue for AWRC clients,
she said 20 women visited her
between January and March
of 2007, specifically because of
the challenges they faced due to
rising fuel-costs. The same has
started this year. :

With clients supporting their
- families with low income em-
ployment, disability or social
assistance benefits, Faccini
Bowman said they have to make
difficult choices with essentials

like food, rent, heat and power.

“They are juggling bills,” she
explained, noting women are
often making partial payments,
while falling behind on others.

To deal with the lack of

cash to purchase oil, she added
women are opening their oven
doors to help heat rooms. “It’s
dangerous, but that’s what’s
happening,” the AWRC staffer
informed.
. Considering the winter
weather in Nova Scotia and
that more than half of its homes
are heated with oil, Faccini
-Bowman said it is a pressing
issue that the province must
address.

“It is a bigger and bigger
problem, which needs to be ad-
dressed,” she said.

According to the AWRC sup-

port worker, the housing many

of the women have adds to the
problem. Most of the rental
properties they can afford are
not only poorly insulated, but
also often have oil heat sourc-
es.

“That issue also has to be
addressed at the policy level.
We need more access to energy
efficient, low income housing,”
she offered.

Provincial priority

Our local provincial gov-
ernment representative said
soaring heating bills for home
owners are a major concern.

“It is certainly something
that is areal challenge consider-
ing the increasing costs. It is of
great concern for everybody,”
Antigonish MLA Angus Ma-
cIsaac told the Casket recently.

The provincial deputy pre-
mier minister pointed to last
year’s removal of the HST on
fuel oil as a measure his govern-
ment has implemented to help

‘Nova Scotians combat the cost.

“We continue to monitor
the situation going forward,”
Maclsaac added.

The veteran cabinet minister -

said the tax rebate has worked
much better than former provin-
cial programs like Keep the Heat.
It provided a rebate of up to $250
for home owners who used oil or
propane,

“People were not taking
advantage of the program like
we felt they would,” MaclIsaac
said, noting removing the tax
completely has benefited more
people. :

The Antigonish MLA said he
has not received a “high volume
of calls” about the issue of ris-
ing fuel costs.

“Idon’t need a large number
of calls to realize the challenge
People are facing. It is certainly
a situation where people have
to watch their dollars very care-
fully,” Maclsaac offered.

Putting the heat on

Provincial opposition MLAs
are turning up the heat regard-
ing spiking fuel costs.

One solution posed by the

provincial NDP is the imple-

.mentation of an assistance

plan for Nova Scotians having
difficulty heating their homes.
Party leader Darryl Dexter said

-recently he has received numer-

ous calls from people facing the -
heating challenge.

Dexter suggested an initia-
tive similar to Keep the Heat

"needs to return.

“Taking the provincial HST
off home heating was the right

.thing to do, because necessities

of life should not be taxed, but
there is a real need for home
heating assistance when Nova
Scotians face record high oil
prices,” Dexter said.

“There are families across
Nova Scotia looking at their oil
bills and wondering how they
are going to make it through the
long, cold winter. With crude oil
prices at the $100 mark, lower
income families and seniors
on fixed incomes are rightfully
worried. They need the govern-
ment to step up and provide the
assistance that was once there
for them.”

The spike in oil prices to
more than $100 a barrel recently

‘has sounded alarm bells for

many.
Long-term solutions

Although rebate programs
and tax reductions are.helpful,
Faccini Bowman described
them are “short-term.”

“We need long-term solu-
tions. This is an issue that has
to be addressed at the policy
level,” she suggested, describing
having enough heat as a “basic
human right.” '

“The short-term solutions
also don’t address the long-term
cycle of poverty.”

As heating costs continue
to rise, so do the concerns for
families that are just trying to
pay for the basic necessities of
life like heat, food and rent.

“We have women who are
doing their best to provide for
their families, but it is becom-
ing more and more difficult,”
Faccini-Bowman concluded.
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