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‘erard MacNeil, chair of Guysborough/Antigonish Crimestoppers,
eceived avolunteer award at the Annual General Meeting in Wolf}'ille
rom the founder of Crimestoppers Greg MacAleese from New Mexico,
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International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty luncheon

By CHARLIE TEN BRINKE

On the International Day for the

_Eradication of Poverty, the 17th of Octo-

ber, an informative luncheon was held
entitled, “Lunch & Learn- Reducing
Poverty in Nova Scotia”. Organized by
The Social Justice Committee Sisters of
St. Martha, Antigonish Women’s
Resource Centre, Antigonish Quaker
Workshop Group, Father Syd Mifflen,
and CAW local2107, this gathering was
well- attended and supported by many
members of the community. Speakers at
the event, Wilf Bean, Lucille Harper and
Marc Rodrigue, delved into the question
of “What can we do about poverty in
Nova Scotia?”

Lucille Harper, director of the
Antigonish Women's Resource Centre,
stated that “Depending upon who we
are; how old we are, whether or not we
are students, seniors, mothers with
young children, whether we are
employed, earning an adequate income,
living in adequate housing, close to serv-
ices, able-bodied, have a good support
network, and have citizen status, we will
be affected somewhat differently by fed-
eral government block funding and

equalization transfers to our province.

But we will be affected. By not taking

into account demographics, provincial
fiscal capaeity, and the real cost of deliv-
ering social programs (particularly in
rural areas), the new CST formula com-
bined with changes to the Equalization
Program will hamper Nova Scotia’s abil-
ity to provide quality social programs:
What can we do? We can learn more
about social transfers and equalization.
‘We can vote. We can call our MPs to
account for the federal government’s
reneging on the Atlantic Accord. We can
call for a strengthened social safety net
and a CST that would work for Nova
Scotia. We can call upon our provincial
government to develop a provincial
poverty reduction
strengthens social programs in Nova
Scotia. In every venue in which we are
asked to accept an economics first doc-
trine, we can make the connection
between social well-being and econom-
ic well-being”™.

Marc Rodrigue, StFX Student Union
Vice President, spoke on the escalating
cost of post secondary education.

Rodrigue stated that “At the end of the

day, rising tuition costs, social barriers
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and financial hardships from student
loans are all key components of a system
that increasingly disadvantages those
from low socio-economic standing in
the province from having access to edu-
cation, a key resource that can provide
socio-economic mobility. Dysfunctions
in programs such as Career Seeks, and
uncertainty facing the future of the
Canadian Millennium Foundation ren-
der the future of the post-secondary
landscape in Nova Scotia that much
more unclear. The system is already
showing strains in enrollment, and
there are increasing disincentives for
those from mid to lower socio-econom-
ic standing to access the resources of -
the province’s universities. When a stu-
dent from a less affluent family or eco-
nomic standing can become a first gen-
eration university degree holder,
increase the enrollment at a university
and create economic spinoffs for com-
munities such as Antigonish, increase
her future earning power and contribu-
tion to the economy of the province and
have the ability to repay any accumulat- .
ed education expenses loans, everyone {
in.this province and this country wins:" J
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