Femlnlst Actlwsm in Conservatlve

been happening by and large.

by Brendan Dunbar

Dealing with adversity isn’t
a new experience for feminists.
Many women have learned that
safety lies in numbers.

That’s why organizers were
delighted at the turnout for the
“Feminist Activism in Conserva-
tive Times™ conference, which

was held on Saturday at the Keat-

. ing Millennium Centre. .

“We've got a fantastic, diverse
group of women, not just from
Antigonish, but from all over the
province,” Betsy MacDonald, one
of the conference facilitators,
said.

The eight-hour conference

looked at the effect the country’s

political conservatism is having
on feminism.

MacDonald said that, although
times are tough, most of the
conference’s participants have
not lost their faith.

“There’s a sense of optimism
in the face of a political climate
that’s opposed to feminism and
activism in general,” she said.

Recent decisions to cut fund-
ing to Status of Women offices
and the elimination of the Court
Challenges Program highlight
the continued need for activism
on behalf of women'’s rights.

The morning session opened
with Dr. Nancy Forestell, coor-
dinator of the women’s studies
department at St. EX., and Doreen
Paris sharing their stories.

Forestell examined the links
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between activism and women’s
studies, while Paris discussed her

efforts against racism.

MacDonald said the stories
the women shared highlight
the different perspectives and
experiences they bring to their
activism. '

“Quite often those differ-
ences do get silenced,” she said,
especially in the case of minority
women.

Feminism can be a unifying
force for women, no matter what
their points of view or back-
grounds may be, she added.
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