Funding initiatives benefit low-income families

by Corey LeBlanc

Funding for low-income families
to purchase prescriptions will be
good medicine, but more help is
needed, according to an official with
the Antigonish Women'’s Resource
Centre (AWRC).

“We are certainly pleased with
the announcement - every little
bit helps, but more can certainly
be done,” AWRC women’s support
worker Amanda Workman told
the Casket about the recently an-
nounced provincial program.

Nova Scotia premier Rodney
MacDonald announced the initia-
tive, called Low Income Pharma-
care for Children, late last month.
Beginning October 1, the province
expects more than 35,000 children
under the age of 18 whose families
receive the Nova Scotia Child Ben-
efit to be eligible for the program.

Families with children under 18
years of age must be inreceipt of the
Nova Scotia Child Benefit and have
ahousehold income below $20,921 in
order to be eligible for the pharma-
care program. This program is not

ayailable to families who already
receive pharmacare from the Nova

- Scotia Department of Community

Services or a'health plan.

The income threshold for the
new pharmacare plan, Workman
suggested, could be higher.

“In a perfect world, I guess it
could be lower, but it is a start.
There are going to be people af-

" fected - basically the “working

poor”- who are going to be above
the income threshold. They are
working to make ends meet and
this program could certainly help
if they were eligible.”

Workman suggested improve-
ments in areas like funding for
dental care, and other preventa-
tive health measures for children,
would also be helpful.

“We are always saying our chil-
dren are our future, so we should be
constantly looking at ways in which
we can adequately support families
who need assistance.”

Families who participate in the
Low Income Pharmacare for Chil-
dren program will have to pay $5

per prescription.

Applications for the program
have been mailed out to all families
in the province currently receiving
the Nova Scotia Child Benefit.

For more information, or to ap-
ply for Low Income Pharmacare
for Children, contact the Nova

Scotia Department of Community .

Services toll free at 1-866-424-1269
or go to the department website at
wWww.gov.ns.ca/coms.
Back-to-school boost

The new child pharmacare pro-
gram came on the heels of another
Nova Scotia Department of Com-
munity Services announcement of
the continuation of an assistance
program for low-income families
with the cost of back-to-school
pencils, backpacks, calculators and
other supplies.

“Again, it is a good start, but more
is certainly needed. Families we deal

with could certainly use way more -

than that to help get their children
back to school,” Workman offered.
Families received $50 for each

five- to 12-year-old child and $100 for -
each child 13 years of age and older
who is attending public school. The
money was to income assistance
cheques sent out in late August.
More than 10,780 students, the pro-
vincial government pointed out,
were able to benefit from the fund-
ing.
Better housing

These funding initiatives,
Workman agreed, benefit low-
income families in some of the
challenges they face, but one-area
is in dire need of more attention,
particularly in the Antigonish
area. o

“We need more help in the
area of housing. There are just
not enough affordable places for
people to live in our communities.
The cost in the housing market in
Antigonish is comparable to some
of our major cities, and some-
thing really has to be done about
it. It is a major hurdle low-income
families in our communities con-
tinue to face,” she concluded.




