Operation Groundswell
galnlng momentum

by Aliena MacDonald

An effort to prompt the pro-
vincial government to rethink its
employment support and income
assistance program is gaining some
momentum.

About 500 people in the local area
added their names to an ‘Operation
Groundswell’ petition which is mak-
ing its way across the province.

The petition maintains that post-
secondary education has become a
basic need for Nova Scotians, and
that the rising cost has put it out
of reach for many low and middle
income people.

The current Employment and
Income Assistance policy denies
income assistance to single parents
attending university and the finan-
cial needs of single parent families
vastly exceeds the maximum stu-
dent loan, the petition states.

The petition calls on the Nova
Scotia Legislature to make ESIA
benefits available to single parent
families who wish to enter a univer-
sity program.

A rally for the effort was held last
month at St.FXU.

Student Organizer Victoria
Latchmore said the response has
been strong.

“We're really happy with what
happened and we hope that it will
continue throughout Nova Scotia
communities.”

Latchmore is the Equity Officer
for the St. FXU Student Union.

She said there is currently a rally
being planned for Halifax.

Operation Groundswell, sheadds,
has been working with the Canadian
Federation of Students, and has the
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support of that organization.

The campaign had its seeds two
years ago.

The group maintains that the
Nova Scotia government, through
its policy, is discriminating against
single parents attending univer-
sity.

In 2000, the government intro-
duced a policy to prohibit university
students from collecting social as-
sistance benefits

Chapter 27 of the Employment
Support and Income Assistance Act
states:

“A person attending a post-sec-
ondary education program of more
than two years shall not receive as-
sistance unless the person is funded
to attend by the Employability Assis-
tance for Persons with Disabilities
Program.”

Shaunderay Clyke was a single
parent attending St. FXU had her
income assistance terminated when
she began university in 2002.

While her university costs were
covered by federal and provincial
student loan programs, student
loans in Nova Scotia have a ceiling,
and the loan was insufficient to
cover the cost of raising dependent
children.

The majority of single parents
attending university with student
loan assistance meet the poverty re-
quirement of the income assistance
program.

Clyke decided to appeal the Com-
munity Services decision to cut off
her income assistance at the Nova
Scotia Supreme Court. But the court
upheld the department’s decision
to cut-off her social assistance ben-
efits.

In comments to media at the
time, Community Services Minister
David Morse commented that there
would have to be a “groundswell”
of support before a policy change
would take place.
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The logic behind the policy, she

said, is that that support for stu-
dents is covered by student loans.
However, Hines said the maximum
student loan per year per student
is about $11,000, while tuition takes
$6560.78, leaving just $4400 to live
on for the entire year, including
regular expenses and childcare and
transportation.

Bursaries are not plentiful, she
added and there are not enough sub-

sidized day care spaces to cover the “:

needs of all working, or studying,
single parent families.

Another single mother, who
was also a student, said she had to
withdraw from her university study
because she could not support her
family and go to school.

She said she hopes to be able to
go back someday and scoffed at sug-
gestions from ‘powers that be’ that
she should go get a “trade” which
would require less tuition costs and
shorter periods in school.

She labelled the change in policy
asan attempt to limit the aspirations
and potential of single parents.

“I can’t be the (Canadian) Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs with a welding
degree,” she said.

Jennifer Sullivan of the St. FXU
Psychology Department faculty said
she raised two small children on her
own, while she went to university
and that her income was supple-
mented.

She said the daycare and hous-
ing subsidies helped, but it was still
tight budgeting for her and her fam-
il

. «[ couldn't have fed my children
without social assistance,” Sullivan
offered.

“The government has to realize

that single parents can't be treated
the same as individual students,’

she said. _ et
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e Becaﬁ/se of- the additional sup-+-
port she received, Sullivan points
" out, she is now supporting her fam- -
Jl.v well, and is paying taxes. o
‘Katherine Reed of the Antigonish:,
Women s Resource Centre said she
_graduated from university and was .. §
a single parent when-she attended, :
She said her children have beneﬁted )
Nova Scotia and that- was presented from her education. Pl
-1 to Morse last March. . Reed said single parents cannot
The brief showed that university get through university without the .
education is not affordable for single - support of social assistance, and the **
parents under the current system:: figures will back that up.- _
. It outlines that monthly deficits’ “Notall single parents want togo ™
; ‘'would range from $388 to $643 per’ g university but for those who do, -
| month, dependingon the numberof . jt's appalling to bar that access to
children in the household, the child them » Reed said. -+ .
care cost, and rent cost. : :.Ed Penser, a professor at St."
'The Community Services depart: 5 FXU and the vice president of the’
ment clairn, that if’ Siﬁgle parents 1Asso¢1at10n of Nova Scotia Univer-"
live in ‘geared:to, income’ Housing, . ity Teachers, said the association -
have a child care Subsidy; and access wrote to Minister Morse calling for‘"
to scholarships’ ahd bursaries, they. change to the policy.

- A coalition made t up of antl-pov- _
erty groups, and womens’ associa-
tions formed, in an effort to create

~the groundswell.

That coalition, called ‘Changes”
prepared a brief entitled Fairness
in Education for Single Parents in

will have adequate finances toattend The association labelled the-
university. " policy “discriminatory and counter”
- But the coalition said that there productive. i

are fewer subsidized housing units Lucille Harper of the Ant_lgomsh
~'and daycare spaces than required  Womens Resource Centre said there™:
and bursaries and scholarships z aré  gare a lot of people upset over the

also fewer than the need, and are current policy.
* based.on merit, need and avaﬂabﬂ- “We're angry .. . we're really an.*
ity. gry about this...

_ The Coalition started a letter She said the pohcy creates and ’
writing campaign last spring and  maintains poverty that it is “elitist, -
held the firstof three plannedrallies  geyist and discriminatory”. _
! at St.FXU last month. Community member Colleen
The event included a number of Cameron said the policy isa “blatant --
| students wheare"hvmgﬂlmugh the discrimination” for people to get..
policy”.- " i educaﬁed -
Jennifer Hines is a current Shl Christy Lamour read letters..

""dent single parent atSt. FXU. She
+ said it is-important to demonstrate)
to government that “all people have
aright to a University Education.”
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‘from Federal Conservative Deputy:

a Leader and local MP Peter MacKay,*

 and-Alexa McDonough the post..

‘secondary education critic for the”

. federal NDP caucus. .
" . MacKay said higher education’’

is critical for Canada to compete on*:

a global market while McDonough..

-said that hearing the stories from’

) single parents at umvers1ty “pains

¥ “and enrages" her and the poIicy “ex—

' Canadian F\ederation of S'tudents
_ Nova Scotlarepresentatrvepame]led
i Samp n said thatthefederatlon be-.
lieves at every mdlvidual should;; :
have’ the opportunity.to attend tni-+
vers1ty and that should not be based..
“on the size of their wallet.” . .«
; The federatlon she satidL which-
represents about 500, 000 students
i across Canada, has sent the message-

‘to Morse ‘Nova Scotia MLAs and fed-i.

\’,eral MPs; “that the policy is not ac-*

ceptable and should be changed”. «
s wizAlsovattending the rally were;.

. students and representatives.from?:
<various other groups suchtas
NOva Scotia Co]lege o
'Design




