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The dl(ector of the Antlgomsh Wom-
en'’s Resomzce Ccnire (AWRC) is con-
- cerned: the issue of yiolence’ agamst
woren and their children ‘is “becom-

ing less visible” and people are contrib- -
uting to this situation by the i way they 3

ta]kabbut ‘the issue. = 0.

“‘That’s ‘oné-of the ‘points tned fo .
nmake | on 'December 6, Lucille ‘Harper
said recmtly “When we call it gender fid
violence, we are really making women - -

dlsappear and peop[e don’t understand;
it is-less.
lence against women.”

" Harper suggested the violence wom-
en are particularly vulnerable to is di-
rected at them spec;ﬁcally because they
‘are women.

“It’s not happeustance. chance vio-
lence, it’s directed towards women be-
cause they are women,” she said, not-
ing it is the case with intimate partners,
woman abuse in general and sexual as-
sault. .

“One of our concerns is we are not
continuing to address these issues in a
really concerted way.”

On the heels of another December 6
commemoration of the Montreal Mas-
sacre and the recognition of.violence
against women, the Antigonish Wom-
en’s Resource Centre (AWRC) says
much is left to be done in those areas.

“Some of the programs that we have
had in place, certainly through the
1990s that have been cut, such as the
Family Violence Prevention Initiative
and some related programs are a cause
for concern for us,” Harper said in com-
menting on the issue of violence against
women and children.

. Whatever the issue, whether it is pov-
erty, violence or another issue for wom-
en, Harper said raising awareness is al-
ways a challenge.

“In some ways why Dec. 6 is so im-
portant is because it is the one day of
the year where we really do try to fo-
cus on violence against women and

to dnde:staud it is vio- '

agaianst
children

_“Iess VISIble

. the need for awareness is there each and

" every day. Keepmg those issues visible

- is important, according to; ‘Harper. -
* “In the same way that the general pub— L

e is aware of the need -arpund Christ- -

mas time, it is the same around Dec..6 .

.when people are aware of the issue of

~-violerice against women. So,: yes the

: challenge is really keeping the issue
present 365-days a year and contmumg 3l

“to work on it for 365-days a year.”

“This is pamcularly lmportant in the
era of cuts when women’s centres be-
come even more important as they pick
up the overflow from other organiza-
tions,” she said, noting an increase in
the number of women using the centre’s
services.

“At the same time, there is such a lev-"

el of funding insecurity that it is always

our challenge not only to be addressing .

the issues, but also to be making sure
that we remain open as an organization
that can address the issues, and that can

Harper said it is an ongomg challenge ‘
+ for commumty based organizations; like
~'the women’s centre, alongwnh the strug-
s gle to maintain services, adequate staff—
- .ing and other issues.

support individual women that are com-

ing to the centre.”

The Antlgomsh Womcn s Resource
Centre is located on the third floor of
Kirk Place on Main Street.
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there’s some general recognition of that |

day by many people, by our govern- |

ments, by community organizations, by

the general public that violence against |

women is an issue,” she said.

“It’s like Christmas time when peo-
ple suddenly are more aware of the level
of need and the level of poverty and are
far more willing to give to food banks
and so forth around Christmas time.”

The problem with both situations is
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