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TEENS TAKE Action is addressing issues of violence, sexual assault and drug use facing local youth. Noella Murphy

(front, left) and Breanna Lynch capture the essence of one of the skits used to help get across serious messages about

dating violence. Other p
row,

(back, left), Melissa MacMaster, Stephen Brosha and Kyle Gillis.

[Teens take action in peer education

Young people are taking responsibil-
ity to help educate peers in preventing
dating violence.

Twelve students at Dr. John Hugh
Gillis Regional High School are in-
volved in the Teens Take Action Peer
Education Program.

“Education is critical to the preven-
tion of dating violence and sexual as-
sault in our community,” Amanda
Workman of the Antigonish Women'’s
Resource Centre.

Workman, a crisis support worker at
AWRC, says that education ensures

young people recognize violence and
t sexual assault, know what to do about it

and have knowledge of prevention
strategies.

Peer educators in grades 11 and 12
volunteer 30 hours of training to deliver
classroom presentations to grade eight
students at St. Andrews Jr. High
School, Antigonish East Education
Centre and Chedabucto Education Cen-
tre.

Presentations  include interactive
activities, group discussions and role
playing to enhance young people's
understanding of issues.

Teens Take Action is a school-
community partnership between the
AWRC, the high school and business.__

cer leaders who talk to local junior and senior high schools are Amanda Mansfield (second
left), Maureen Armour, Marian Turniawan, Ashley Cameron, Willow MacLean, Sahba Shafiei, Alex McCall
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