The Antigonish Affordable Housing Society
c/o AWRC, 219 Main St., Suite 204, Antigonish, NS B2G 2Cl1

antig. women@ns.sympatico.ca
902-863-6221

Who we are: .

The Antigonish Affordable Housing Society (AAHS) is a new organization made up of women
who need affordable housing and people in the community who are concerned about the need for
more affordable housing. The group was initiated by the Antigonish Women’s Resource Centre,
a community organization which, since its inception in 1983, has seen many individual women
and many families headed by women live in inadequate and unaffordable housing. The
advocates at the Women’s Centre have done much advocacy on the individual and social level
around this issue, and its parent organization, the Antigonish Women’s Association conducted a
full-scale study in 1991 of the conditions women face in the local rental market. At the same
time as the AWRC and AWA have done this work, we have witnessed a dramatic withdrawal of
government support for affordable housing, particularly in Nova Scotia where the provincial
government has done little to take up its new responsibilities for this social program.

What we have done:

There are approximately a dozen members of AAHS, and the group is now seeking to broaden
out its membership and cultivate more involvement by community leaders. The group has
created a vision of its first housing project, having done some preliminary research on types of
physical structures and organizational models. Research has also been done on current programs
government can offer to advance the development of affordable housing (RRAP, EI job creation,
Proposal Development Funding, Rent Supplement Program, etc.).

Our supporters:

At this point AAHS has the support both the Town of Antigonish and the County of Antigonish,
Town and County Planners/Building Inspectors, the Bergengren Credit Union, the Congregation
of the Sisters of St. Martha, and Nova Scotia PLURA. Monthly meetings have been occurring
since November of 2000, and there is a solid commitment on the part of the members of the
organization and its supporters to the goal of developing affordable housing in this community.
A loan guarantee will be available through the Department of Community Services, Housing
Services Division, providing the development meets eligibility criteria.

Our current status:

At this point we are conducting a need and demand study, which is the first step in developing a
concrete proposal for a housing development. The Sisters of St. Martha have generously
supported this effort by giving the AWRC a grant to carry out this work. We now have a vision
of what the development will be, and we look forward to moving into the building stage within a
year. We anticipate the support of St. Francis Xavier University’s Service Learning Program,
which will provide us with Business Administration students to help us refine the vision and
build the concrete proposal. We are secking to broaden out participation in this group, so that 2
wide range of community leaders are involved, bringing in their expertise and support. We will
begin a major fundraising campaign this fall (September, 2001).



We are planning a neighbourhood which is aesthetically pleasing in design, constructed
of durable, high-quality materials, and which provides a comfortable mix of private and
common areas so as to facilitate good social health as well as good physical health. A secondary
goal of this project is to provide a vehicle for improving the lives of co-op members not only by
meeting their specific housing needs and alleviating their poverty, but through on-going support
and education as well.

We would be pleased to make a presentation to St. Ninian’s Parish Council to discuss
these plans with you and to provide further detail on them. Please feel free to contact me by
phone at 863-6221 Tuesdays to Fridays, or 364-2232 Mondays and weekends. Thank you for

considering this request.

Sincerely,

* Katherine Reed
Project Coordinator



