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"WOMEN IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY: MAKING IT WORK FOR US!"

A vorkshop is planned for Antigonish Area women on November 28
and 29. Women will learn about basic economics, and discuss ways
of working together to improve cur personal and collective
economic condition.

Antigonish Area women are familiar with many of ocur local
economic strengths and weaknesses. To cite a few examples, there
is long-standing high unemployment here (currently 13.1%),
although our area is much better off than most oi Newioundland
and Cape Breton; our living standard here is higher than many
other Maritime communities, but housing is expensive regardless
of whether one rents or owns their residence.

The two largest employers in the area -- St. llartha’s Hospital
and St. F. X. University anchor our local economy. The rest of
the economic base is made up activity which is mostly seasonal,
low-waged and resource-based {(raw resources like fish and pulp,
are extracted and sold with no local prccessing).

Women know that all of our income is from government sources,
whether it takes the form of wages earned in public and
government services, or pensions, social assistance, Child Tax
Benefit, etc. According to "In Profile: The Economy of
Antigonish County” prepared by St. F. X. FProfessor Tan Spencer,
57% of all the personal income of Antigonish Town and County
residents comes from government sources. One of the pertinent
questions is "How can we keep that income circulating locally?”

We understand that women play a key role in the local economy,
since the things women do every day -- buying groceries, working
inside or outside the home, doing home improvements, caring for
children and other family members, paying off car loans, taking
taxis, etc., have a large impact on the economy. One just has to
look at our local grocery stores to see some impressive (and
concrete) evidence of the importance of these daily activities.

At the workshop, a video featuring Marilyn Waring will be viewved.
Waring is a plain english-speaking economist who looks at the
role of women local economies world-wide and shows how standard
measures of economic prosperity, (e.g. the Gross Domestic
Product) have no bearing on the productive and very necessary
daily activities of many women -- activities which maintain the
ezcnomic workings of societies everywhere.

Women interested in participating in "Women in the Local Economy:
Making It Work For Us" are encouraged to call Katherine Reed at
the Antigonish Women’s Resource Centre (AWRC) at 863-6221. The
event is sponsored by the AWRC and funded by the Status of Women
Canada, Women’s Program, and donatiorns from local groups and
individuals. Child care and transportaticn expenses will be

covered by = economic justice fund called "PLURA".
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TRIED AND TRUE SOLUTION3 TC COLIMUNITIES®™ ECONOMIC PROBLEIS

fost women have groun up with the idea that they cannot grasp
economic theory and they cannot make a difference in the economic
problems communities face. It is alzc easy to get overwhelmed
and mired down in depressing economic news. It is a little
harder to find examples of solutions to econcamic problems, but
there is a great pay-off, both in terms of morale and economics.
Here are a few examples where women have been at the forefront of
innovation and leadership:

Housing co-operatives are a good way to collectively own housing.
In this form of organization, a board of directors, made up of
residents in the co-op manages all aspects of the property and
rental of the units. There is no "landlord"” who is running a
business and must make a profit, and many of the functions a
landlord would have to contract out such as grounds maintenance,
financial management can be done by residents. So this is a
sensible way toc rent for people of varying income levels who need
quality housing and have many different reasons for wanting to
live in a co-op. There are four housing co-ops in Antigonish.

Home-based businesses are a growing concern all over the world
now that new information technologies allow for instant
transmission of information at extrememly low cost. According to
authors Susan Brandum and Wayne Roberts, "For less that $3,000, a
computer, e-mail and Internet package gives a grungy basement the
same reach as a corporate office, at a fraction of the
transaction and overhead costs. Lean, home-based companies will
be competing with clunkers that don’t know which end is up
without calling a meeting. The rage in niche markets creates a
strategic sector for at least 10 per cent of the workforce which
can keep busy customerizing operations for less than 200 choosy
people. Sharpen a pencil and figure it out. When the average
home owner spends $2,000 a year on repairs and manintenance, how
many satisfied customers does a reliable renovator need? At $250
a subscriber, how many subscriptions of a season’s worth of fresh
veggies does a market gardener need to make $25,009 in half a
year? How many neighborhood customers are there who love bread
straight from the oven and want it delivered to their home for
supper at $2 a loaf?",

1. Wayne Brandum and Susan Roberts, Get A Life: How to make a
good buck, dance around the dinosaurs and save the world while
vou're at it, Get A Life Publishing House, 1935
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Antigonish Area women... are you...

e working for low wages?

° a union member?

senior?

young person?

member of a visible minority?
parent?

oL

Are you concerned about the changes ocurring in the
economy, both locally and globally?

Why not join us for

WOMEN IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY:
MAKING IT WORK FOR US!

...a workshop open to all Antigonish Area
women who are interested in learning about and
helping to improve our community's economic
health.

Sponsored by the Antigonish Women's Resource Centre

WHEN? Friday, Nov. 28, 7 - 9:30 pm
Saturday, Nov. 29, 9 am to 4 pm

WHERE? CACL Workshop, Kirk St.,
Antigonish

WHY? ...because we need to know more
about economic changes and how
women are affected.

.because women have much to
contribute to ocur community's
economic health.
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REGISTRATION FORM
WOMEN IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY: MAKING IT WORK FOR US

NAME PHONE #

ADDRESS

Bringifng a friend2 _ X N

Needs: We want all interested women to be able to participate.
If you need help with any of the following, check them off.

o special dietary needs o  gpecial access needs
o money for child care o money for transportation
o other (specify)

Mail or bring form to Antignonish Women's Resource Centre, Kirk
Building, Main St., Antigonish or call 863-6221
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ﬂn‘tigorﬁst) momen 's Resoutzcc Centre

204B KIRK PLACE, 219 MAIN STREET, ANTIGONISH
NOVA SCOTIA, B2G 2CI1, PHONE 863-6221

November 4, 1997

LETTER OF INVITATION
to
WOMEN IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY: MAKING IT WORK FOR US!
November 28 & 29, 1997
CACL Workshop, Kirk St., Antigonish

Dear Friends,

This letter is to invite you to an exciting workshop for
women where we will tackle some important questions about the
Antigonish Area economy and our role in it. The workshop, "Women
in the Local Economy: Making It Work For Us!" is open to all
women. In fact, the greater the diversity, the better the
outcome will be. Whoever you are, and whatever you do, you are
an important participant in the local economy. Practically
everything we do every day has an impact on the local economy.
Every time we buy groceries, take care of another person’'s daily
living needs, go to work, pay our mortgage or rent, vote, etc.,
we affect the local economy.

As individuals we may feel that we cannot have much of an
impact on managing the economic changes of the '90s. We may not
realize that if women come together with other women to learn
more about these changes and to consider what we can do
collectively to take some control over them, we can be a major
force for positive economic development.

" At "Women in the Local Economy: Making It Work For Us" we
will learn about basic economics, learn more about our local
economy, and create a vision of a healthy Antigonish Area
economy. If you are interested in participating in this event,
please call me at the Antigonish Women'’'s Resource Centre (863-
6221) for details on registration and any subsidy you may need
for transportation and/or child care, or simply fill out and
return the registration form attached to the enclosed poster.
Please let me know if know of other women who might like to
attend. We will provide lunch and snacks.

Sincerely,

C}Q;ié%ifbby:i

Katherine Reed,
Women's Program Coordinator



