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WOMEN’S MARCH AGAINST POVERTY

The Women’s March Against Poverty is underway. Women across
Canada are trekking to Ottawa where they will present their demands to the
federal government in an alliance to end poverty and injustice. Sponsored by the
NAC (National Action Committee on the Status of Women) and the CLC
(Canadian Labour Congress (CLC), the March was launched from Vancouver,
B.C., on May 14 and from St. John’s, Nfld., on May 19. Women are marching in
local communities all across the country, as four caravans make their way to
Ottawa for the mass rally on June 15. Women in Antigonish had the opportunity
to participate in the March on May 24, and the caravan is now on its way to join
the gathering on Parliament Hill.

In response to the cuts and changes in social programs, the women will
present 15 demands to the federal government, including creative job creation, and
increase in the minimum wage to $7.85 an hour, a national child care program,
a Canada Social Security Act, and an increase in services for women who
experience violence.

The government’s promises of job creation have fallen through, and
women, instead, are faced with high unemployment rates and a shift from stable,
full-time jobs to temporary, part-time jobs. According to the NAC, 70% of all
part-time workers in 1994 were women, and over 1/3 of these women wanted full-
time employment but were not able to find it. The Women’s March Against
Poverty is calling for stable, full-time jobs for women with equal pay and adequate
benefits. To maintain the purchasing power of the minimum wage which is lost
due to inflation, they sre calling for a minimum wage of $7.85 per hour, thus
raising the minimum wage above the poverty line to ensure a decent living for
families.

A nationsal non-profit child care system is needed to lift families out of
poverty by allowing parents to work outside the home. Promises by the Liberals
during the 1993 election for the creation of day care spaces and increased funding
have not materialized. The Women’s March Against Poverty is calling for positive
action from the government to take responsibility for child care and the well-being
of future generations.

The Canada Assistance Plan (CAP), in place since 1966, ensured the
basic rights of individuals to an adequate level of income, to assistance regardless
of residence and based solely on need, and to appeal decisions regarding assistance.
The Canada Assistance Plan, as of April 1, 1996, was replaced by the Canada
Health and Social Transfer (CHST) which lumps funding for health care, social
services and post-secondary education together, resulting in further cuts to these
services of $7 billion starting this year. According to government, the deficit cannot
withstand the costs of social programs. However, a 1991 Statistics Canada study
stated that 50% of the deficit was = result of tax avoidance by corporations and
the wealthy, and 44% was caused by high interest rates. Social programs, in fact,
accounted for only 2% of the deficit. The women marching to Ottawa are calling
on the Liberal government to establish a Canada Social Security Act to preserve
national standards and to ensure that provinces continue to receive stable transfers
for the delivery of services and programs.

The Women’s March Against Poverty is also calling for justice for
victims of violence against women. Women on the March are calling for a $50
million commitment by the Liberal government to assure women’s access to
services to escape abuse and violence.

The Antigonish Women’s Resource Center supports the aims of this
March and sends along wishes of good luck to the participants.



