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Antigonish
Women's
Resource Center

FEBRUARY IS AFRICAN HERITAGE MONTH

There are a number of interesting things planned at the Women’s
Center for African Heritage Month. The Friday Brown Bag Lunch Program for
women will be devoted to increasing awareness of and celebrating the culture and
history of Canadian women of African descent. Dorothy Thompson, a resident of
Antigonish town who originates from Bermuda, will read poetry and prose of
. Black women (Feb, 23). She invites other women to bring their favourite readings
l from Black women to share with the group. Pat Skinner, well-known around
Antigonish for her teaching about the history of the Black people who settled in
Guysborough and Antigonish counties, will be the guest on February 16. The
center also hopes to have a member of the Black Women’s Congress come to speak

about that organization. Watch for posters and public service announcements.

There will be a display in the Antigonish Mall featuring artifacts and
other items that represent the culture and history of Black communities in Nova
Scotia. This will be set up on February 16.

Joanne States, a local resource person, will be making a public presenta-
tion during the third week of February. Watch The Casket and listen for public
service announcements for details. This event promises to be an unusual learning
opportunity.

The Antigonish Women’s Resource Center is conducting an audit of
books and other resource materials that the center currently has to offer the
public. The goal is to increase the variety and number of these resources. Anyone
with suggestions or books or videos or other resources to donate is asked to call
the center at 863-6221 or drop in at Suite 204, Kirk Place. Here is 2 partial list
of resources that contain information directed at or about women of African
descent: ' '

Becoming An Ally: Breaking the Cycle of Oppression. Anne Bishop,
1994‘: "This book is my attempt to answer some of the big questions of my life:
Where does oppression come from? Has it always been with us, just ‘human
nature’? What can be done to change it? What does individual healing have to do
w1th struggles for social justice? What does social justice have to do with
individual healing? Why do some who experience oppression develop a life-long
commitment to 'ﬁshti.ng oppression, while others turn around and oppress others?"

L unity Gro:pmngetI:l:raholz‘i-l::lt, :s;:;i;i tnh;,l .;‘;“,f‘:,‘;ﬁ,‘j‘;"“;,b,jz{";“; Lo fooms
Cent;‘.: fol:' Social Faith and Justice in Toronto and js jamil:led wifh e:etrl::su.::?l":)i:
people who are trying to identify and i s gty oait oo
takf,écti_on to im?:in. 1y and anelyze their soclalpoliteal situation and :

- You Can’t Keep 2 Good Woman Down. Alj ;

" In these 14 stories, Alice Walker’s truth tﬁumphan:l\;;em‘:(:s“:;:og:hoiztm)z
and contradictions of modern America, to celebrate the vitality of black , boos
and their energy for change” (back cover note). ’ ‘ R

Talking Back — thinking feminist — thinking black. Bell Hooje 1988:
, 1988:

"But in the world of woman-talk, where the everyday rules of how to live and how
to act were established, Hooks made language her birthright. When it comes to
bigotry, there is no mincing words; Bell Hooks talks back” (back cover note).
The Sister Isabel MacDougall Library at the Women’s Center has
Fppmﬂmately 2,000 books and 20 video cassettes. This is a

lending library

vailable to any member of the general public who registers for o library card. For

more information call 863-6221.




