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Over the past months, an increasing number of women have come
to the Antigonish Women's Resource centre in crisis situations.

* Women have come to the Centre because they have no
food for themselves and their children and they are
-forced to send their children to school without
lunch.

* Women have come to the Centre because their power
has been shut off or they have been threatened with
a shut off because they are unable to pay their
power bill. Some of the women live in electrically
heated homes. A power cut leaves them unable to
cook family meals and forces the children to wear
winter clothing indoors.

* One woman came to us because she needed to remove
herself and her children from a dangerous home
Her husband was threatening her life. She needéd
emergency shelter funds.

It is our understanding that it is the responsibiii
Community Services to help people in critigaﬁségti;zz o
like these. However, Community Services denied hel tons
women in each of these cases. They were told that gndo th
Antigonish Municipal Social Assistance Policy, the dir ©
not qualify for assistance. They were told that thz

already receiving or earning an eqivalent or greatey 2mo
than they would receive on municipal assistance Thr g
workers use this policy at their discretion, sox.net'e gotrare
approving, more often refusing special needs. rmes

The money families receive from municipa . .
inadequate. A family on welfare is Sursiiii;s;itance is

level and cannot accommodate any emergency ex a subsistence
for medications and school supplies must be fgense: Money
food budget. Hungry children are fed with mon und in the

the power bill and soO the cycle goes on untiley needed for

no place left to turn except back to the mun; Vomen have
vorker. Clpal case

By the time a woman finds her way to our doo '

in a desperate situation. Unfortunately vwe cr sShe is often
help her. The Women's Resource Centre ig fungn do little to
of State, Canada to do education work aroung fd by ?ecretary
issues. We are not funded to do the king of .equallty".
work we must do with women in economic crj _direct service
neither the budget nor the staff to do dir81s' We pave .
to help women in a comprehensive way. We hect service work,
to respond in a crisis mode to help some iavg been able
bandaid way only. ndividuals in a
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When a woman comes to us needing financial assistance we refer
her to Community Services. If her request is denied by
Community Services, we contact her caseworker to see if there
is something that has been overlooked or misinterpreted

that might cause him to reverse the decision. If she is

again refused, we are uncertain about what her next step
should be. Often we encourage her to call her municipal
councilor. What we need is a clear line telling us who is
responsible for helping people in these situations.

We are sure all of you would agree that women and children
in Antigonish should not be denied food, shelter and electricity.
We like to think that we live in a community that cares

about its citizens and would not tolerate abandonning mothers
and their children. And yet we see more and more women

left with no resources and no recourse to action - women
whose characters are questionned, whose dignity and self-

esteem is attacked by the people in the very system set up
to help them.

We are now turning to you to help clarify Community Services'
responsibility, your role in defining and enforcing it and
directions we can give women coming through our door.

We would like to look at the following:
1. Community Services' Responsibility

When a woman comes up against the municipal assistance
policy and doesn't qualify due to the low levels of
assistance, how can she access special needs money?
Who can she go to for help when denied help?

2. Municipal Council's Role

Which members of your council are responsible for ensuring
that women and children don't go without the basic
necessities, i.e., food, shelter, electricity, medication,
school supplies?

3. Changes to the Municipal Assistance Policy

What are the assistance rates increases proposed by the
Social Assistance Review Committee? Are there any other

proposed changes to this policy as a result of the recent
review?



